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NOTE AND COMMENT

The Chinese boycott of Japanese goods
is becoming eo serious that Japan is
seeking the support of Great Britain to
put a stop to it.

Parie has now twenty polyglot police
men who are fully qualified interpreters
in English, German and Spanieh. They
have been, it is said, subjected to a good
deal of banter from Pa ' iane, who de-
light in putting questious to them in in-
different English and equs'ly ehaky Ger
man.

It was declared in Rome ti.at the Pope
would refuse to annul Mme. Gould's
marriage to Count Boni de Castellane so
that the Prince de Sagan might marry
her, and following that came an an-
nouncement that the Prince®would be-
come a Protestant so that he could wed
Mme. Anna Gould.

The Rev. Dr. Meharry has reached the
twentieth annivemsary of his ministry at
Crouch Hill, London. During that pe-
riod, nearly 2,000 members have joined
the fellowship of the congregation. 1In
1888 the membership was 282; it is now
869, exclusive of mission members. Dr.
Meharry is an eloquent Irishman.

Russia has added to the causes of di-
vorce “lesving the Orthodox church,” The
law already provided that if a Russian
left the State Church his children would
be taken away from him and placed un-
der the care of those who would bring
thiem up in the Orthodox faith., Now a
man or woman who leaves the State
Church in Russia incurs the possible loss
of all his family.

The statesmen of Belgium are still dis-
cussing the question whether that go
vernment will accept the gnardianship
and control of the Congo Frea State,
which has heretofore heen under the
ocontrol of King Teopold and to all
nractical purposes his private estate. Tn
the treaty which provides that the Free
State shall be turned over to the Belgian
government, there are many conditions
which make it very questionable whether
Releium s about to accent a really val-
nable gift or a “white elephant” which
will cause trouble. Those favoring an-
nexation dwell upon the great wealth »f
the Congo region and its value to Bel
gium trade and Industrial development;
the oppoeina party claim that annexs
tion wonld brine a great financial hor-
den which wonld result in an annual
defieit, estimated at $3,000,000.

The British Government has from time
to time faced strong snenicion and dis.
trmet in Tndia. The goodwill of 300,000,
00C people is something worth striving
for, and the British Government does
strive to gain it by all honorable means:
one notent means emploved is the build.
ing of hosnitals and dispensaries through-
ont the land. Missionary societies and
pnblie spirited doctors can do much to
aid in earrying out this policy. Certain it
is that the medical profession and nurses
have had much to do in creating a good
spirit in Tndia toward the Home Govern
ment. This is one of the many ohliga
tions that the British nation owes to
the medical profession, and it shonld be
one good reason in patriotie minds for
having nothing to do with Christian
Science or any other cult that attacks
the medical profession, A doctor help-
ed to deliver the Gospel of Christ to the
world. and the doctor and his work are
entitled to the respect o all good citi-
zens,

“When a man begins to argue for a
lower etandard of ethice than he used
to hold up,” said a keen obeerver of
men, “it is fair to suspect him of hav-
ing already lowered the standard of
morals in his personal life."To which
may be added the further obeervation
that when a man begine to argue that
nobody can be trusted, and that no man's
motives are pure, there is dry rot com.
mencing or progressing in that man’s
soul,

The Interior tells of a young man who,
having the ministry i1 view, went {0
the Divinity School of the Chicago Uni
versity. He completed the cour.e of

study, and then abandoned the idea of
rreaching, giving as hiz reason that Dr.
Foster had taught him that “there is

nothing miraculous in the Bible, that
Jesus Christ was the SBon of God only
in the sense that all of us are, that the
death of Jesus Christ did nothing for
us,” ete.

The State of Kansas has one hungdred
and five counties, over one half of which
is said not to have a single pauper. Kan-
sas expelled the saloon years ago, and
while brewers, distillers and moralists of
a certain type are ever insisting that
more whiskey is sold in Kansas than in
any neighborine State, the fact remains
that one-half of the poorhonses are empty.
The Westminster adds: Tt may bha coin
cidence or it may be cause and effect, We
think it the latter.

Tn speaking of the death of a patient
whom he had operated upon for appendi
citis, a eurgeon is reported as saving that
“the operation waas suecessful, but that
the patient did not recover from the
shock.” The ohject of any operation s
to save life. Tf it fails to save life, it
& not snoceessful, and  the surgenn
makee a failure of that partienlar ease.
Ton manv surgeons seem to have Ilnst
sight of this in their enthusiasm for cut
tin=. not for enring.

