
2 Excalibur, Decembers, 1976

Soviet psychiatric centres 
used to prison dissidents

By KIM LLYEWELLYN
“Soviet psychiatric hospitals are 

being used ks a device for in
carcerating mentally healthy 
people,” said Natalka Cherniak, 
speaker at the Meeting in Defence 
of Dissenters Imprisoned in Soviet 
Psychiatric Asylums held in 
Curtis lecture hall J, Tuesday 
afternoon.

The meeting was sponsored by 
the Toronto Committee in Defence 
of Soviet Political Prisoners, 
featuring chairman of Political 
Science at Glendon and well- 
known Canadian labour historian 
Norman Fermer, and York lec
turer, Myroslav Shkandrij. Jan 
Duksztu NDP member of the 
legislature, was originally slated 
to appear but was called to the 
legislature before the meeting.

According to Shkandrij, the 
practise in the Soviet Union is to 
commit dissenters most likely to 
raise support in labour camps. Im
prisoning these people to asylums 
is the easiest way of putting them 
away because they do not undergo 
a trial.

In the asylums the prisoners un- Soviet Union is the knowledge that 
dergo various “treatments”. They their cases are defended in the 
are administered with drugs such West. They rely on the publicity,” 
as Haloperisol, Insulin, and says Shkandrij.
Sulphur and are thrown in with in
sane prisoners, a demoralizing ex
perience.

ELECTRONICS Among the prisoners the com
mittee is working to release is a 

“It is disturbing to see a science young pediatrician, Mykola 
designed to free mankind being Plakhotnyuk, who has been 
used in such repressive activities” languishing in the Dniprepetrovsk 
said Cherniak. Mental Hospital for four years.

Shkandrij feels the Soviet Before his arrest, he wrote a 
regime cannot tolerate dissent and samidat essay which spoke for the 
tries to atomize the population so whole oppositionist movement, 
they cannot organize. It tends to Samizdat is the name given to un
pick on individuals to intimidate derground publications circulated 
the rest. throughout the Soviet Union by op-

“Why after so many years of positionists.
Soviet society are they afraid of Says Plakhotnyuk, “You were 
letting four or five people express frightened by a handful of people,

thrown behind bars, without the 
possibility of defending them
selves. You have resorted to con
cealment, terror and slander. This 
means there is a truth which you 
dislike, which you fear, which you 
want to destroy. In order to 
frighten others you deal hardly 
with honest people.

“But you have not vanquished 
them, because right is on their 
side.”
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their opinions?” said Penner.
Committees are located in 

various cities around the world 
such as New York, London and 
Paris. They are in existence to 
bring pressure upon the Soviet 
government by a universal con
demnation of their treatment of 
dissenters. “The only security 
political prisoners have in the
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late in the year and both the 
budget committee and the MRC 
were pressed for time. Knox ad- 
ed that a copy of the budget had 
been available to anyone who 
wished to see it.

Meetings between Knox and the 
bargaining committee were called 
for November 18 and November 
26. Neither meeting was suc
cessful in terms of reaching a final 
agreement due and by the college 
representatives was low.

At the November 18 meeting 
only Edson and one other student 
attended. At the last CYSF 
meeting Edson said that an 
agreement had been reached with 
Knox on the formation of a com
mittee composed of 50 per cent 
students that would have the 
power to determine rent in
creases. Knox denied that such an 
agreement took place.

“It was my belief that I made it 
perfectly clear that it was an in
formal meeting and that we were 
not going to discuss issues other 
than in general terms,” Knox 
said.
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SHI nORDICMFG. Erratum
SUGG. LIST NOW

Last week, in our story on the 
CYSF’s formation of a petition 
campaign, to oppose the hike in 
tuition fees for which $500 was 
allotted, we quoted CYSF 
representative Alice Klein as 
saying that ‘this allotment is 
minimal to the importance of 
this issue.”

The original allocations pro
posed were only $250, and Klein 
spoke against the initial sum, 
and amended the amount to 
read $500 which was then 
passed.
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