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the nations to pluck up and to break
down and to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plnt. His living-words,
the sunshine and the rain, dissolve the
dead tres and build up the living.© And
this is a symbol of what is true of momal
and spiritual relations. God's word
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May Blind or Guide.

What a powerful licht to blind or
guide is the word of God! No will, no
mind. nn conscience, no affection are so
affirmative as those of God. No in-
torferencs in the workings of thines
ean eamal His own. He reigns in this
unhrookahle fashion, making the snirit-
ual the supreme interest in Hie uni-
verse. The sons of men who in all eir-
enmetane s make this interest their chief
aim in life are the children of faith. Tt
is these who find the word of God
powerful, ever bringing them into in-
fluential relations and large nlaces. The

men whom Moses summoned to enter
the Promised Tand were umable to
en''r in becanse of wnbelief. They

were slow of heart to believe all that
God promised. And a slow heart, what
is it but a carmal, self-indulgent, spirit-
ually vnentsrprising heart?  And with
such God is  displensed because they
deem themselves worthv of high things
—things in kesping with their true na-
tures. They prefer leeks and onions to
liberty., They take not on the bhelieving
man’s burden, and so remained strangers
to his high aime and divinely deep joys.
M= Tsraelites, released from Faypt,
chose the squatter’s doom. They were
tramps for forty years instead of enter-
prising citizens of the world, taking pos-
eession of it for God. Taying up their
talent in a mapkin, they regarded God
ae hand, reaping where He had not sown.
Their wilderness experience could be no
other than murmuring about water and
food. The powerful word of God brings
thi but di intment and

to those who through unbelicf seek first
what they shall eat, and what they shall
drink, and  wherewithal they shall be
clothed. God has ordered the nature
of things that man eannot live by bread
alone. The attempt to do so is law-
i Sin alone excludes men

from the guidance and fellowship of
God. Tt is unbelief which prevents
men from enfering every promised land
to which God invites them in every age.
of God's
proaressive

Tt i in the redemptive power
word that its liberating and
energy is most gloriously exhibited.

! The Word of Life.

God’s last word to us is not death but
life, not guilt but grace: “Come now
us  reason together, maith Jehovah;
though your sins be as scarlet they shall
be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson they shall be as wool.” And
His word is to prosper in the end to
which He hath sent it. Its transforming
power is to bring forth instead of the
thorn, the fir tree. Did it not turn Paul
from being a fiery persecutor into a min-

ister of the grace of God to all people?
And he himself tells us his case was in-
tended, among other things, to be a pat-
tern of what God's living and powerful
word can effect, Tt said to him go for-
ward, cease to maltreat your kinsman,
and instead bring light to your own
people and to the Gentiles. God's word
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The Real Light.

The faintect streaks of dawn are the
same in quality though not in intensity,
aa the eun in noondav snlendor. The
light which onided Abraham was dim
compoved with that in which we walk.
Yet dim as it was it was real light. Tet
ve, however, not forget, though real. it
waa also dim, Teaiah saw as David did
not, and Jeremiah bheheld as Tsaiah did
not how worshin was not confined to
Zion's hill. Frernal truth received its
color from the conditions of those to
whom it eame bearing healing in its
heame. This powerful word of Cod e
like the rising sun. At first it gilds the
monntain tone hnt ascends until there
is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
The least in the kinedom of heaven is
greater than Tohn the Baptist, the last
of the prophets.

The quality in God’s word in virtue of
which it eaused men to grow in wisdom
throurh the aees resarding God and what
dutvy He reonives of man is its energv. a
avality which the friends and foss of true
religion have too often combined to denv
it. The friends of the Bible have treated
it as a hot-hovse nlant. to be tenderly
invironed lest ite life should evanorate
like a vapor. instead of resarding it as a
tent from which the sun of eternal truth
emerges like a strong man rejoicing to
ron a race.

