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Dear Sir:

Allow me to correct a mis-
understanding created in your
last issue in the story, “Stu-
dents on B of G By Fall”.

Your - article conjectured
that students would become
voting members of the Univer-
sity’s governing body this fall,
as a result of talks held this
summer by members of the Stu-
dent Council and Members of
the Board of Governors.

Firstly, admission of stu-
dents to the Board would re-
quire an amendment to the
University Act, such amend-
being sanctioned by the New
Brunswick government. Un-
fortunately, the wheels of
government turn rather slowly
even when the timing is better.
In this case, the government
could not even consider such
an amendment since the legis:
lature does not sit until spring.

Secondly, admission of stu-
dents to the Board has not yet
even been sanctioned by the
Board itself. Our discussions
this summer were simply the
first stage to realizing that ob-
jective.

The situation is not,
however, as doubtful as I may
have made it appear.

As early as January, 1967,
the Bailey Commission on the
Future of the University re-
commended that students be
represented on the Board of
Governors.

In the past two years, the

" members of the university ad-

‘ministration have been very
receptive to student option.
Executive members of the SRC
‘meet on a regular basis with the
President, Dr. Dineen, and
other members of the Univer-
sity administration on an in-
formal basis. Productive chang-
es and valuable communication
of ideas result, at least in my
experience, from virtually all
of these meetings. Students are
full members of the academic
senate, and are represented on
a great number of senate com-
mittees.

In 1967, a year of student-
administration confrontation
across Canada, the president
of the now-defunct Canadian
Union of Students told
members of the national
Congress, “there is a very real

danger that our administrations
may make concessions this year
faster than we can demand
them.” His message was clear
to the delegates who had re-
ceived such concessions, and
became clear to those who re-
ceived them that year: when a
great number of new respon-
sibilities were shouldered by
those in student government in
a short period of time, they
found themselves so poorly pre-
pared to absorb them, and so
reliant upon administration
people for help, that in many
mases their advances were large-
ly illusory.

I remember the SRC of four
years ago. And 1 seriously
doubt that they would have
been prepared to undertake the
responsibilities that even now
are borne by people in student
government. They were not less
capable people. Indeed, the stu-
dent role in college policy-

making ‘could not be handled
now, were it not for the valu-

able groundwork laid by those
people.

The high cost of textbooks
is a complaint often, made a-
gainst the Campus Bookstore
this time of year.

The Bookstore is owned by
the administration and the op-
eration is managed there. All
invoicing and accounting is
done by the Administration
secretaries, but it is handled as
a separate account. All profits
and losses are absorbed by the
University Fund.

The day-to-day business of

the bookstore is managed by
Mrs. Ottis Logue and her staff
of thirteen full-time and one
part-time employees. In addit-
ion, ten students are hired for
the summer and from two to
to four students work part-
time until Christmas. Their sal-
aries of course, come out of
the bookstore profits.

The Administration charges
a rental of $32,500 a year
against the Bookstore. This is

calculated on the basis of $2.50 -

per square foot of spece used.

“ REALISM NOW:

THE BEAVERBROOK ART GALLERY

October 9th at 8:30 p.m.
Public Invited

NATURE, OBJECTS, FIGURES IN SCULPTURE"

a lecture presented by
DOROTHY CAMERON

prominent Canadian art critic and former gallery-owner

at

on

The goal is largely the same
for us as it was for them.
It expresses a concern voiced
by Woodrow Wilson as pres-
ident of Princeton University:
“a college is not only a body
of studies but a mode of assoc-
iation. . . It must become
a community of scholars and
pupils - a free community but
a very real one, in which de-
mocracy may work its reason-
able triumphs of accommodat-
ijon, its vital processes of
union.”

What began as a simple clar-
ification of an erroncous news
story has broadened, or di-
gressed, into an explanation
of the significance of student
representation on the Board
of Governors. But your error,
sir, was not simply a matter
of placing a wrong date on
a news item about students

sitting on' another committee.
It was in failing to recognize
the meaning of your own news

story.

This charge includes the cost of
all services, and the mainten-
ance of the building. Most un-
iversities in Canada use this
method of covering the upkeep
of their bookstore.

For commercial building
space in Fredericton the rental
charge it this time is $4.50
to $5.50 per square foot.

