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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. POVNDBD 186660ip\ JV
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The Feeding of Silage.Keeping Onr Fields Under Crop.Can the Farmers Combine ?«an
Silage may be fed with advantage, to allThe breaking up of the soil constituents into

available plant-food is at its maximum in land classes of farm animals, milch cows, steers, 
being under tillage, and the more extensive the cultiva- horses, sheep, swine, and even poultry. It should 

tion, usually, the more active are the chemical not be fed as an exclusive course feed, but al-

The success of co-operative dairying in Can­
ada, the Farmers’ Binder Twine Factory at 
Brantford, Ont., and the progress now 
made by several pork-packing establishments, the 
stock of which is mainly held by farmers, has agencies at work providing for plant nourish- waj^in connection with some dry roughage. The

Proper and sufficient cultivation should hearer maturity the corn is when cut, the more

Ki

1
i. caused many to look forward to the time when a ment, 

much larger proportion of the products of the therefore be the farmer’s first care, but it is silage may be safely fed at a time, but it is al- 
farm might be advantageously disposed of in that equally important that the food thus prepared ways well to avoid feeding it excessively.

The silo should always be emptied from the

HI

should be retained to the benefit of the plant,
Fifty farmers near ^the town of Solomon, in and means adopted to prevent its removal in any top in horizontal layers, and the surface kept

Central Kansas, embracing men of all political other way than through the channel of vegeta- level, so as to expose as little as possible to the
parties, last summer formed a co-operative grain- tion. The soil must, of necessity, always be the a*r- It should be fed sufficiently rapidly to avoid
buying company. Their number included 90 per feeding ground of the plant and the direct source spoiling of
cent, of the wheat raisers of that section, some of plant nourishment. The ease, however, with
producing as much as 20,000 bushels and most of which this food material is removed from the be fed daily, 
them having at least 5,000 bushels as the

way.
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the silage. In ordinary winter 
weather, at least a couple of inch layers shouldEH |it.

soil by leaching, surface-washing, etc., renders it Silage is, above all, a cow feed. As with 
season’s yield. Their investigations showed that very important that it should, as far as possible, other farm animals, cows fed silage should re- 
the local buyers were paying 14 cents a bushel be otherwise stored until immediately required by ceive other roughage in the shape of hay, straw, 
less than the Kansas City market, while 8 cents the plant, and that the plant should be present etc' °ne £ood combination in which corn silage

to utilize it as fast as it is made available. The may be fed is> sila&e 30 lbs., 
had but $2,500 capital ; each member had but decadence of the bare fallow, in Ontario farm clovcr hay 12 lbs- alld oat chop 8 lbs. per day 
one vote ; the officers elected included a banker, practice at least, is an indication that this fact to each cow> Ma«y other combinations may also 
a former member of the legislature, and, as man- is being recognized. It was once thought neces- be used with good results, but it is not well to 
ager, a practical grain buyer and miller. They sary ,by the best farmers to rest the land for a feed more tban 40 Ibs- of silage to each 
bought a small elevator, instructed the manager 
to pay within 8 cents of the market, this margin 
meeting the transportation charges, and began 
business. As was to be expected, the rival buyers 
sought to take away the business by paying more 
than the farmers’ company, and did so for sev­
eral weeks. Here was where the farmers met the
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margin would meet the expenses. Their company turnips 25-lbs.,

ip

i cow per
day. Silage may be given in one or two feeds 
daily, and, in case of cows in milk, always after 
milking, as the peculiar silage odor is apt to re­
appear in the milk when fed just before milking.

Forty or fifty pounds of silage per day, along 
with turnips and roughage in the form of clover 

available form, and hence its immediate produc- hay- cornstalks, etc., makes excellent feed for 
tiveness and apparent gain in fertility. This same fatbenlIJg steers. If the silage is made from im-