This nowerful word of God has trans-
formed the specch of men. causine terms
of reproach to become enithets of honor.
Our verv dictionaries testify that insnira-
tion belonwe to +he perretnally operative
word of God. They tell us to be meek
is to be self-controlled and gentle. not
easily irritated or provoked. To be
meek, accordine to the nagan idea, was
to be mean-spirited. As far as the east
in from the west so far is the heathen
iden of agape or love from that of Serip-

ture.
Perpetually Operative.

What if the framework of the Babylon-
ian account of the flood is similar to that
of Reripture? What about the contents
of the two? They are as different in
their significance as the word love is to
the heathen and to the Christian mind.
And why? Because the word of God is
powerful in transforming the minds of
men, and as an inevitable result their
institutions, literature and laws. Thie

perpetually operative word is bouad to
win the day. To be against it is to fight
against God, and to meet only shame and
defeat. To be with it is to attain to
vietory and honor.  Christ must reign,
Life, and not death, is to be the issue
of things, for the word of God is perpet-
ually existent and operative. And He
v‘-h'o speaks and it is done is not to
finish His work with a death’s-head upon
the apex of things, but with a throne
and on it the Prince of Life,

The kingdom of heaven does not come
with observation. We do not find it by
looking to the east or to the west. Tt
i within men. The nerpetually existent
and onerative word of God annraises the
seen h\: ascertaining the spirit underlying
it. Neither circumeision nor 'wneireum-
cigion attest the nresence or absence of
the !(inpdnm of God, but the snirit in-
{fvlrm::‘u thm.r Tt in the snirit that gives
ife every form in  thi
small externally, Wy

Christ and 8mall Things,

Tt is in small things that nrineiples
been often first discovered rf":mi“r::\:
importance. Newton in the fall of an
anple appprehended the law which forms
the tear and the planet. Qualitatively
'.’" universe isof a piece in things phy-
sieal and spiritual. A drop of the ocean
reveals the chemistry of its far-reaching,
fathomless waters. For  this reason
(‘hn.at in the spiritnal enhers made much
of little things, He includes in His re-
port on the state of religion the widow's
mite,  He magnifies omality and not
bulk when He makes the man of one
talent the subject of condemnation.

Sin is best seen in its cssence when
apprehended. not in tragic but in ordin-
ary eonnections.  We are disposed to
judge sin by its consequmces.  God
deals with its intrinsic nature. Hatred
we all acknowledge to be sin when it
murders its ohiect. Unholy anger, the
germ of murder, is eriminal in God's
sight.

In the Epistle of James we are taught
that “whosoever shall ke'p the whole
law and yet offend in one point is guilty
of all.  For he that said. Do not com-
mit adultery, said also. Do mot kill."
T»!li- teaching comes to us in connection
with a custom modern as well as an-
cient, and which only the living, power-
ful word of God would lay bare as sin-
!‘nl. Its form is far from repulsive, giv-
ing a front seat to a millionaire and a
back seat to a poor man! What usher
in any church is without sin! And who
shall stand if iniquity is thus dealt
with?  Sin, in short, when brought un-
der the criticism of the living, active,
heart-searching word of God consists in
unlikeness to God. He requires likencss
to Himself as the duty of man and an-
gel.  Our prayer must be not that we
fast twice in the week, or give tithes of
all that we possess, or are sound in lit-
erary theories of Isianic or other pro-
phecies and thank God for _the wsamne,
but that He would make us to know
wisdom in the hidden part.

Conduct and Life.

The Church in Ephesus was noted for
its works, and toil, and steadfastness,
and hatred of false teachtrs, but God
charges them with having left their first
love and calls upon them to repent and
do the first works, or ¢lse He will come
and remove their candlestick out of its
place.  Motive counts for everything in
religious interests. Out of the heart are
the issues of life. In the very natureof
things the_judgment is taking place in
us.  We are sowing the to be. Man at-

tains only to righfeousness as he be-
lieves with the heart. It is not eating
herbs alone or meat and herbs that
shows us where men stand religiously.
Each case is right when done with »
heart grateful towards God. Here diver-
sity of manifestation finds it unity




