
'
ALTHAM.

Z°U T'f^ little, comparatively speaking
would have been thought of it. U„4 Samhad entn-ely succeeded in persuading himself
and mor. than half convincing sufh of our
counfymen as were ignorant of ^val affai,.,
that at sea h>s prowess was* uneEalled Iwas therefore that such gn^tulation

'

was
Expressed when the first action of nearly equal
ships, set the question so effectually at rest
As to the capture of a solitary frigate, itw^ a matter of no importance to England

mid the loss could be but slightly felt by the •

Umted States; but morally considered it wasa conquest^ The rulers of the infant republic
could only hope to console their country for the
total destruction of herforeign commerce, which
the.r navy was unable toprotect, by triumphs -m emgle actions of equal ships, and hitherto
then- rulers and press had furnished the people
•with an abundant harvest of "glorious news "

»t,ngsloopsofl0audl8gu„s,as..fi,;e
fagates when taken from us, and glorifying
the readers of their "naval chronicles," byjJar Yankee tricks. The respective fo„,es
of the Chesapeake and the Shannon w.r.,


