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Clause struck outi by tie Council in the Militia. O4ervations Zn e.planation.
Sta' Ofters Salaties Bill.

cProvided always, and be it,further As the Uouse of Assembly voted the
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that salaries anad contingencies of the militia
tire foregoing provisions of this Act shall. st*ff, for the half year ending t.he81st of
-not have any force or effect, unless, Decembér 1828, onbeing required-to do
during the present session of the Legis- so, and no objection has éver been made
*ature, an Act-or gcts should be passeeo$oout to the charge, there is every reason
for reviviflg and contnuing the Ac r to believe -that the clause would have
any of.theri, héretofore passed by the - been withdrawn, and a new bill have
Legislature 'of this province 'for regu- passed the Legislature, simply providing
iating the militia thereof." for the expense.

No.7. 7.
Coï>r of a Despatch- from Lieutenant General Sir James' Keinpt to Secretary

Sir Georgeý Murray.
Sn, Casde of Saint.Leiwis, Queb c, 19tb Decem ber 829.

HAVING deemed'-it essentia! that the militia of the province should be placed, <
onafooting of greater.efficiency than that-in whici had fbund it on assing
the-ad Ministration of the Goveranent, I have the honour to informn you that .1
recomntiended the subject to the consideration of, the Legislature in .my speech to
both branches on the opening of the last session.

The sib3ect waa accordingly taken up by the Ilouse of Assembly at an early -
period of the session, and -a special comrnittee of the House. appointed, with -
instructions " to inquire into all laws which may-now. be in fbrce, or alleged to be
in fbrce, concerning the miitia, and aso'into its preseùt state, and to report their
observations and opinions thercon -tO the House."

In the state.of excitement which prevailed in the province, in consequence.bf the
- numerous dismissals.which had taken place in the nilitia in the years 1827 and

1828, in wShich disinissals several of the-influential inembers of the Rousë were
included, itwas scarcelyto be espectedthat averydispassionatevie-wwould be taken
by the committee of the natter thus referred to.them ; and'you'nwill observe' by tuie
printed copy of the repart made by them to the House, which'I have the honour
he irewith to transmit to you, that they took occasion in their rep'ort.to animadveit
in very strong ferrus on these disinissals; affliming that, in consequence of that
ineasure, thé iinpression had. become genèrâl in'the country that the holding of
railitia commrnissions was to -be made subservient to pòlitical purposes, and declaring
tbeir own conviction that the revival of tbe militia ordinances of 1787 and 1789
had been made use of to give effect to that system. They recomnendèd accord-
ingly that a iiew and efliéient regulation of the mnilitia should.be established bylaw
as speedily as possible, such a néasure being necessary for the safety and weU.neing
of the province, C but that the law should l4e of a nature the least onerous.,possibNe
to the great bod4 of the poptiation, and particularly that -it should reùiedy'and:
effectually guard against'the abuses by wiiçl ihe. nilitia has--been' assailed by
authoriy, in a way,(as the conmmittee conceived) deeplyinjurious to His Majesty's
serviée, and-the security of the provincë."--(Page 13.)

The conimittee aiso made a second .report tô the louse (page'137), in which
they..submitted the heads ofa bill for the future regulation and goveroment of the
irilitia; but which they recoirnended should not then pass into a law, deeming-it
pi:oper (as-stated in the report) that those interested in the' sûbject should havs an
opportun ity/of -expressing their opinion thereon previousto its being adopted ; théy,
proposed aecàrdingly that a, iew militia bill should ibe instrduced, sinmilar to tirat
which had/expired on-the ,st ofMay -1827, to continue.the rnilitia laws for a.iraited
period, but that a clause should beinsertedtherein to declare'all nilitia comnissions
issued sul/sequehtly to the 1st of May 1827 null and void, and that ail commissions
previousl issued should be held' to be valid as tWey stood at that date. ~

A imilitia bill ývas accordirgly brought into the Houseof-Assenbly, and-passed
that body, being sirnply a revival of the former militia law, but containing a clause*
to thepurport recomrnended hy tbe*committee, the effect of which would have.been -.

Sto restore to their comnissions all- those officers who haà -been ismised by Lord
Dalhousie since the expiring of the old militia law and revival of the-militia ordi-
nances of 1787 mnd 1789, and to annul ail appointmeits made -since that time.
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