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shut her in, and involuntaray she shivered. What if. in thissohury plac^and then through the silence the sharp dickof the iron gate reached her ear.
Tie stillness and the associations shook her nerves. Sheheard footsteps, and, hardly knowing what she feared,she slipped among the trees and stood half-hidden. Amoment passed and a man appeared. He came from the
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^''°•'"^.!^' °P""^ ''°*'y' ^^ ^hin sunkupon his breast, his eyes bent on the path before him. Amoment and he was gone by the way by which she hadcome, without seemg her.
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good, could have come of theirmeeting; and into her thought!
of him had crept so much of distaste that she was glad that
she had not met him in this lonely spot. She went on tothe iron gate, and viewed for a few moments the desolate
lawn and the long, gaunt front. Then, reflecting that if
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a side-path through the plantation, and emerged on thepark at another point.

She was careful not to reach home until late in the daymd then she learned that he had called, that he had waited,
and that m the end Toft had seen him ; and that he iS
departed m no good temper. "What Toft said to him,"
Mrs. Toft reported "I know no more than the moon, but
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After that nothing happened, and of the four at the Gate-
house Etruria alone was content, Mrs. loft was uneasy
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ftjture-what were they going to do ?-a„d per-

fT J^y \°^'' mysterious fortune-how had he come by
It f Toft himself was on the rack, looking for things tohappen-and nothing happened. And Mary knew that shemust take action. She could not stay at the Gatehouse,W Audle"""*
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But she did not know where to go, and no suggestion
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