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Inapector General, which, having t^ceiveJ tbe wnction «f H|B

Excellency the Governor General—be had at once tendered hia

résignation in the following ternis :

—

Québec, 18th Sept., 185^.

,

Sir,—The memoranduth of the Inspector General on tbe future

commercial policy of the country, andlhe adoption o( that policy

by the Government, places me in the unavoi(®ble position of con-

«idering how far I can, under the circumstances, retain my rela-

vion to the Governor General aa one of hia adviaers. I under-

atand that it ia the intention of the Government to pursue towards

the United Statea a retaliatory policy which ia to be carried out

—first, by charging a higher toll on American than on Canadian

veaaela and their cargoea, in paaaing tbrough tke Welland Canal
;

Secondly, by levying a higher rate of,4utie8 on augar, molaaaes,

a^t, tea, cotton and wooUen gooda, àïidW iron, hardware, lealher,

glaaa and paper manufactures, than the -jarae articles will be

chargeable with, if imported by thjj^Gulf of/the St. Lawrence.

Thia policy délaya for an indemnité, period, the making free the

navigation of the St. Lawjctïce between Québec and Montréal,

to American vesaels. Itralao involves the like delay in tb(frCiom-

raencement ©f theX^al to connect the St. Lawrence with Lake

Champlain. By^arging a higher rate of-toll to American vea-

aela and cwgéea, tbe American trade will be forced from Oawego,

and Oadénaburgh to Buffalo, and the Canal and RailnAd con-

Iwith it. Whatever roigbt be the advantages <rf reciprocity

„ ^^dè with the United Statea, far greater advantages would re-

^It to Canadian Commerce, by opening the St. LstWrence,

aboliahing agricultural dutiea, arrangiifg for a reqiproca^fc^ vTim

the Britidi Weat l^idiea, and conatructing a Catïàl to confect toe

St. Lawrence with Lake Champlain, than could reault from any

retaliatory policy against th» United Statea. Such a retaliatory

policy cannot fail to be understood by the American people, and

the establishment of an aggreaaive commercial policy between the

two countries, while it may be productive of other immédiate and

remote cvila, will, in my opinion, be aobveraive of the vaetiocrease

of trade which would foUow the policy I hâve recomçnended. I

entered the Government aa an avowed friend of Free Trade.

My viewa bave been tbe reault of aome yeara of action and re-

flection, and were well known to my colleagues on entenng the

Miniatry. To abandon Free Trade in order to carry out a re-

taliatory policy, which I am açtiafied will in the end be moat i«-

juriou», ia a Mcrifice of principle I am not prepared to ro«ke, and

a sacrifice which, had I auppoaed it woulé hâve been reqwred

from me, would, witbout hésitation, hâve prevented tae become

a member of the Government. Under thèse circumstances, I

bave tbe honor to request you to tender mj résignation to Hw
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