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Abt Vogler; or even the obscure Jewish
Rabbi, Ben lzra, into whose mouth
Browning chose to put the ‘‘largest and
<ublimest scheme of morals and religion
which his imagination could conceive.”’
A few people, however, saw that in this
young man was sprouting a poet more
than ordinary. Mill, ILandor, Leigh
Hunt, Talfourd and Carlyle were attract-
ed to him. He was, indeed, one of the
very few people with whom the last-
named got on well.

Even lacking recognition, it never oc-
curred to Browning to be discouraged
yJe was at no time obliged to write for

money, and he could aflord to wait. A
dJescription of him, written at this time
by Miss Fox, is interesting. ““He was,”’

she writes, “«lim and dark and very
handsome, and—may 1 hint it ?2—just a
trile of a dandy, addicted to lemon-
colored kid gloves and such things, quite
the glass of fashion and the mould of
formn. But full of ambition, eager for
success, eager for fame and, what 1is
more, determined to conquer fame and to
achieve success.’

In 1340 Sordello was published, and
(Carlvle wrote to say that his wife had
read it with great interest, and wished
to know whether Sordello was a man,
or a city, or a hook Tennyson said
that the first and last lines,—" “Who will
nay hear Sordello’s story told,”” and
“Who would has heard Sordello's story
told,”’—were the only two lines in the
poem that he understood, and they were
les It may be imagined what
the reception by the ordinary world

amounted to

But Browning was full of fight |
was ever,”” he sayvs, ‘‘a great fighter, '—
and so he was As was remarked of
him, ““He was always contending, whether

it was with a German theoryv about the
Gnostics, or with a stranger who elbowed
his wife in a crowd,”’—and so he arose
from the attacks on ‘*Sordello,’” with un-
daunted face

The very next year “‘Pippa [Dasses.’
designated by a famous modern critic as
““the greatest poem ever written, with
the exception of one or two by Walt
Whitman, to express the sentiment ol
pure love of humanity,”’ was published,
and two years later, “‘Dramatic Lyrics
FFollowing these came ‘‘“The Return ol
the Druses’' (1843), a poem replete with
Browning's typical qualities, but above
all the poem which presents the first rise
of that peculiar psychological tendency
which was destined (o mark his work
henceforth as peculiarly  original, ahso
lutely Browningesque.

About this time he became interested in
some  poems written by Miss Barrett, an
invalid, bedridden at her home among
the Malvern Hills, and a correspondence
began which developed into a romance
well worthy a place in the history of
“Great Iovers Finally, and after
some difficulty, Browning called on the

lady, to whom the new interest seems to
have hrought the elixir of |l A\
clopement followed, the world stared. and
Wordsworth  concisely  summed up his
opimion of the situation as follows So
Robert Browning and Miss Barrett  have
gone ol together I hope they under
stand each other—nohody else would

The clopement was, however, followed
by the happiest consequences I'he two

settled in Florence, Italy, and there fol
lowed —a life, quite idyMe, altogether

1deal Here Browning dabbled in o art
Panting, sculpture and music, and wrote
his poems, thenceforth colored, nayv it
rored. with the Italian atmosphere, and
surcharged with the vVivid political pulsa
tions o the stirring tunes of Garibaldi
Mazzint and Cavour As yvet the poems
Were not recognized at  their worth mn
England, but they were gaining ground
and an Italy a host ol personal  Iriends
were hemng attracted to this unique horn

OF ot Mirs Browning has always

T S
TL ft rihied as a woman of great sweet

nes and Browning himself possessed the
Favent which drew to him the love of
Hien Pven ol geniuse
[y el Tife was, however all too
Short In 1861 Mrs. Browning died, and
Brons npn returned to Ingland, where he
de I himseli henceforth to  his only
"
‘!' i 'he Ning and the Book
th

'rance psyvcehological study  which
vlld <o many  readers, was puhb

md Browning at last, among th

of the Jearned at  least hecame
In  the succeeding vears he
L2l t'most with feverish rapidity

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE

* Herve Riel,”” ‘* Balaustion’s Adventure,’’
and ‘‘ Prince Hohenstiel - Schwangau,"’
‘ Fifine at the Fair,”” ‘‘Pacchiarotto,”’
‘ Dramatic Idylls,”” ‘‘Fer-
ishtah’'s Fancies,”” ‘‘Asolando,”” are a few
of the poems that marked this fruitful
old age.

