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A FEW centuries ago Europe w~as visited bywhat was known as the dancing mania of the
middle ages. This was a sort of religious
revival which took the formi of fits of danc-

ing that in many cases lasted till the dancer was
utterly exhausted; and in order to get sorte of the
viciais out of their gîddy habits it became necessary
to invent a sort of dance piece known as the 'tam-
antelle," which in many cases because of its very un-
usual character, succeeded in charming the maniacs
back to the ordinarv motions of other people.

But that was a long while ago; and Europe bas
neyer had another such a visitation in the name of
religion. Now art cones along-which it began to
do a gond many years ago-and wie have an out-
break of dancing which has become so general ail
over Europe, in England, and at last in America
and Canada, that the civilised world may fairly be
said to have gotten another dancing mania; the
great diff erence being that the most of the dancing is
done by experts who performn on the stage for tht
amusement of those wbo have money to spend for
that sort of thing. In whicb respect the modemn
dancing mania has corne to, resemible certain fomi
of drama and basebaîl and other diversions.,

But nobody wants to charm the premiere dans-
euse out of her danig The more she does it-
and the more =al and beautifully - the
inerrier. Canada got its first glimpse of classic
dancing in Isadora Diuncan last yeam, and glimpses
of other less classie but more passionate danseuses
when Genet came and the trilles of the Salomes. For
it is a good while since we learned that "Little
Lgypt" was a discard frorn tht pack. Last week
the Russian ballet caine and we have another vîew.

The sober Anglo-Saxon race has lost its head to
t.he danseuses. Neyer was snch a whirligig of the
poetry of motion" as set London by tht ears last

season. At the Alhambra and the Coliseum the
fantastic-tocrs f rom Paris and Russia-and one
f ront Canada-hiave, turned crîtîcal attention away
fromn the glories of serious drama or drama of al-
most any kind,

Tht Psychological Side.
So is it lecoinlg in) New York; beCginiig to

be so ini Caniada.ý Why? Muisical comediy and
comiîc opera, anld eveni highi-class, vaudoeville have
becen sidetrackcd for thlis the mnost sensuotis, ultra-
acsthctic-w\%cl, wha;tever youi cani't get in ordiniary
dramna and opera. THe danseuse, dlos thtv trick.
Withi the aid (of gorgots muitsic and( classie cloth-
ing-suichi as there s.-sh takcS y'ou ouit of thic
merely initeilectual; away fmon thie demigod stui-
îidities of Wagnelriano plots and thie nlerve-tirinig

polyplionics of modem1ri muiisie; into dt, realmn whlere
yO ou not onily hecar. but sev muiisie; whiere physical
fi e becomucs as nearly as possible a spiritueclle con-
ceptioni-SQd that voit are nio longer concemned as toý
where the outer vestmnits leave off and the iniward
personality begins. It's a good deail like seeing col-
oured gio.sts by miooni1lit-wvitb the tgadditionial ad-
vanitage of hiavînig fairy nîu1sic and vlflh stage ef-
feets to mei(rge the imaýýginaitioni and the senlses and
thte rvasonl iin onel glo1rions dreani1 of hiaronyl and(
rhiythini anid motion. Hoeer don't know thiat
thie exact orl the inexact pscoof o!lth thling in-
terests 11an11y people w01o knoiw they' like very well to
stc balletc or clasýsic daniicing eveni wh1n thle sanie

t in Illeth drawingf-roomll %% tîld bte counlted
"rsu"and "ote"and aIl1 (anrof Frenich

t ing ltat by En1glishI namesl.- wouild bc tahooed lin

esesthecre's a stiel so;(rt c! satisfaction in
talking over tht ting aifterwvards. ilist to sec if
you can't get unlcle or grandînai lokîng iincomifort-
able. On the wblole tberc'sý no hiarm dontc. So long
as the daniscus has lott vout nearer to tht iicredib)le
beantics o! niatuire it's bectter thian faking up a
yawny initerest in WVagner wheni yout pretend you'
arcnhsîsi anid c'tbegini to teIl whyI; better
than goilig tIse or probleml ,plays oif aniy sort;
quite as wholecsom1e as a good( pîctuire gallery, and
tht next best thinig to fields anid b)irds if youi don't
happen to have thte birds anid fields, hiandy and cani't
bal f app reciate theicwhei vol' have.

But of course thte value of stage dancing, hike
that o! any other art, dcpenIds largely on owwelI
it is dont. Once you have setled thiat, you know
good front bad art in tht dance you have leamnled
somiething worttî while; for dancing is one of tht
oîdest o! the arts, and wiIl probably endure
as long as rhythm is a gift of tht humaniit race.

