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Carrying Over to Lean Years
Why Not Another Silo for This Purpose?
L. K SHAW, Welland Co., Ont.
ARLY last winter 1 received a commission to
E £0 out and buy a few head of milch cows of
the Ayrshire persuasion, preferably with nap-
ers attached. In looking for these cows | traveled
over quite a section of Western Ontaria, | found a
good number of breeders who haa been selling hexy
ily and probably the majority of those visited wery;

willing to reduce their herds. The ‘ason  given
everywhere was the same—no silage. The counties
that I visited were in the wet belt last spring.

Through the coin plaating season it raised almost
continuously. Flelds that were seeded after much
tribolation were later drowned out. As a result, silos
were half full, a quarter full, and in some cases had
not been filled at all

I came across one man, however, who had no cows
for sale, no young stock for sale, and was quite satis-
fled with conditions generally, and with himself. His
pride in himself was justified by his foresight. With
his 1917 corn erop he had had no better luck than his
neighbors. His 14 x 35 foot silo was just half full,

In addition to this, however, he had a 10 x 30 foot
silo left over from the year 1916 that had not even
been opened. “1 always
plan to grow more corn

than I think I will need,”
he told me. “In 1916 1 had
a good crop. I filled both
of these silos and then fed
corn stalks cut up, moist-

ened and mixed with
pulped roots and straw,
until Christmas, The big
silo then carried us
through the winter and
gave us three months of
summer feeding as well.

The smaller silo was not
touched, and will make it
possible for us-to feed al-
most the usual amount of
silage this winter.”

enwlsﬁ man! He had pre-
pared for the lean year
ahead It is a common
experience that good years
are followed by poor years,
and it is always a prob-
lem with a live stock farm-
er just how much stock to
carry, A capacity herd
cows for a good year
leaves a surplus stock to
be disposed of in a lean
year, and sometimes dis-
posed of at a loss. | have
begn asking myselt, Would
it not be a good plan to
grow more corn than is
needed as a regular policy.
and have a good supply of
ensilage ahead? It means
more sllo capacity than
would otherwise be neces-
sary, but considering the
value of the food stored
in the silo, the silo, affords
the cheapest storage that
We have on the farm I
have no doubt but that the
ensilage will keep, as one neighbor last winter fed
Silage that was four years old from the bottom of his
#ilo, and he tells me that i wis good feed,

The Milker in Alberta

Good Service for 2} Years
© W. A BARR, Olds, Alberta,

INSTALLED a milking machine about two and a
l half years ago, and I have been entirely satis-

fled with the results. 1 was right up against the
help problem. 1 either had to sell some cows or get
8 machine, but as I had plenty of range for the
cows, I decided to keep them and get a machine
With the intention of throwing it out of the stable at
ke end of a year unless | was perfectly satisfied. 1
believe now it 1s one of the greatest labor-saving
devices yet invented for the farmer, and very simple
When you see the machine in operatien you wonder
Why such a machine was not invented long ago.

As regards its ability to do the work, I would say
it does it almost perfectly. We huve to strip by hand
probably half of the cows, but this can be overcome
1o a certain extent each year by putting in a few new
fows or helfers with good-sized teats, and who Tet
their milk down fairly fast, By culling out those
that do not milk so fast, it the right sized teat cups
are used, and the machine is left on long enough, it
will milk them dry.

With & one and ene-half h. p, engine,
three units, a cream separator and a pump, all at
once. 1 have the water pumped for the stock all the
year round, while the milking is being done, 80 the

you can run

Mr. Wm. Bailey, Dundas Co., Ont.,
Problem,

FARM AND DAIRY
bill is not high,

gasoline Regarding upkeep of ma-
chine, I did not have enpense mp. first

Last spring | got 2 new set of mouthpleces which fin-
Ished out this year, costing 35 cts, each,

The cows seemed to like the machine from the
start, and we did not have any troubls with them,
I believe the man who will milk & cow as good as
our machine is hard to get.
milk 20 cows in an hour,

around the place
dier with one arm
milk & cow, but he ean milk the 2§ cows with the

long as I stay in the daiey business, my
machine could not be bought unless another one
could be procured.

Freezing in the Silo
Ideas for Use Next Winter

ARMERS who had more trouble than usual last
Winter with frozen silage will ba inter wted in
the method advoeated by W. J. Dougan, of Wis.

consin to prevent the freezing. Here i an extract

Makes Good Use of the Milking Machine
A View of His Stable with the Machine in Operation,

from his address before his
ciation

“In taking silage out of your silo, keep the surface
like an inverted saucer.
digging out six or eight
edge and let it go down
The silage does not freese through the wall so much

State Dairymen's Asso

Insist always on your man
or ten inches around the

1 went into the stlo with a pick and | dug
right under that ring clear to the cement wall and
found not a bit of frozen silage except right close up
agninst the wall.

