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Clause struck out by thie Council in the Militia

Stagf- Officers Salaties Bill.

"« Provided always, and be itfurther:’

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

tlie foregoing provisions of this Act shall.

not have any force or effect, unless,
during the present session of the Legis-
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\' . Observations in czplanation,

-
-~

As the House of Assémt;ly voted the -

salaries and contingencies of the militia
staff; for the half year ending the S1st of
December 1828, onbeing required-todo’
so, and no objection has ever been made

* previously issued should be held to be valid as they stood at that date.

lature, an Act or Acts should be passeg”” out to the charge, there is every reason’
for reviving and continuing the Acts,r * to believe ‘that the clause would have

* . any of them, heretofore passed by the - been withdrawn, and a new bill have _
. Legislature “of this province for regu- passed the Legislature, simply providing
 lating the militia thereof.” .- ] Lo

for. the expense. - .

« No.7. _ e g
CoPpy of a Despatch’ from Lieutenant Geperal Sir James' Kempt to 'Sec_:retary
: -~ Sir George. Murray, 5y - - T
SIr, “ 77 Caste of Saint. Lewis, Quebec, 19th December 1829,

HAVING deemed it essentia! that the militia of the province should be placed. <

on a footing of greater .efficiency than that in which I had found it on assiining

the-administration of the Government, I have the honour to inform you that I. -

recommended the subject to the consideration of -the Legislature in my speech to -
both branches on the opening of the last session. .
The subject was accordingly taken up by the House of Assembly at an early -

period of the session, and ‘a special commmittee of the House. appointed, with - _.

instructions ¢¢ to inquire into all laws which maynow. be in force,- or alleged to be

in force, concerning the militia, and also’into its present state, and to report their

_ observations and opinions thercon to the House.” . | .

. . \ -
In the state of excitement which prevailed in the provinee, in consequenceof the
numerous dismissals.which bad taken place in the militia in the years 1827 and
1828, in which dismissals several of the"influential ‘members of the Housé were

- included, it was scarcelyto be expected that averydispassionate viewwould be taken

by the committee of the matter thus referred to-them ; and”you'will observe by tlie
printed copy of the report made by them to the House, which'I have the honoug

. herewith to transmit to you, that they took occasion in their report.to animadvert
. in very strong terths on these dismissals; affirming that, in consequence of that

measure, the impression had- become general in'the country that the holding of”

- militia commissions was to-be made subservient to political purposes, and declaring

their own conviction that the revival of the militia ordinances of 1787 and 1789

- had been made use of to give effect to that system. They recommendéd accord-

ingly that a new and efficient regulation of the militia should be established by law
as speedily as possible, such a measure being necessary for the safety and welt-being
of the province, * but that the law should be of a nature the least onerouspossibje
to the great body of: the population, and particularly that -it should rewedy and:

"effectually guard’against “the abuses by whigh the militia hasbeen assailed by
- authority, in a’ way (as the committee conceived) deeply injurious to His Majes€y’s -

‘service, and-the security of the provinceé.”—(Page 13.) -

. ' The comm

“

ittee also made a second .report to the House (page 137), in which

B
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they- submitted the heads of'a bill for the tuture regulation and goverament of the . -

militia; but which thiey recommended should not then pass into a law, deeming-it

* ptoper (as-stated in the report) that those interested in the subject should havg an

opportunity/of expressing their opinion thereon previousto its being adopted ; théy .
proposed accordingly that a. new militia bill should be introduced, similar to that
which had/exPired on-the Lstof May 1827, to continue the militia laws for a lmited -
period, but that a clause should beinserted therein to declare all militia commissions -
1ssued subsequently to the 1st of May 1827 null and void, and that all commission
A militia bill was accordingly brought into the House of -Assemply, and passed
that body, being simply a revival of the former militia law, but containing 3 clause’ -

* t0 the.purport recommended by the committee, the effect of which would have been -
. to restore to their commissions all those officers who had-been-dismissed by Lord

Dalhousie since the expiring of the old militia law and revival of the-militia ‘ordi-
nances of 1787 and 1789, and to annut all appointments made since that time. .
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