Pavlowa and Mikail Mordkini came beadiiig a
troupe of balletiats accomparlied by an alleged sec-

lion of the Metropolitan Opera House orchestra
from, New York. In Toronto there were packed
bouses and tiptot expectation; also disappointment:
or else misapprehlension. Rtissian ballet is a new
thîng in Canada, and to most of us quite too baffling
to comprechend in a single night. So far as could
be observed, most of it was a mixture of panto-
mime, revel and mort or less serions, even tragie
dramna, taking tht fommi of Iegend; ail set to more or
less excellent music. Tht actual dance occupied
only part of the performance. Tht acting was prob-
ably good.

But tht Russian ballerina and hem fellow-artist
came to Canada under bad conditions. To hegin
with, tht orchestra was a scratch; played out of
tune and without spirit; an aggregation of aver-
age fourth-raters. Tht quten of ballerinas could not
be expected to do herself credit to sucb music, even
with the best of accessories and the best of pro-
gramme selection, But the staging was also bad;

Napierkowska, ont of the gVat Russlau danseuses
appearing as a Bedoula mald tu an

Ârab ballet In Paris.

The light fantastlc Xyasbt, another Ruuuian, las
ah. danced in the Alliambra in London.

8b.e la a cloe friend of Pavlowa.

The Danciing Mania of Modern limes
But it is flot thje Modern Dancers wbo are Mad
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mueli worse than in a third-class thcatre-
stage carpentering was atrocious; at leaut 1
minutes between acts, and some of the ..props
down almost on top of the actors. The wors
ure of ail was the poor management, which ti
it necessary to send along a dozen mediocrî
clog the performance. Quite likely they imn
that dance criticism wvas at a low ebb in A,
and that the more they could put on the sta

>merrier. But if Pavlowa and Mordkin coulot
given the entire evening wîthout bothering
the indifferent ballet it would have been a p
ance worth while.

Ancient and Modem.
0f course ballet is one thing and dancia

other. The ballet is modern. The dancing (
dora Duncan and Maud Allanl is classjc-ini
it Grecian. There is ail the difference iin the
The ancient is flot less sensuous, but fair mot
dued; more interpretative of the music and le
ourful; depends less upon stage accessorjes
everything is simplified; Iess upon costumes
there îs a minimum of acting and little or r
and but littie pantomime. Classic dancing m
appreciated on any stage big enough. Bafle
ing demands ahl the machinery and atmosph
a first-class theatre. The Russian ballet d.
begin to learn the tricks of the art when ch
They are sent to the goverfiment school for
ing; for the ballet in Russia is a state affala
its own definite traditions and stage setting z
wide range of repertoire.

It would be unfair to the wraith of the pi y
and the diaphonous misty robes toi say that
anything less than an absolute mistress of
art. She set London agog as flot even any,
other famous Russian dancers, nor Isadora Di
nor Maud Allan, nor Leonora and Britta
Paris have done. But in London she had thi
of everything; in Canada just about the w
except in the matter of audience.

Some day we may be able to see Russial,
under ideal conditions. That will be when the
agement who send out the ballet discover thi
America we are not so crude as to demand a
stageful of half-expert people whilen two wot
plenty-or even one, if as good as Pavloýw
Mordkin.

.Everybody's Thanksgivin 1
URING recent years, the WVest of c

scemed to have more reason for tF,
giving than the East, becauise it wa
that portion of the country that de,

ment was most rapid. This year it is flot the
since the developuient of i910 bas beeri Uut
uniformn. Canada's Thanksgiving will thuis b.
in every secticon-equally hearty and( equiaUyv
siastjc.

For example, it is now evident that tht p
and European immigration is benefitinig E-_ai
well as West. There have been Charges th'
Immigration Department was ignorinig Ei
Canada, and devoting all its attention to) the-
The charges were largely true, becauise it waa
lutely necessary that the cheap-land section of
ada should bie used as the magnet. Beside,
older provinces were better able to look
theinselves. Yet of the total Europeani iniimjgi
of 94,800 people who came in during the t
months ending March last, sixty per cent, wi
the older provinces. This is a fair distribi*tioe
tht older provinces should certainly have nç
ther ground of complaint on this score. Tht
pubhIshed figures on this point are for Apdi

M y, and show that during those two nionths
per cent. of th 'e European immigration wen
Ontario andl Quebec, 20,755 to Ontario andj
to Quebte.

0f course tht bulk of the United States i
gration goes to the West. That is n'attira]. ai,
I,ast has no complaint on that score.,rai
whole- immi ration into Caniada, forty e
gots to tbe East and. sixty per cent. to th~e 1
Indeed, it may surprise sorte people iin tht
who have not got close to the facts to disvyt
the East gets such a large proportion. if or
is not satisfied, it is a rich province, and able 1
tablish stronger agencies in Great Britain thu
has hitherto hlad. Indeed it is a cauise for w,
that Ontario spends so littie on securing add4
to its agricultural population. In this, fault. i
the excellent company of tht Maritime Provin,

Canada has made wonderful progress d
i910, and the outlook ils most encouraging,
giving thanks for this prosperity, neiher the
miniîon as a whole, noir any province iii parti,
can afford to relax its efforts. On the corn

vr citzenshould resolve that the prescrit i