situation. Under their agreement whenever more treatment, however made the soil mnr„ ™ature corn- care must be taken not to feed too
was paid elsewhere the members were instructed . , ’ 80 1 more subject large quantities on the start so as to avoid
to sell in that market, but for every bushel sold . 6 orces by whlch soluble plant-food is so producing scouring. Young stock may be fed m 
thus one cent was paid to the co-operative com- easily washed out of the soil, and during the Proportion, with the same precaution as given for
pony. As a result the farmers’ elevator stood long period in which there could be no Pretention steels-
still, but the treasury was kept full and the mem- by vegetable growth a great deal of valuable ma- VVben fcd in moderate quantities, not exceed-
bers gamed six to seven cents a bushel on their terial had gone down the streams The soil thus IP 20 lb? a day- silaSe is a good food for
wheat. One day a railroad blockaded their ele- _ . -ine sou thus, horses. They should be fed only a little at first
vator with coal cars. They made no complaint, ther than becommg richer, had actually be- and the quantity gradually increased according ’ 
but transferred their shipments to another road, come poorer in the total food constituents avail- the animals become accustomed to the food K
The cars were soon moved and since then plenty able and unavailable. By continuous cropping good way to feed silage to horses is to mix it
of transportation has been furnished. As the this loss would have been to a great extent nr<> with cut oat sheaves or cut clover hay and Straw
r bï=.Ceanrduh;eg £ ^ing crop anil the oTPrZ

s- ass ^ s r^ib^ **{bolh zdPz?Ji

Rr^rSinrSe^o^ suV^ofs^ ****? « ^’-“d LVVf’fecS IdagTfo h^ cte^h^d T

members. The success of the plan has resulted in keTnoLof sub8cfluent crops. the ;.;cessity of taken to feed only very little Ann a houId ba 
the organization of many other similar com- S<?met>,m ' growing on our fields con- the start mix.ng it with corn !°* &t
panics. tinuously be.ni is apparent, we can not only other rnnPreJli f c°rn meal- shorts, or

The plan of these farmers, observes the New P™UUih‘y with the ba™ fallows, but may be fcd from throe t'.i ZZf* ^ P® "T*61
York Independent, is nothing more than co-oper- should seek- ®-s far as possible, to extend the per day. th to elffht pounds per head
ative bargaining, and differs from the usual co- growing period every year. Early-maturing crops Clover and rnm nTlc;i« v • , , ,
operative effort of farmers in that it is managed be immediately followed by other crops great favor am one noultrv-rJL* °°k ^ updn *ltb
by. experienced business men. The same collective t. ” °r fal1 past,ure’ for plowing under, or, in way to prepare silage for r. ' ft™’ A g°od cheap 
impulse that has been the basis of manufacturing case of some biennials, for a crop the sue- rels with eoual nnrti of P°U -P 18 \° 511 bar_
combinations or “trusts” is here applied to the c^,.ing yeai/ .The crops are various that may be sweet corn cut 5 in..hn„ . cond-crop clover and
farmers’ affairs and furnishes an example of what utlllzed ,n this continuity of vegetation. The amount of milwnVM if eng.th' aad a small
can be accomplished when there is at the bottom, C’,?Ters’ rapf’ buckwheat, and the winter grains, should be necked f c mrcoal. The barrels
not politics or revenge, but business. The vag- a;: have a place, and some of them can always be heads nut in „ U as P°Rsible, and the
aries of some radical political methods and advice adaPted to most farm conditions. This con- of a common iffy ” Can easdy be done bY the use
in the West in past years have given false im- tinuous cropping may appear to interfere some- be covnrffl wi.h , , '' The barrels should then
pressions of possibilities in farmers’ combina- what with the amount of cultivation we think de- and thon nut Q„f0rSf manure for about a month, 
tions. Hundreds of Grange stores have met with Slrable. We may be satisfied, however, to let with nit otrQ,.r ay, or by covering them
failure because they wtere political in their nature vegetation itself do a great deal of this work for to five hon« . °r,, hay' . Çed one pound of silage 
rather than businesslike. Farmers have sought to a8' f1 this connection the value of alfalfa and of notntno^ ,.ay’ miflng it with equal part
limit the product of fields by agreement or have ^be deep-rooted clovers cannot be overestimated, jn,, F \ , c lop and small wheat, and boil-
attempted to obey the injunctions of “hold your for in addition to their now well-known function, Perth Co n warm and in the morning, 
wheat” circulars in a haphazard, formless man- a|ong with all other legumes, of utilizing the free ’ nt’ C- SHIER,
ner, resulting in nothing practical or effective. It nitrogen of the air, they possess the faculty of
has usually been found in the end that they were reaching down in the opposite direction and per- Cutting Corn for Ensilaeo
being used by speculators for personal gain. forming work that no implement of tillage can do Comnarine- K *

