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ssked f0? a "ticket dlean to FPerglnny, ta
Fait mont Laudin'* sali A ladyirs ticUét.
,Cplored lad? !tJav m;ai, uaw mal A

r ladyw t ina ladyl-MyoleMin,
sai. r. Genlal Jones a p Joues, »h -il

A touch on Pet.'s halder: «"OId
mawherws rMy possuin ?
It as the, young lawyer vie had

trusted P.t. for hies good face. Was
Vltory nov tq slp frointhe. feeble old

"~De ticket, Mars.,» tammered the.
oldl man; "it. waa des for the ticket.»

Tiie young, mm lied a good face.
Pet in hiW turn trusteit a gôod face, and

room, the caoklng on thi a rntii.
fruits Of the.'Jersey farm hat vas not,
even ta the. flnding of tii. opossum and
Unta everal sales.
."I des atudied dat ]Pd t6ke Matis

de ticket, sud she neyer would know
how I git it, snd Jet lier git home for
Ciristias dinner. Dey yaung mistresss
dey ia ma'yld and vidlers now, sud dar's
grandchilleu tao, an' I studied as I'd get
Mistim ta, dem ail for de Cliriatina
dinner.

"Wiiat were yau golng ta do tien Y"
"Who-me t La, Marse, I gym. ta

stay iieah tii Miatin send fer me, ef ah.
kin send fer me."~ The aid man's eyem
watered vitli the.negro'. *nfreunt
tcarm wiien 'he thought of iiw lti
prospect there vas tiîat MistresWould
ever b. able ta. end for him.

"Take yaur mtstrcsm tii. ticket:' said
tiie young man. "I kne'w General Jone..
My father was hie aide. There'il b.
a carrnage sent ta, bring Mrs. Jonc. here
tomorrow iu time for lier ta take the
boat. 'You bring yaur baggage sud b.
here toa."

"Baggage? Marse, 1 got no baggage
but dis mwtciei," showmng tii. limp car-
petbag.

Chrxstmas Ev. and Mns. General Joncs
ap Jones alighted f ront the carrnage; she
carried a bouquet of roses ent lier by
the son af on. of lier ~late husband's
staff officere. On deck mhe found herseif
surrounded by fruits and floyers, gifts
from the severai survivons of Janes' Brig-
ade now living in New York, They had
but just now heard of the residence in
the. city of General Jones widow. The.

country inn which
had once been
weli known for its
prosperity and air
of homely c o m -
fort; but it was a
patent fact that of
late it had been

going down in the world. It stood at
the end of a narraw lane ývbich
brancbed off from the main road, and
this ivas the reason of its declining
success. For though it was stili ftL-,
quented by those who had known it
of old-by country laborers, commer-
cial travellers, even 'by gentlemen
farmers and their like-cyclists, mo-
torists, and even the ordinary pedes-
trian who did flot knowv the country
very weil, would pass it by without
a glance, especiaily as the lane be-
tween it and the bigh noad was often
deep in mire. The old red-brick
building passed for a farmhouse, ra-
ther than a respectable inn. A mile
or two further ahead, an the high'
xoad, there we a Cyclists' Rest, while
stili further iay the country town of
Burley, whicl- boasted of at least one
hotel, and innumerable public bouses.

It is ta be feared, aiso, that the
modern traveller prefers modern fur-
niture and electric liglit to the old-
world, appurtenances of the "Fleet-
wood Arrns." Evcrything in the old
bouse wvas certainly spotlessiy cdean,
and the oak furniture wvas poIislied
tintil it shone like a mirror;, neverthe-
less, there were signs of decav about
the place, for things that were"broken
were flot always repaired, and it was
rumored that the roof was in need of
miending, and that the stables and out-
bouses were growing mouldy from'
want of use.

