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rate as they are obtaining high rates and, in some cases, a premium.
It 48 the service offered whiech has controlled the dusiness.

Undoubtedly there must be improvement in serviee, more modera
methods of handling freight and greater frequency. More and smaller
unit® operating in zones might be effective, though this would be
costly with the steam locomotive, Electrification would lend itself
to this development.

The sontainer, as used, in differeant forms on many railways ia
the United States and Britain, offers a method which, if adopted in
eertain parss of Canada, might go a long way in restoring the lest
tonnage., The container idea has been developed in different forms,
Broadly syeaking, it consists of special container rallway cara,
These cars carry a number of containers or boxes which are readily
transferred to motor trueks for road movement. Thus that part of
the haul, which is not economically done by the road vehicle, is
done by the railway and, on arrival at its destination, 1t becomes
the bdody of a truck and permits door %o door delivery,

The distance of road haul would be governed by several factors,
The location of terminal points and the area from and to which ¢ol~
lections and deliveries are made would have a bearing but the basie
governing factor should be that line haul be performed by the raile
ways owing to the lower cost,

It 18 recognized that as volume of freight tonnage increases
unit costs decrease but the demands of the customer for more fre-~
quent movement would seem to tend to confine the long and heavy
freight train to transcontinental hauls and those where highway
competition is not a factor,

It is not intended, herein, %o go into detail as tc the various
types of oontainer car and container equipment, as the subjeet is an
extensive one. It is sufficient to say that the prineiple has been
tried and proven over a period of years with excellent results.

Road haulage is either done by the railways with their own or
controlled equipment, or by contract. The contract method has de-
finite drawbacks not the least of which is the setting up of an
organizetion which might become an embarrassment to the railway.
The contsct with $he shipper is lost to the railway and given over
to an infermediary who might use this goodwill asset to bargainm for
terms as between the two rail sransport organizations,

Sueh a development would enable the railways to dispense with
their present urban trucking facilities and would largely do away
with the need for the present extensive freight shed accommodation,
Further, it would inecrease the field of competition, as between the
two railway companies, as each could solicit business for territory
not now serviced by itself,
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