Another charge of 3 per
cent of gross sales is made by
the Administration to cover
payroll services, receipts, pay-
ments of invoices and financing
the stock kept at the bock-
store. This charge also covers
the business tax. For the fiscal
year 1969-70 the amount in-
volved was $18,104.

There are many incidental
expenses that must be met.
The bookstore offers a service

of making special orders for in-
dividual requests. These books
are sold at the suggested list
price and the postal charge is
paid by the Bookstore.

. Last year a student ordered

a book that cost the store $1.50
by the time the letters were ex-
changed and the postal "cost
paid for. The student was sold
the book at the suggested list
price of § .75.

A frequent extra expend-
iture occurs when a professor
underestimates the size of his
class and too few books are
ordered. For quicker delivery,
but at a higher cost, the books
are ordered by phone and de-
livered by air freight. These
expenses must be met by the
Bookstore.’

To cover all these costs the
Campus Bookstore must make

a profit of 23 per cent on all
items, to break even.

The sale of textbooks is be-
tween 70-75 per cent of total
bookstore sales. They are sold
at the suggested retail price
which gives a profit of only 20
per cent. This is 3 per cent
below the necessary profit

Corrections, comments and criticism

Your treatment of student
participation is passive, a matter
of passing on information ab-

out the work of students now
involved, while neglecting your

own role in the whole process.
You are in control of the sole
print media that will allow
the space to develop a phil-
osophy of student participat-
ion, and to encourage an under-
standing of itsimportance.

! realize, David, that you are
as capable as 1, if not more so,
of deciding just what the role
of the Brunswickan should be.
And | know only too well the
difficulties you face before you
will be in a position to fulfill
that role.

But let me leave you with a
parting comment, by Francis
E. Flavey, in Student Part-
icipation in College Administra-
ion:

*If student participation is
making the most of its op-
portunities, it will serve to de-
velop interest in the school,

level.

Paperbound books make up
another 14 per cent of the
sales. These are also sold at the
suggested retail price which
produces a profit of 30-40 per
cent varying with the publisher.

It is obvious that this
amount of profit is nccessary
to make-up for the 3 per cent
loss on textbooks.

The remainder of sales are
crested goods and writing sup-
plies.

In previous ycars students
have lifted the white, price
sticker and found that the pub-
lisher’s suggested price printed
on the bookcover was sub-
stantially lower.

This white sticker is placed
by Canadian Publishers dis-
tributing American publicat-
jons. The raised price includes
a 10 per cent customs duty and
accomodates for the fluctuat-
ing exchange rate of the Amer-

ican dollar. The result is that a
book originally marked at
$1.95 is sold in Canada at

$2.25.
“I think some of the pub-

lisher's are killing the goose
that laid the golden egg,” says
Mrs. Ottis Logue, manager of
the Campus Bookstore. “They

increase school spirit, and im-
prove the morale of the col-
lege community. These are not
times for school spirit to be
identified with athletic orgies
of cinematic proportions or
thousand-dollar proms. The
work of the school is, oddiy

enough, education—education
with 1ts many aspects and fac-
ets. School spirit is that enthus-
jasm which comes, in the pro
cess of education, from contact
with people and ideas greater
than the self, froin conscious-
ness of a living tradition of a
selfless service, from cooperat-
jon towards trulv great ends,
from consciousness = of the

broad g,oals of human end-
eavour.”’

Stephen J. MacFanane,
President,

Students Representative
Council

Bookstore not hitting students

BY LIZSMITH
STAFF WRITER.

arc putting their prices toc
high.”

Used books. are. bought by
the bookstore for 55 per cen
of their original cost and sol¢
to students at 70 per cent
This is about a 27.3 per cen
profit.

This is a profit of 4.3 pe
cent above the necessary 23 pe)
cent. The explanation given fo
this is that there is from $20,
000 to $25,000 in capital tiec
up in these books for fou
months. This is invested mone}
with no return for that perioc

For the 1969-70 fiscal yea
the net profit, after all deduct
ions was $4,389 - less than
per cent. A profit this sma
only acts as a buffer from gc
ing “in the red”. This mone;
goes into the University fun
for mainiaining and expandin
the University - that is, it get
back to the students in the end

Mrs. Logue, has calculate:
that books lie between 4 and :
per cent of the general cos

of living at the University. But
as she explains, “They are th:
tools of your trade, and the;
will let you into higher pai
fields after four or five years

—_—
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