Amidst the desolation of deciining

prosperity there was stili one ray cf
sunshine in tbe inn, and this lay ini
the presence of Margaret Elwyn, who
had iived there ever since she was a
clild of eigbt, and sbe was now just
over twenty-tbree. She vas a distant
relation of the late proprieton of the
house, and had been almost like a
daughter to his vife, Mrs. Hallard,
wbo vas left a widow wbea Margaret
vas twelve years oid, and had much
ado to keep tbings going and make
ends meet. But the widow always
comforted herself with the thought
that ber son Nicboias, wbo was thir-
teen wben bis father died, would
buiid up tbe prosperity of the house
once more, wben he attained to years
of discretion. But eleven years had
corne and gone, and affairs bad grown
from bad to vorse. Nicholas. vas a
fairly good man of business, but he
wvas not a good innkeeper, seeing that
lie vas inclined ta be sullen, morose,
a.nd overbearing, bis presence did not
lc.nd ta make the guests comfortable,
and, in* homely words, they very
greatly preferred "bis room ta his
,comnpany." Even aid customers were
driven away by bis want of courtesy
and conviviality. Old Mrs. HallaMt
Iooked on despairingly, and did her
best to remedy matters by ber kindly
cheeriness; but asber beaitb declined,
and ber days advanced, this became
clouded over, sa that ail tbe brigbt-
nicss tbat the bouse afforded came
front, the girl Margaret, who had
gr(Jwn up with a really beautiful face,
*i strong yet graceful figure, and a gay
voice, with which sbe carolled about
tbe dark passages like a lark. "The
old iinn would be notbing without
Margaret," tbe guests used ta mur-
mur sometimes;, and it was certainly
sbe who Proved tbe centre of attrac-
tion ta Yoting and oid. As long as
Margaret remained at the. "Fleetwood
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The Hatred of Nicholas Hallard,
By ADELINE SARGEANT.

Young, 1awyer vas the"e ta Bay, at once,
a Word of greeting and of farçe.l. Aima
thi. Good .Pel1ow and lhie jolly vif..
Wiieu the, if. iiad heard over the tae..
phone of a cartain tory of a opossum,
mii. reealled the faot that mii. vu third
cousin, one degree r.moved, 9f Mns.
Jonesa stepaster and therefore accunt-
ed 'için?" Tii. Good Fellow fait ie
aides incline to mliake with Iaughter like
BWe' Posum's vhenever h. tiiougit of
how lita vife lied failedl to beg the.
gane. And h. fit him eyes groviiumid
viien iie looked et thie ereet, proud little
f1gur. of Mns. Jones nov mo graclously
receîvang the. beiated hemage of manyi
and when he recaled tii. tory, as related
by the young lawyer, of her wearimome
etru ai and of the faithfuil loyalty Qf

mu i save.
With that elastioýty of tii. Southeru

temperament, Mrs. Jonem was baskinq in
present pleasure and joyous-anticipation,
aiready the keen .dge one off tSe re-
mnembrance of ber hardmhTips.

Witii a ticket for himmeif alipped into
him iiand by the Young iawyer, Pete kept
w.»l in the. background.

Before New Year's Day Curator and
,keepers of tii. Brinx Zoo. vere rejoicing
et the recovery of thir fine specîmen
of Dideiphys Virginiana, broghtabout
by tii. exertionm; of a Broadway poiict-
man. But aliltii. quad could flhd no
trace of a decrepit oid negro who bhad
soid tii. specimen ta tii. proprietor of
a Popular restaurant.

T-hat- aid negra vas just then smre-
where down ti Virginia teaching a litti,
boy how ta, make of a turkey bon. a
whistle that would, he - eclared, "des
natchally draw a wild turkey fum, de
Woods right up ta de gun of de. man dat
whistled right initu

«Uncie Pet.," asked the littie boy,
'<viii you take us boys on a possuin
hunt tonight 111

"Um. Now you got me," said thea aid
darkey. "Right dar you got me in a
tight place. 1 dunno 'bout dat, honey.
Possun.isj a mighty 'ticular citter. I
dunno as 1 feel rignt ready-just yet-
fer ter huait Br'er Possum with de gun
and de doge. Not yit,,I ain't reatty. Not
just yit.
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