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cherished tenett of our fathers are beins
abandoned. Though it was never an article
of orthodox fajth that chemical elements
were immutable and would not some day be
resolved mto simpler constituents, yet the
conservation of mass seemed to lie at the
very foundation of creation. Bi> now-a-
days the student finds little to disturb him
perhaps too little, in the idea that mass
changes w.th velocity; and he does not
always reahfe the full meaning of the con-
sequences which are involved.'

This readiness to accept and incorporate new
facts into the scheme of physics may have led to
perhaps an undue amount of scientific sceptic'im,
m order to right the balance.

But a still deeper variety of comprehensive
scepticism exists, and it i« arguef that all our
aws of nature, so laboriously ascertained and
carefully formulated, are but conventions after
all, not truths : that we have no faculty for
ascertaining real truth, that our intelligence was
not evolved for any such academic purpose ; that
all we can do is to express things in a form con-
venient for present purposes and employ that
mode of expression as a tentative and pragmati-
cally useful explanation.

Even explanation, however, has been discarded


