
siderabie part of the education is given through Government Ownership of Grain
Elevators.the Farmer's Advocate

and Home Magazine.

the industries and arts practiced or observed by
the children in the homes of the pioneers ; card
ing wool, ginning cotton, weaving upon simple 
hand-looms—in short, inventing, devising, adapt
ing means to accomplish ends that the teachers 
adroitly lead the children to deem important.

Dr. ISalliet would seem to claim that these are

Organized grain-growers in the Canadian West 
developed such strength as to bring in-have

fluence to bear not only on the Provincial GovernTHE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE 
DOMINION. ments of the three Prairie Provinces, but also in

Several instances are onthe Dominion House, 
record- wherein persistent agitation finally brought
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the lines along which the race has journeyed to 
its victory over self and nature. Books can tell 
us of our inheritance from the ages ; but there is 
force in the argument that, to enter rightly on its 
possession and enjoyment, we must have training 
or education of like quality to that which has 
provided it.

The honor roll of all our legislative bodies con
tains a large proportion of names of men who 
learned when Imys to bear the responsibility of 
discharging home duties. As farmers’ boys, which 
many of them were, the daily " choring ” de
veloped their strongest qualities. It was not 
simply that these morning and evening duties ac
customed the boy to work; they sharpened his in
tellect by supplying him with a variety of prac
tical problems for the solving of which he had to 
find a way or make one. These experiences en
dowed him with intellectual alertness, self-reliance, 
physical power and endurance—the very qualities 
needed for successful and useful citizenship. Look- 

" ing back, he might well exclaim, “ Blessed be 
chores !" A boy who has not learned to work 
and bear reasonable responsibility before he is 
eighteen years of age, has an incomplete and lop
sided education. His chance of making a suc
cessful life is risked.

Books and book-learning are of incalculable 
value to those who have learned how to make 
proper use of them. The tendency of the exclusive
ly bookish education is to cause its subjects— 
should we say, its victims ?—to try to escape 
work. The product of such an education is the 
Chinese mandarin, proud of his claw-like finger
nails, which prove that he never does any work. 
An ideal education teaches work ; it lifts work 
above toil and drudgery ; it invests work with 
ambitions, and beautifies and idealizes it. One 
wishes for the time to come when he may not need 
to work ;
when he cannot enjoy work. 
ter ?

remedial legislation.
For several years, unsatisfactory conditions in 

the marketing of the staple crops of the prairies 
led a certain element among the grain-growers to
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clamor for Government ownership of grain ele- 
For some time the agitation was not

For four
vators.
considered seriously in legislative halls, 
seasons past, however, the grain-growers organi-

three Western Provinceszations in each of the 
have called with no uncertain call for some action

U nitvd In 1906, thethe part of those in power.
Royal Grain Commission, at numerous sittings in
on

all parts of the prairies, invariably heard sugges 
tions to the effect that Government ownership of
the elevator systems would remove many of the 
evils that were so obnoxious in connection with 

The annual meetings of the 
have ro- 

that effect, amid en 
Deputations, also, have waited
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Grain-growers’ Associations each year 
suited in resolutions to
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Very little notice, seemingly, was taken of tin*
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strenuous campaign until the annual meetings of 
1908 were ended. The associations had gained 
in numbers and in prestige, and the caM was so 
loud that the Premiers of Manitoba, Saskatchewan

on one

and Alberta decided to confer and discuss a plan 
that would meet the requirements of the three 
Provinces.
from the Premiers that Government ownership of 
elevators was beyond Provincial powers, and that 
a special Dominion charter would have to In- 
granted before the Provinces could act

Disappointing as was this decision of the

The outcome was an announcement

thods of

must not

heads of the three Provinces, the grain-growers 
did not give up. 
paign during the summer of 1909 that the Mani 
tobii and Saskatchewan Governments, at least, 
decided to take action.
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So strenuous was their cani-

another, that the time may never come 
Which wish is bet -

At the Saskatchewan 
session last fall, the Premier announced that they 
had learned that the Provinces could legislate in 
regard to Government ownership of elevators 
Within a week, and while the Manitoba Grain 
growers were holding their annual convention, ai 
Brandon, the Manitoba Government also decided

“Chores” as Education.
Dr. Balliet’s dictum, reported last week, that 

reading, writing and spelling are the novelties— 
the real fads and frills of education—and that 
turc study, manual training, cooking and sewing 
are, and always have been, the essentials, needs 
explanation, if not defence, 
hook-study things of but a few hundred 
I lad not Imperial Rome its pedagogi and rhetors, 
and were its schoolboys not required to learn 
the twelve tables of the law ? Cato and Cicero 
taught their children to read and write. Ancient 
Egyptian youths may have learned their country’s 
history from the papyri, and China had its 
schools and bookish education before Moses 
born,

About the Only Man’s Job Left.
The farming of the future is going to tie the 

best of the learned professions, and the only 
in which a man of brains and character can find 
scope for his individuality and character,’* de
clares Peter McArthur, in his weekly letter 
The Globe, with some slight exaggeration,

na-
one

Are writing and 
years '?

