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GETTING A LUNE

ON THE WEATHER
Weather Is and Hou' Il Is Forecasted.

MeteoroIogical Office, Toronto, where weatlier reports are made for the Dominion.

IN a big, grey building on Bloor Street, in To-ronto, sit a score of physicists, chemists, photo-
graphers and astronomers. They are the men
whose daily business it is to tell a continent

what is going to happen next in the drama of
weather. To these men, day after day, hot over the
wires caging the Meteorological Building, tick re-
ports of the most universal and fluctuing stock
in the world.

Back on the Canadian farm in the early days
there was sure to be a chap, wbo had a namne for
sorcery because of the accuracy of his weather pre-
dictions. He was a famous rural character. He
claiined that he could tell whether it was going to
be a fine day .for ploughing b>' the way the chickens
ran through the yard and held their tails. The
strangest part of it was that people trusted and be-
lieved bu:- and conducted their menaL-e accord-

an overcoat in Edmonton. It defies international
laws and boun 'daries. You cannot keep it out by a
duty-or we would neyer'have imnported that hot
wave of famous memory from Uncle Sam. Often
it gets marked down to bargain prices and there is
a weather glut on the market of the kind you least
expect and don't want. Weather seems to f ail im-
partially upon the just and the unjust; upon the
millionaire with a clincli on the stock market, or a
shop girl with one suit a year, and the sic> cloudy;
the fisherman in his dory creaking out of Sydney
Harbour way down in Scotia; the swarthy lumber-
jack, pulling on his sweater up in the Ontario woods;
the prairie farmer, watching the dew glistening on
lis seas of No. 1 bard in the early morning sun;
the trajisman among the muskegs of the Mackenzie.

One thing science bas taught about what we

Building in Toronto, telegram in one hand, tracing
lines with hîs other over a large map scored with
a network of red.

"How do I forecast the weather? Why the
weather works almost according to law; it's mono-
tontous when you get to know it," he announced,
pointîng to the map.

"There's the Eastern hemisphere, there's the
Western. You see! Now in each hemisphere are
found two principal zones of atmospheric action: a
zone within and just outside the tropics, where the
trade winds blow with remarkable persistency in
one direction, and a zone in the middle latitudes,
where the general movement of the atmosphere is
from Westward to Eastward. It is within and with
this Easterly drif t that storms pass across Canada.
Generally you will notice that weather changes
corne from the Westward. So much for that., The
main part of the forecasting is to keep track of
these zones. We have got instruments and equip-
ment to do that. The amateur weather prophet did
not have that advantage. H1e might make a shrewd
observation on the weather, only to have bis pre-
diction upset by the advent of conditions entirely
unforeseen and foreign to his constituency of specu-
lation. Now we receive daily telegraphic reports
in this Central Toronto office, at the same time
from branch stations f rom Daw ' on City to Halifax
and f rom Maine to California. We know ail about
the atmospheric pressure, the temperature, the direc-
tion and velocity of the wind in every cranny of
the continent. If the barometer reading shows iow
pressure in a certain district, we know that more air
is needed there. From the highest pressure district,
to this spot, there will be a rush of air. By close
attention to our maps and instruments, we can
gauge ýthe extent. of the country to be affected by
the movement. That's weather prediction."

1To the weather-xnan, bis subject is ahl regularity,
ail uniformity, ail -logical-even the great heat wave
of July 1 and after.

'WThy that heat wave! So many people ask me
about that. It was this way: In the north of the
continent was the
region of low pres-
sure - the region
of cyclone. In the
South, over the
Mississippi, w a s
t he anti-cyclonic
insovernent of high
pressure. Out of
this region of the
nti-rvcIýonie. the