Such enterprises, to be successful, must not 80 effectually. A great deal of food material that during- the rLt f W1, my brother farmers 
be paternal or sectional, but practical and wholly has leached through the surface soil, beyond the ics of comnl • t 6W weeks’ 1 flnd one of the top­
businesslike—and those who embark must bear in limits of ordinary vegetation, is arrested by those cutting nf ™ lnt alaong those having silos was 
mind that they assume the additional cares and roots, and this, along with new material ac- charged fnr htn the corn harvester, which is 
risks incident to trade and commerce. quired at those depths, is brought to the surface Dy thti no matter what distance

All vegetation, however, possesses a value S a vaHes from'tweT be in th° fic,d' The distance 
substitute for cultivation. The decay of the foTtvdour Y'S1X
root8 renders the soil more porous and susceptible these dista °S ln another. We will compare 

Do farmers know that no other legitimate to atmospheric influences, and the texture goner e-rm, a? t v m a fleld of forty rods (tillable 
business in the world presents greater opportun- ally of the soil is improved-the same result s as twi„ n th,c narrow space there would be 
ities for profit than theirs? Take the possibili- effected by tillage. But 20yi century farming th rfv r.0W°:w,th a little overplus, but call it the 
ties of a kernel of corn for illustration. Planted admits of more cultivation, along with conic m I I , the acre : in the wider space there

a piece of earth 2 by 2 by 1 feet, and it will- porary vegetation, than heretofore Deer, cl i ti/L. eightcGn rows to the acre,
produce two ears, each containing 400 kernels, or vation, unless in exceptional cases is not ( h,m, i » ’’ y rows of corn >s worth
an increase of 800 per cent, in four months time. so necessary as formerly and sm’fncn mi*ro. c 16 cutting of the eighteen
Where is the trade or business in any city which is now pronounced possible under' conditions "in ocn^ °”,y sixty ccnts or if the eight- 
will return half so great a profit per annum on which it would once be deemed ruinous to vege 1 ! ?7-'S Cutt,ng is worth one dollar, then
an investment? The growth of vegetation pays talion. The modern “ weeder,” with its manifold „ ? ’ng of the thirty rows per acre is worth
Nature—she grows rich. And if a field of corn, functions as weeder, harrow, and mulcher may 0,10 .doHar and sixty-seven cents. While it may be
increasing at this mai-velous rate, does not pay prolong the season of cultivation even in our that the driving at the ends of the field
its owner there surely must be something the cereal crops, and the increase in the corn -ml root ^°U-d Cntai1 lnorc doing if cut by the row, yet
fbdd4 or (hh n man- 1 's.n°t tbe plnnt or the acreage generally makes possible on a large part nt lnequal,ty of charge would not be so great'as 
field, or the business which is at fault. For ever of our farm a whole season of clti-UnZ fj Present. These arc figures from my neighbors 
and ever, so long as the world.hoJds men, there with plant growth. ation along How ,s this work done and charges pJd for
will be a demand for food, and every particle of Different conditions, of course will w-.rr.nt „ generally throughout the Provinces 9 What is the 
It must come out of the earth or the sea. And difference in practice hut u-,. ,,, ' , , an,t a fairest, best, and the general u • L
every ounce of food is, first of all, a plant. For there are lewta whk th^periotofm-o H C'*rn ’’«'vested ’he different Sons^fThe em 
ever and ever, then, will there be a demand for may not he nrnfitnhm J , tne period of giowth silage-corn neighborhoods 9 sections ot tne eri
Plants. The growing of food plants can never passing on the time foreXtended, y.^hoat très- hour or mile bien found m ^ ^ * * »

«• »« « ‘h« r.f»t m„„ and c„„ SZ™ TÏ of h“ vo8°t™g 7°,^ *" *
reel management are at the helm. Ontario Co., Ont. iMDDIFIELD. to hear from your readers.

York Co., Ont.

I season and renew its productiveness by extensive 
cultivation, and the crop yield of the subsequent 
season seemed to warrant such action. The
treatment given the land opened it up to in­
fluences whereby the inert food was reduced to an
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