All the rest of that cold weather there never was
A ring around the silo of frozen silage because I al-
ways Insist upon keeping the silage in the form of
an inverted saucer. Then, Just after the first snap
of cold weather, I fill a lot of sunny sacks about two-
thirds full of fine chaff and take into the silo, enough
of them to cover the whele top of the silo. I shut
Up the doors and keep the doors all 'p as we go
down, not allowing any e'reulation of air in the silo.
We lay a ring of those sacks around close to the edge
and when the man puts them down he tramps every
sack, keeping it just as close to the edge as possible

When you come to take out *he day’s portion you
throw the sacks back with your fork from half of the
“llo onto the other half of the iacks.  Just draw a
straight line through the eentre, pick the sacks off
ong side and lay on the other, pitch off the sllage

that you weut and cover it over. At night un-
cover the other side in the same way. In that way
you will have no trouble to keep it trom freesing.”
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Catting Clover too Shori
It Saves Hay But Kills the Stand

CES it vay to set the cutter bar of the -
D 80 low that it fairly shaves the inds
, Writing in Hoard's Dairyman rocently, Ty,
. Clsel says “No." Here Is his argument.

“With many [armers it is the rule to cut
very showt, putting the bar just as near the
as possible, Wkile a snall amount of ha i
by low cutting and the feld looks neater, all
overbalanced by the injuiy done to the sod.
tmination one will find that clover’ plants, ar
first winter, usually stand with the root cro
tending above the soil. The crown, to & great
is the heart of the clover plant from wh
stems sprout If the plant is vigorous. To inj
crown means to stunt or kill the plunt.  Sho
weather turn dry and hot soon after the elover |
the chanees are the stand is ruined if the
have been cut by the knife.

do- much to. wil
never be as strong again after ance being in)ireg
“Along. with this short cutting is the rule { pap
mitting the clover to be well ripened befor: ™
for hay. Once ved clover is. allowed to fully atary
It will nover make a good stand the next yoar
the hay crop s viell matured when out, the s crop
will usually be thin Late
cutting and short iy,
will usually ruin i(ho peg
of stands,
“Examine a elov.r sl
that has been cut :iop B

dry, hot weather,

will find almost eveny
crown has been awyy
by the knife and hat
sun has burnt t very
heart of the plar Go
again to the fleld whey
the stubble is oy
Inches long and « Amine
the plants. You will fiy
them plump and Orow
and ready to start (he pey
growth. This short ey
method has more to g
with clover fallurcs gy
any other one (ay

While timothy s ng »
easy to tnjure as clover
this way, yet much Injury
ean result from a -hort oy
of timothy.

“The mowers
are so made that
shav" the surface
ground, and it |
common to find wh
soil has been cut
The result is mu

to-

cutting. The old

mower and heavy

each end of the

the cutting bar

be lowered 1o

level. It will al

membered that the fam

ers had much good clover

and timothy twentyfy

in Solving & Difficult Labor Yo4m ag0. =~ o

ralse good clover and g

othy and it has heen my
observation that it is seldom the follow that st 1ves
his sod for the last inch of straw.”

The idea that red clover will persist for 1o than
one year will be a new one to most Canadian fam
ers. Hoard's Dairyman, however, editorially ey
dorses Mr. Cisel as follows:

‘We have long been convinced that farmers, as (]
Tule, were more to hiame than anything else for the
failure of the clover crop. This walting till the seed
forms and the head Is brown before cutiin means
death to the clover the next year. M you want to

save your clover, cut it always before the sec d forms.

When ounce the seed forms the clover plant has fub
filled its mission and proceeds to die the ame a8
other plants. .

“We once saw a red clover fleld that had been
kept in good production for nine years by culting
three times each season, keeping It from being pas-
tured, and by givng it a lght topdressing of manure
in the fall. With all thelr famillarity with clover,
farmers have got to learn a lot about the biologieal

laws that govern its growth. Mr. Cisel has « vidently
a ol observer and is geverned by facts and
not traditions or notions as the most of us are”

P ———

The man who is expecting to feed a number of
hogs during the season of 1918-
ley. While oats fs probably more generally fed i
Canada then any other grain for hogs, it is a peor
feed for fattening pigs. Its best place Is in fecding
growing pige or milking sows. Barley 1s our fat
tening grain in Oanada. It may be used with oats
and shorts for y.ume plgs, and as a finishing e
tion

me
for hogs over 100 Ibs. it is the best rrain we
Rothwell, 'w Ottawa

can grow.—Q, B,

June 13, 191

HE prev
ments I
eproduction
:nxm the suppl.
available ener
modern  feedil
taught by all |
and used with
animal husban
One would 8
| conditions,
::‘aruus offsp
matter what ti
terials Involve:
true if protels
necessities In
pecoming cleas

other .mportan
a successful T
1 discussed he

stricted source
in
Ten years ag
an a series of
fha effect of ba
roproduction.

in thelr make-
adequacy of th
energy are the
formulating &

that is, 80 A
sufficient amoul
adequate energ
put in one cas
entirely of fee
the corn plant
the wheat plan
the oat plant, ar
a mixture of th
ample, the core
composed of fiy
meal, two poun

seven poun
:?fm; a nutriti
and 7.8 therms |
consumed.

In all cases it
fnclude conce
from the respe
der to supply
but in the case
oot mea

ey

approximately 3
grew fairly well
receiving wheat
veloped as the

A group of H
on a corn and
recelving the ¢
periment, grew
(coming in hea
respect. There

excitoment. Th
breathing and
spasms would ls
mal w
The

r fur breed
They finally be
welght became

them, It fs dou
o ration woul

When the aniy
volved in repre

sulted with the



