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HE study of economics has slways been decried
as the ** dismal seience,”” and'it is very strange
hat capitalist thinkers should have encouraged thi’a’
rticular notion regarding the ‘‘science of wealth.
sach & seience was particularly in-
a matter of fact Marx did make

y for the working class. In

g"emldm m‘vmdth
anadian Manufacturers’ Association to this much
niligned economist for Anformation as to their

£
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ot 30 interested in their edueation as in of the
orkers. . S o i
We will, therefore, preface this article with
uotation from Karl Marx’s third volume of “*Cap-
" for consideration of the reader, and those suf-
ietenty interested may-refer to-the analysis
brecedes the conelusions arrived at by Marx.
“On the other hand, every particular sphere of capital, and
ry individual capitalist has the some intevest in the pro-
uctivity of the social labor employed by the total capital-
of two things depend on this productivity. In the first place
mass of use values by which the average profit is ex-
pressed; and this is doubly important, where this average
profit serves as a fund for the accumulation of new capital,
nd as a fund for revenue to be spent in enjoyment. In the
cond place, the amount of the total capital invested (con-
tant and variable), which, with a given amount of surplus
alue, or profit for the whole capitalist class, determines the
te of profit or the profit on a certain percentage of capital
¢ special productivity of labor in any particular sphere, or
n any individual business of this sphere, interests only those

anitalists who are directly in it, since it enables that
particular sphere, or that i capitalist, to make an

xtra profit over that of the total capital.
“Here, then, we have the mathematically exact dendonstra-
ion, how it is that the capitalists form a veritable freemason
society arrayed against the whole working class, however
wuch they may treat each' other as false brothers in the com-
petition among themselves.” (Kerr edition, p. 233)

The slogan of ‘“Greater Production’’ may appear

m:rv intelligible after a careful digesting of the
above,

_“Even in cases where a,man without wealth receives credit
in his capacity as an industrial or merchant, it is done for the
confident expectation, that he will perform the function of a
capitalist and appropriate some unpaid labor with the bor-
rowed capital. He receives credit in his capacity as a po-
tential capitalist. This circumstance, that a man  without
wealth, but with energy, solidity, ability and business sense
;“3\ become a capitalist in this way, is very much admired
1‘.’,\" 1h; apologists of the capitalist mode of production. Al-
,.u:);' ' this circumstance continually brings an unwelcome
" ey of new soldiers of fortune into the field and into
» ':rmuon with the already existing individual capitalists,
hasi:o secures the. supremacy of capital itself, expands its
of th al" d enables it to recruit ever new forces for itself out
Hance ‘;‘”" layers of society. In a similar way the circum-
m ‘.c' that the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages formed

lierarchy out of the best brains of people without regard

10 est; j . .
fr:r:ifm'“' birth or wealth, was one of the principal means of
ying priest rule and suppressing the laity. The more

a i . .
ruling class is able to assimilate the most prominent men

(H.".A r“‘cd 1 s8, ¥ . "
(Kerr o diti;:“p ' l';as;note solid and dangerous is its rule.

f“"” last paragraph of the first quotation is worthy
0 : .
Particular consideration by those interested in the

gz“"it‘.nl_ movement of the working class. The in-
“ibility of compromise is glaringly evident. The
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second qnouﬁugﬂ»wn lg-o idea of where we
actual daily experience, where do we find these ex-
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ponents of the ““ca canny"* policy of politieal action,
—amongst that mixture of “!l‘ﬂ'i&'” ‘W*lii—
ers” and “profesional preachers’’ that we call the

the earth. The “will”’ of capitalist soc
preuedintheactudpnetieoofextr‘eﬁhg“np-
plus value,” the failure to secure which has a*dis-
turbing influence on these failing in the task of ad-
ministering the methods comsidered necessary to
gecure the desired end. This section of society,
which has to attend to these higher duties of super-
vising the system of exploitation, are somewhat in
the position that aj one time priests held between the
people and their Gods—intermediaries and coneilia-
tors. The members of this ‘‘middle class’’ are edu-
cated for various processes in life, the importance
of their various vocations being measured in actual
life by the standard of usefulness to the class which
they hope to serve honorably. The usual idea of
the ‘‘honor’’ is related to securing special privileges
as a result of any particular ability they may mani-
fest. and ultimately rest secure in “vyealth”—the
burden of their dream.

The capitalist class having relieved themselves to
a great extent of the worry of looking ‘after their
affairs and entrusting the working of the system to
the middle class, the idea has become current that
in this séction of society are td be found all the lead-
ers necessary for any movement or undertaking.
This finds its practical demonstration in the selec-
tion of political leaders like Lloyd George in Eng-
]and. and also accounts for the continunal selegtion of
middle eclass celebreties for the premiers of manu-
factured republies of recent years, such as Pader-
ewski. Premier of Poland. It may also be recalled
that the repudiation of Kerensky by the Russians
was one of the sore blows to the vanity of these
middle class democratic statesmen.

During periods of political and industrial erises,
the peculiar position of the ‘“‘educated’’ classes be-
comes very noticeable. The ‘‘middle’’ class is ‘“‘be
twixt heaven and hell”” — their hope  of as-
cending into the heaven of wealth or being plung-
ed into the purgatory of the working class, is re-
flected in all sorts of warnings, first to the workers,
and then to their masters. Throughout the whole
strata of the ‘‘salariat’’ the desire to secure wealth
and to cease from work is the great ambition, and
Slace-hunting and all sorts of scheming to this end
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Is it any wonder, therefore, that one has to digest
80 many pﬁﬁtial nostrums of those who would be
the ‘“‘saviours of society’’ and the ‘‘champions of
demoeracy”? Always insisting on the raising up
of ‘‘leaders,”” when the great demand is for teachers
who are not afraid to plaece before the people the
indisputable fact that society is based on a ‘‘Class

Struggle’’ under the wages system. Imbued with
the idea of the necessity of capital their position in
society makes them the party of Compromise,—a
policy impossible so far as the working class .and
capitalist class are concerned, when the struggle for
polftical power becomes a conscious necessity in the
minds of the workers. 'Whilst confusion reigns,,
their services are in demand in various ways —
press, pulpit, or the judiciary.

Not all, however, are under the delusion of the
capitalist psy'chology, and the only trouble with
their disillusion has been the tendeney to try and
water down the ‘‘materialistic’’ political doetrines
with humanitarian appeals to ‘‘cease this sordid
appeal to class interests.”” A proletarian dictotor-
ship as the final outcome of the struggle for political
power looks too_drastic, no matter how unavoidable
it may prove through the necessity of evgnts. The
only useful recruits from the middle class to the
working class movemeénts are those who have thor-
oughly digested the fact that the coming revolution
must be the work of the working class itself, and
cannot be a ‘‘gift’’ from any class,—no matter how
gifted it may think itself. The labor leader under
the influence of ‘‘middle class’ 'ideas has proved
a hopeless failure,—and it may be some consolation
to the members of the middle class to think that
Marx, Engels, and many others have “done their
bit’’ for the working class movement that will
never be forgotten when men eventually get down to
solving their industrial problems free from all class
bias. H W.
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