
6 HELEN'S nAJims.

break into a liouso where tliere's a savago-lcokiiig man.
(Never inmd about tliankinj,' me for the compliment ) If
.*/(m7< only come np, my mind will be completely at rest,
llie cluldren won't give you tlie slightest trouble

; they're
the best children in the world—everyl)ody says so.

"T«>iS5 has plenty of cigars, I know, for the money I
should have had for a new suit Avent t.> i)ay his cigar-man
He has some new claret, too, that /„: goes into eestaeies
over, though I can't tell it from the vilest black ink ex-
cept by tlie coh>r. Our horses are in splendid condition,
and so IS the garden you see I don't foiget your old pas-
sion for tli.wers. And, last and best, there never were so
many Jiandsome girls at Hillciest as there are among the
Slimmer ])oarders already here ; the girls you are alit-ady
awiiiaiMted with here will see tliat you meet all the newer
5tC(piisitions,

" Jlei.Iyl)y telegraph right away. Of course you'll say
les.' "J

" in great liaste, your loving

" I'.S. Vou shall have our own chamber; it catclus
every Itreeze, and commands the Hnest views. The chil-
dren's r(»om communicates with it ; .so, if anything .sAo*/^/
Jiai.pen to the darlings at night, you'd be sure to hear
them. '

"Just tlio thing!" I ejaculated. Five mimitcs
later I liad telegraplied Helen my acceptance of jut
invitation, and had mentally selected books enough to
busy me during a dozen vacations. Witliout sharing
Helen's belief that her boys were the best ones in the
world, I knew them well enough to feel assured that
they wuidd not give me any anjioyance. Tiiere were
two of them, since Baby Phil died last ftdl ; Budge,
the elder, was five years of age, and had generally,
during my flying visits to Itelen, worn a shy, serious,'