The Preshyterian Church of New Zea
Tand, which met recentlv in Wellington,
reporte & memherehip of 32.000, and an
income for the vear of £150,000. There
ara 380 churches (208 baing fnlly-recog-
nized “chargea”), with 56 home.mission
etations, These are minietered tn hy
240 ordained pastors, and 1,352 elders.
A« in Anetralia, the number of Proshy-
terian ecommunicants in proportion to
the Preebyterian population is unusual.
ly_small. Aoccording to the lateet cenans
returns, 203.000 persons enrolled them-
eelves as Preshyterians thronghont the
colony. Seating accommodation hae as
vet heen provided for only 90,000, en that
t:mre is ample room for church exten-
sion.

Alluding to some differences hetween
the old school and the new in theology,
among Congregationalists, “The Congre-
ertionalist and Christian World” says:
“When our Lord was with Tlis first dis
o'ples they often disputed over their
anestion which of them would be great-
est in Christ’s Kingdom. The chief con-
tention among modern disciples is over
His anestion, ‘Whom say.ve that T ami’
Yet thev could, no doubt, answer now
as did all the disciples through Peter,
‘Thon art the Christ, thé Son of the Liv-
ing God.' Jesus was satisfied with that
answer and declared that it was a revela-
tion from the Father. His disciples whn
can sav it in sincerity to-day onght not
1o feel obliged to separate from one an-
other becanse of differences of opinion
as to who He is,”
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Among the tributes to Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman that of Premier
Botha was especially notable. “In secur-
ing self government for the new Colon-
jes,” said General Botha, “he not only
raised an imperishable monument to him-
self but through the policy of trust, hein-
spired the people of South Africa with
a new feeling of hopefulness and co-op-
eration. Tn making it possible for the
two races to live and work together har-
moniously, he has laid the foundation
of a united South Africa.”

Tn March, 1904, Mr. Aunsten Chamber-
lain, speaking to a deputation of liquor-
cellers who eama eomplaining of  the
heavy taxation, said: “The trade might
pay the tax in the firet instance, but they
wera only collectors. They would recov-
er it from the consumer.” S8ir George
Murray, when chairman of the Board of
Tnland Revenue, once dined with the
brewers, and in his responding speech,
sald to them: *“Through their agency
he was enabled to collect—to extract from
tha pockets of tha people—a large sum
of monev. and, through their agency, he
was enabled to do this without their
knowing anvthing abont it.” There can
he no question that tha liquor trade in
1 very renl sense paye no taxes: the
Arinkers. the drunkards, and thelr fam-
ilies pay all tha taxes which are levied
on the trade. Tt iz well for us not to
Tnse sight of this,

A hopeful view of the present state of
Protestantism in Germanv is based part
1y on articles pmblished by such writers
as Prof. R&chndde and Dr, Christlieh, who
are eminently qnalified to jndee in this
matter. partly on the personal ohserva
tion of the writer. This view is strength-
ened by tha constant fIncrease of the
rumhber of Protestants at the expense of
tha Catholies in Germany, as fs sean
from the following paragraph published
in the church papers: “Statistios show
that in Germany the number of Cath
olics who become Protestants greatly ox
ceeds the nnmber of Protestants who ha
coma Catholies. From 1890 to 1904, 75.978
Catholics hacama Protestants, whila hnt
10.054 Protectants hecame Catholics. Tha
Catholie anthorities blame ‘mixed mar-
riages’ for the larger amount of apostasy.
Tn saveral of the minor states of the
German Fmpire thare have been no con
versions from Protestantism to Catholi
eism hnt in every state and every yenar
there are conversions to Protestantism.”

Mr. Aequith, Prime Minieter of Brit-
ain, owee much of his sneccess to self-
heln.  TUnwearied industry and eolid
ability have secured for him the highest
honor nnder the Crown. Born at Mor-
ley. in Yorkehire, in 1852, he first went
to a Moravian echool at Pulneck, and
then to the City of Tondon School,
whera the closest application to study
won for him a scholarship that took him
to Balliol College, Oxford. Hers he
ecame under the influence of Jowett,
After a notable career at the university
he returned to his old school ae a tutor,
Called to the Bar in 1876, he entered
Parliament for East Pife in 1866, was
funior counsel to Ruesell in the Parnell
Commission in 1889, and “took eilk” in
1890. He wae Home Secretary in 18925,
and hecame Chancellor of the Exchequer
in.1905. Ha is the first lawyer since 1812
who has achieved the Premiership. Tn-
tellectnally he probably has no rival in
the present House of Commons, but his
rise fe due in large measure to his in-
finite capacity for taking pains,




