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T E present confusion--as I write-lan the Brit-lali Capital over vital questions of dlplomacy,
tr orelga relations, Balktan negotiations and
mi'lltary strategy, will-lf ws will but look

squarely into.. it-reveal te us just what a certain
school of thaught in this country are constantly prod-
ding us up ta demand when they inslst that we
should share in the guidance of Imperial policy if
we are ta bo asksd to shars la its bur-dons. That la,
they argue that we sbould flot have to fight for what
aur diplomate do unless -we belp tell these diplomats
what to de. Yet if these men -have bad their sars to
the ground. thoy wlll have noted that the prileged
electors of the. United Kiagdom bave aot beon telling
the British d1i>omats or rulers what to do la this
meat critical time in aur history-not ta any ertent
that yau would natice.

'T 118 ls plain at a glance. How mucli dld the
Ivoter ln~ London or Midiothian know of what

went on of late la regard ta Balkan bargaining
or mllitary strategy? The flrst that lie beard of the
critical opération of iandlng Âlllod troops on Greek
soul waa afttr lt had besu doue; and lie onîy heard
ît thon as a vague rumeur whlcli as a raie lie pro-
oeeded te dlisbelle're. Ho was not consulted. He
was nat advlsed. He was coomitted ta thls whole
polio>' befare lie heard of it. I arn net suggesting
tbat lie should have besa causuited. lt la only pos-
alieI te wage war by secret couneBlsanmd hidden plans
whlch reveal themselves te the eneftuy ln the form
of surprise attacka. It la only possible te couduet
a foreiga policy by secret neotiatieils and carefully
cancealed manoeuvres and cypher communications.
There is no use talking nonisense about lt. Gavera-
ment by public meeting la impossible, touciehlg mat-
tors ln wblch the most profound and well-preserved
secrecy la an impérative condition of success.

BUT, la sucli a time as this, lt becames plainer teBthe average man how llttle it la possible for
him te know about 4uls own business iu these

délicate and difflqult fieldis of forelgn pelities, if ho
wants that business te ho oeff eotfvely tranisacted-
And, of course, lie does. A f allure in bis foreiga
policy or bis militar>' préparations ma>' mean the
nsediess killiag of bis bey on the field o! battle. But,
50 long as bis foreigu policies xmust ho pusliod ln
compétition wltb the foreign policles ef secret o11-
garchies-sucli as the Germlaii-be mnust meet seci'OCy
wltb seceso>, or suifer lnevltable defeat on every
occasion, because his plans are known lna dvance
b>' his rivais or hiseonemies.

IMERELY mention tbis-net at ail to dissuade aur
people framn accepting a share ln the gaverameuit
of the Emplre--they must inevitabl>' assume tbat

share-but te help la getting before our minds quite
-1 -- - + ;ý-~ ara~ lieina lirLPt to demn~d. It

not be asked to share in the caste af Brltain'a foreigri
policy until they are invited ta shars ln shaping 1V.
It sounds sa plausible that our people may bo taken
In by it. *They xnay Imagine that they are belng
barrsd out of the council chainiber whsn their fellow
Britilih subjects, who live In London and Midiothian,
are sittlng- comnfortably down! in "the ýseats of -the
mighty," telling Grey and Aequlth and Lansdowne
how te gavera the Empire and ffuel ths foreigner.
So that ýIt la just as well. that they should realize
promptly tha-t tbey are net ýbeing so discrimiuated
against. Wlhat la belng deaied them is--so far as
forelgn politics go-the lîttle-uýsed power posssssed
by the Britishi voter ta turni eut oes set of. Foreign
Office experts and put in anothel', who will usually
pxoceed to carry out sxactly the policy of their pre-
decessors. For, while a Liberal Foreign Minister

T HERE nover was a Map of amail area represent-Hing snob a large combinationi ot warld forces
la focus as this map of Balkania pn this page.

Chie! laterest just now centres lai Buigarla. The
Allies are laadiag troopa at Salonika for opération
against ths Bulgars at Struminntz immediatel>' north..
The Austre-Gerfrns are operating aiong the Danubt
la the north. Belgrade la la thsir banda. The Bul-
gars are advaaclag from Sofia, their own capital,
upon Niali. Te tbe west, at Uskub, Vhs>' have cut the
,.ilm,o, -ninýi~ fran ,i lann1Ir ta Nlsh. iiecessary
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must force an entrance through Bulgarla. She
is aireai4y .bombarding the ports of Varna and
Burghaz'on the Black Sea. Msanwhulo, the Austro-
German forces' are la teucli wlth the Turks, wliam
the>' are ready ta supply with munitions et war
against the Alied forcés at the Dardanelles.
It seems altogether likel>' that the main part' of
this winter's fig ' ting will ho doue la this area
wbile eastoru sud western bines hld. Wlth a
spectac~ular and costly success far the time hein,,
la the East against the Russians, and a partial suc-
cees la brute-force diplomoacy witb. the Bulgars
against the Allies, German>' flnds this a good time
te send eut feelers for peace an termas of ber ewai
suggestion. Germany bas tackled the biggest and
last of ail huer spectacular jobs la creating this thîrd
front. Constantinople, la twics as far tram Berin as
the eastern border of Paland and lt eoaa anly bo
reachedl thrç>ugh a country of mudli greater dlfficulty
la transportation than Poland.
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does flot dream of consultlng the British people--or
even the British Parliament-or even: the whole of
his own Cabinet-regardlng ls policy taward
foreigu natione, lie does consuit Constantly Witlh the
fareign policy experts of the Conservative Party;
and vice versa.

L ET us by al means get into the game as sooin
'as we can. Our contribution of soldiOrs to te
armales of-the Empire at the present time la by

far the longest step we have yet taken toward repre-
sentation on, the governlng bodies of the -Empire.
Sir Robert Borden speaks wlth an augmented weigbt
In Lon-don every tiine a Canadian gets into the King'--
uniform. It doesn't matter iso much what they c al
hlm or to w1hat tommittee they eall hlm. Flghting
weigbt ls what counts to-day. Let us send our per-
manent representatives ta London as soon as lt can
ibe arranged. Thatt la the only path by whleh we ýwll
attain tc resil Imiperial importance. But when aca-
demie theorists want us ta seil aur blood for forinal
written representabion on some Imperial committee
-and want us to demand the prlce ln> advaace-let
u8 realize, Just qhat It menus.
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