In 1887 his health began to break up
slowly, and on August 13th, 1888, he set
out for Italy for the last time, and there
the last months came easily. ““The old
man could be seen continually in the
lanes round Asolo, peering into hedges
and whistling for the lizards,”’ but one
day he was not there. On December
12th, 1889, he died at Venice, or per-
haps he would have preferred it said that
he had not died. ““Without death, which
is our church-yardy, crape-like word for
change, for growth,”” he once said, ‘‘there
could be no prolongation of that which
we call life. Never say of me that T am
dead.’

‘ La Saisiaz,”’

He spoke of his own personality Of
his work it may be said that it has just
hegun its richest, fullest life Browning
15 apprecinted to-day as never hefore

To Clubites.

During the summer letters on any sub
lect of interest will he very welcome in
this department

“The Farmer’s Advocate’’
Fashions.

6276 Girl’s Plain
Dress, 6 to 12 years,

G276 I'o be made with rolled-over or
standing  collar three-quarter  or  long

sleeves

6797 Chill's Il shop
Dioss,
6 mos., 1.2 and 4
years.

I'he ahove patterns will be sent at the
low price of 10 cents per pattern State
age of child, and give number of pattern
Apply ““Fashion Department, = " I'he IFarin

er's ANdvocate, l.ondon, Ot

licre 15 a schoolboy cotnposition
‘Winter is the coldest season of the year,
breause 1t comes mostly in the winter
In some places it comes in summer, then
it isn't <o worse [ wish winter came
in summer here, then we conld go skat-
ine bharefooted and make snowballs with
onut wgetting our fingers 1lroze When it

cnows in summer, they call jt rain

P

The best Canadian wheat, the most
modern mills, and the most skilled
millers, all combine to give

Royal Household Flour

those baking qualities which make it
the choice of discriminating housewives
everywhere. Give Royal Household a
fair trial and you will never go back to
other brands. Your grocer will get it

for you if you insist.
14

Ogilvie Flour Mills Co., Limited, Montreal.

You Owe Your
Children a

herlock -

JNManning

ORGAN.

Social life to-day demands a. musical edu-
cation. Without it your children are placed
under a serious handicap. Write to-day for
booklet of Sherlock-Manning designs and
select an organ. Easy terms.

SHERLOCK-MANNING ORGAN CO., LONDON, ONT

== How Grocers and Farmers can
make money in the Canning Business

In every retail and wholesale Grocery Store—on every Farm—
there is an enormous waste of perishables every season. This means
much money to you, Mr. Farmer—Mr. Grocer, that can be saved
with a MopErRN CANNER. The MopErN CANNER only costs $30, $60
or $90—three sizes—-but it pays you handsomely, even before the
first season has expired. It Cans 1,000, 2,000 and 4,000 Tins in 10
HOURS. A mcre voungster can operate it. Does the work easily,
Write without waste, and does it mighty clean. MODERN CANNED goods
command a high price—because you Can them FPRESHLY. Our

for
\ . . o
catalogue gives you mighty money-making information, and it's free.

o The Modern Canner Co.

Canadian Branch: 8¢ King St., St. Jacob's, Ont.

information

McKinley & Aitken’s
MANURE FILLER

The greatest labor-saver on the farm.

Guaranteed to load more manure in one
day than ten men.

For particulars apply to:

McKinley & Aitken, Alliston,Ont.




