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Btan(liH)int, the importaut quesuou in lU inuballo irailic futuio.

Tlio Buviug in lime, cuuscqueui ou tliu sludlcr distumo, lud tlie

reductiou in ratei* tousequunt llierwu, inu)' be expected to ultrait

.illio. 'I'ukiiig liie I'uuuiiiu I'ii' d fctiiiiuli', four iiulcs [» f lioui

wouhl l)f tlic iiiaximuiii .^pffd ou ilie fiiiml portion i.f the n»ute.

It may l.i; uc''d iii passin- tluU on tin- Wollmid r:iiial, uhidi

hurt, liovv.wi-, x-nnv sharp curvivs the rtpced falls helow tliis. lUit

ou the basirt of four mil"., pt-r hum \\v liml that t!ii'4 route would

peririit ve8!ti'ls to move from (ieorgiuu Buy to MoatrLul in seventy

hours, ang an udvuntiigc of from one and '-half to two

day- over existing routes. Tiiis eukuhition i .. 1, liowever. on

the eouditions alfeeting the e.visting fourtei. . wat-rwiiy is

way of the Wellunil Camil. If the St. I.aurenee route to Montreal

were deepened to twenly-Uvo feet, it is probable—suhjcd to the

tratlic eouditions spokeu of above—that the (leorgian Hay Canal

would have no advantage in point of tiine. The .ieepening of

t!ie Lower Lake and rivT eanal.^ and tlie inerea.se in the size

of the hnks would lessen the amount of lockage. At the same

time, the longer stretches of laki' and river navigation .vould

permit higher speeds than would be possible on the northern

route.

During IDOT the wheat rate from t'hieago to HulTalo by Lake

averaged l.r) cents per bushel, while from Duluth to ButTalo it

was L8 cents. During sr ne period the rail rate on exjiort

wheat from Buffalo to : York was f-om five to five and one-

half rents. The Lake i ... eanal rate by the St. Lawrence to

IVfontreal ha,- average.! over a period of years four and one-half

cents. Sinet it "stimated that the (Jcorgian Bay Canal can

carry wheu. .o Montreal at a profit at two cents pop bushel, its

rate advantages arc apparent.

One of the ohjettions urged against this route is the short-

ncsa of the season. The I,ake season opens witli the opening of

the Straits of 'Nraekinaw about April 30th and ends about De-

cjmher I2th. During the season of \'.w\ the Canadian " Soo "

Canal was open 2.')3 days. The Georgian Bay route would b"

available for about 210 days out of the year. By the Welland

Canal twentv-two days iimre navisation would bo afforded. An-

other factor to be considered is that of wind detention in the

canalized portions of the route. Tlie high sides of steel vessels

make them dif.icnlt to handle in a hich wind. On the Welland