to accede to the loud request of the organization. 
The Alberta Government, while appreciating the 
sincerity of the growers, concluded that, 
the Sunny Province was destined to 
to mixed farming, it was not wise to spend a

grn in 
other

to
I >er-

s i lirehups, but with the inspiration of prophecy , 
t he same.

all
de\ Hop in-Mach iner\ and organization haw 

changed things about in the towns, till trades 
have become a thing of the past; machines do the vast sum of money on Government own--d 

elev a tors. They decided to support
branches, such as live stock and dairying, and at 
the- same time do what they could to protect tic- 
interests of the grain-producers.

work, and men and women get jobs to wait on 
them. Human beings are mere automata in the 

factory work is machine- 
titan who thinks that

industrial organism, 
driven drudgery. and thOf one arguing along this line, Dr. Balliet The Saskatchewan Government decided to mm- 

cautiously.
kind of work preferable to farming, deserves 
bet t or

might ask, “ Are you not confusing school 
rises with education ?

nocxer- A 'hill. introduced at the last, session, 
provided for the appointment of a commission to

employment. 
worker is really 
than that of the manual laborer.

The case of the mental 
worse, in one sense, hi- thinks, 

The clamor for

The book-learning of the 
Chinese was at the root of their national stagna
tion. Their school studies were mere recapitula-

look into the question, and report 
ago, t lie personnel of the

A few weeks 
commission wasdividends converts vast complex business own:;:

e.m
t ion—nothing but marking time, not a 
step.
the essentials

forward bounced, as follows . 
hou.sif Cnivensit V . Halifax. N S.;
^ ■ L. A , May mont . Sask., and C \\ . Green, Her 
rotary Saskatchewan Grain-growers’
Moose Jaw, Sask.

Man il oba

Prof. Robert McGill, of Dalzations into soulless, unyielding juggernaut 
ploy ers. 
nothing.

Book-studies have always been the frills 
have been til ( I eo I .angle) .Results are everything, individuals 

" In the country, things are different.
experiences that

trained the youth to do things, to react on on
Such machinery as is used only serves to relieve 
farm work of its drudgery, 
vest still have their olden charm.

Associât ion.
vironment, and to adopt means to accomplish de
sired ends. Hood-time and har- 

As for or
ganization. it will be many years before t lie farm
ers have enough of it to enable them t 
just returns from thoir labor, 
and business dealings farmers are their own

These activities developed the physical Cabinet Ministers,
through the Minister of education, told the Grain-

in December,and executive powers of tho youth, and made him 
strong, resourceful and useful. 
ask

Which, ” he might 
‘’ is more educative, to sit in the school-

in convention assembled, that t he v had 
tile principle of Government

grow ers, 
decided to accept 
ownership of

get the 
In all their workroom and read about sheep, about wool-combing, 

and cloth-weaving, or to take part in feeding the 
sheep, washing the wool. shearing, carding, spin
ning and wealing it. and shaping the homespun 
and hodden gray into needed garments

The experience of a farm boy is in most educu-

elev a tors as suggested by that 
august body, and to establish a line of elevators.

I lie Association was asked to appoint a commit
tee to meet the G

masters, and need not he driven either in matters 
of work or conscience.
farming is developing, the farmer's work 
as much scope to his brain power ns any of 
learned professions 
turns to lx- despised.

And the way scientific
cm eminent and arrange details, 

e Provincial Cabinet
cussed the question pro and con, but the Govern- 
ment could not

can give 
the This committee and th dis-

N oit hcr aiv 1 he financialtive respects richer than that of his town cousin, 
who has few or no homi

re-
t he wisdom of accepting all 

the proposals of the Grain-growers’ executive, 
result was the

A successful fame •r vanduties, and the ex peri 
e pioneers h.-ine" make as good an income as t lie average city man. 

When these things are understood as they should 
he, I expect to see an exodus of intelligent 
lroin the cities to the country, where they

mentally, morally 
may come when 

Boys, don’t leave

'Uheences in the Ironies of 
rule, more \ ariut 1 and 
more educative than th 
to-da\ .

In one of tie- most expensively-equipped ele
mentary schools in the country, having connue 
tions with # great \meriean university, a con-

as a
1 rentrons, may have been 
x a re m most farm homes

draft ing of a bill by the (Îovern- 
oinnient . and also 

t i x t 
hill

b,\ 1 he ( 2 rai n-growers' ex ecu 
clauses

men
can ( Ihjectionahl in the Government: 

growers’ standpoint, included
develop t hem suivi s physically, 
and financially. 
we will hear people preaching, 
t he city.’

from the Grain 
G ox eminent

Indeed, a
appoint nient and control of the com

buss iso placed in charge of the elevator system;
the Govern hum d

I arming is about the only man’s job left .’’ 1 MU opi iat ion clause wherebyan

*u
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