JOHN McLOUGHLIN

This feeling was intensified by what is commonly known as
the Whitman massacre, which occurred in 1847. Whitman was
an evangelical worker, but not a minister; he merely helped
the cause as a physician, the field of his activities being among
the Cayuses, a tribe which a glance at a map will show lived
a long distance south of the Flatheads. It lay between the Cas-
cade and Blue Mountains. Whitman was unfortunate in the
handling of his patients, especially in his too generous use of
strychnine as a specific. The consequences were that a good
many of the red men died. That was enough to put his life in
danger, but when his model Christian convert, Jo Lewis, told
the tribe that he heard Whitman and Spalding plotting to re-
move all the Indians, so as to get their lands, the missionary’s
fate was sealed. On November 29, 1847, he and Mrs. Whit-
man and several others were killed. Spalding escaped, and
though his life was saved by the intervention of Father Brouil-
let, he accused the priests of instigating the massacre.

Twenty years after Whitman's death Spalding concocted a
story which got into all the school books of the land. It told
“How Whitman saved Oregon by making known to the United
States Government the existence of an overland wagon route.”
He had left Oregon in 1842 to warn President Tyler and
Daniel Webster not to sell Oregon for some codfisheries on
the shores of Newfoundland, and then organized a great army
of immigrants, whom he led across the mountains in 1843.
Neither the mendacity nor the absurdity of the story prevented
the general public from accepting it as true, and Whitman was
hailed as a great patriot and a hero. The indignation of Mar-
shall, who confesses that he was for a long time a victim of
the fraud and then wrote two volumes entitled “Acquisition
of Oregon” to expose it, is almost amusing.

In 1838 Father Blanchet came to Oregon, and he and Mc-
Loughlin at once became close friends. The most recent book
that furnishes us any information on what occurred in the
spiritual life of McLoughlin at that time is “Pioneer Catholic
History of Oregon,” by Edwin V. O'Hara. It gives the tradi-
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