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or. Plnrnl of When compounil nouns arr- written in

nouns. f">- the formation of the plural in Himple

"""Un contrevent (M.) Pes contrevents. (p.) ( = shutterH)

L- ch.'vrefeuille (s) Des chwrefeuiUos (].) ( = honeysuoker).

•'7 When a compound noun is made of two distinct vari-

able'words, they both take the plural form

:

Le rh.,i Hnl ( = tiKer-cat) Les rh.t. H,,r.> = two nouns.

L" coffr.};>H ( = safe) U-s <-offre> fortn = noun and adj.

-8 If a compouml noun is mode up of a verb and a noun,

a PI .position or an adverb and a noun, the noun alone chanjies.

' 1& h.n,chon ( = a c.rkscrew) Des Ih: hourhm. ( = verb

'""'v.m.us lieutenant ( =a sub-lieutenant) Des sous lieutenants

( = preposition and noun).

-.9 \ compound noun made up of a noun, a pr.;,o>itwn

expr'essec'. or understood, and a «<mn, plural,.os the firM noun

"" ^ '

Une nmrhim a vapeur ( = a steam engim)

Des marAirwx a vapeur ( = steam engmes)

.50 Some compound nouns, consi.lering their meaning, or

on account of their elliptic form, ren.ain always singular or

^'"
Un nhatjour ( = shade) De.abafj,.ur =things which bring

'"Tfporf!/,/•. or Des porte clefs ( = one who carries the

kevs = a turnkey.)

N B -However, there is a tendency to adopt a s<)parato

form forthe singular and for the plural, as we niay seo by the

following nouns.^'whose first components are to bo found m many

other words :

^ ^u i \

Vn cure dent ( = a tooth-pick)

Un tire lignc ( = a drawing-pen)

Un couvre pied ( = a blanket).

QUESTIONS FOB EXAMINATIONS.

1. How n.a.>y numl«,-. are there? How <lo you form the plural of

nouns ?

•2. When are nouns invariable t


