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>Vince ancle of our subject, who was thenin busi-

re at ness in Chatham, and who, by the way, at

0' had Chatham in 1831, built and ran the, first

Âm. at steamboat carrying the British, flag on the

ýr two apper lakes", being on a visit to hi& brother

11M to in Port Dover, and 'taking a fancy to our

hat of subjeèt,. prevalled upon his parents to let

t o St. him go home witli him to, Chatham, to lea'rn

; that the mercantile bu ' sinesg. Daniel Ross re-

(leath mained with him till 1838 when ho com-
1, and menced " paddling his own canoe." From

ion to, this period till 1 84Ô ho was engaged as' a'

f the clerk in varibus éountry. stores. In 1845 ho

1814-151 wu managîng a amall store for a Chatham'
thou- firm at the--P()Înt - where Dresden is now situ-

1884 -lated. - Thinkling this, locality very eligible
scopai forthe site of a town, ho purchased that

came part of lot four, in the fourth concession of

p of a, the then township of Dawn, County of Ke ' nt,

t's ca- ownéd by-Jared Lindsley, and upon ît-fou*nd-
bril- ed what is now the flonrishinc, town of Dres-

Mau den. la 1846 ho married Susan, daughter
hies; of the late John Williams, of ý ' Howard, who
Il the was bùrn 12th August, 1824, and who, died
con- on October athy 1865, leaving four children
en- 'living. These are Dr. J. R. Van Allen'. of

Kansas city; Mildred, now d ' eceased, who
became.Mrs. William Ball, of Chatham ; E.

W.'H. VanAllen, now of Winnipeg; and
ring Hattie, married to, Robert H. Agur, now of
bom Winnipeg. To get Dresden established- our

subject bailt there an hotel, a grain ware-
house and a merchant's shop, and carried on

business in the plaee till 1849, when, owing
alist to-a heavy Ioss sustained in the stave trade,,
ide. hefalled, and,.îihoàly afterwards retùrned
was to Chatham, engaging .there in the mercan-

cea file business. He was again overtaken by
and disaster. in the unparalleled crisis and revul-
was ion in trade that océurred in l8ô7-8, and
Ort he bid good-bye to, the niercantile business
ne, forever, and embarked in the manufacture
the, of-h ' ardwoodlumbeý, in which ho has cort-
Ist' tinued ever since with marked success. In
M 1866 he married Mary A., da'tighter of.-the
M late C. C. Waller, of New York city, à lineal
er, descenda'nt of the, poet Waller. All ' his edu-
b- cation was such as the public schools. in On-

ar- tario, afforded, between- his eighth and his
th5 !ourteenth years. He is.'not a military man

Ul anY sense of the word, though ho holds
8 the commission of captain in the Sedentary

18, militia. He ' served the people of Chatham
e very many years as a school triâtee, as conn-

]y cMor as, deputy reeve and reeve ; and final-
r- iy for, one year as mayor of the town, When

he had the honor of receivîng Lord Dufferin,,
r. týen governor-general. In 1882, after the
0 adoption of the national policy, ho conceîv'-

ed the- idea of getting' up a joint stoèk com-

pany for the piirpose of makîng farm wag-
gons, &é., by niachitiery, something after

the riiodel of the great waggon concerns in
the United States, in whîch enterprise lie
was sticcessful ; and to-dav, the Chatham
Mantifaettiring Corripan.y, oÊ whîch.he isýpre-
sident and manager, ýtfter passim, throngh a

severe striiggle for existence, can say it
has come to stay." Dýiriiag his life lie has

been connected with three different secret
,Bocieties,.,but has ceased his connection with
all of ihem. He has been a life-long con-

.si.sten.t Conservative, and is ' now the presi-
dent of the L. C. A., of West Kent. He
has never been much of a traveller. ^He wu
brought up in the Church of England, ,and
adheres to it. Dtir:nr, hîs thirty yearsresi-
dence in Chatham, since hiâ last return to it
in 18521 lie has been a large employer of

labor,. and îrom- enquiries on'the spot we are
led to believe there are but few men in the
town of Chatham who ha"ve contribut'ed'
more'largely to the. growth and material.

prospenty of that * place than D. R. Van
Allen has done; and-judging from.his pre-
sent appearance, and the fact that he says
he has not taken a shadow of any kind of
drug medicines in forty yéars, we think, and

may be permitted to express'the wish, that'
there are stül many years of his useful life
in store for himself and the place lie
inhabits.

Kîrby, William, F.R.S.C.-Tbis well-
known Canadian author, like many other

literary men, had 'a long prel iminary train-
ing on the publie press. He was for twenty.
years the editor and publisher of theNiagara
.Vail, the le'adin gl and fora long: time, the onily

newspàper., except -the Niagara Chronicler
whie'hwas published in the Niagara district,

which, comprised the three counties of'Lin-
coln, Welland and Haldimand. Mr. Kirby,
on ceasing to write for the press, cQntin'ed
his literary work, and wrote several valu-
able books, whîch stand high am ong the
best specimens of Canadian literature, in
recognition of which be was seleéted by the
Marquis of Lorne as on'e of the -original

twenty 'Inemberi of the Engli,h -literattire
section of the Royal. Society. Mt. Kirby i's

most known' perhaps- as the author- of the
splendid Can'adian hiàtorical romance of the
." Chien D'_ r "-a book whiëh ha s obtaîned
a widé cir ' culation, both in Engli'h and
French. It has-been. complimented by sev-

eral American piracies, which have extended
the reputatio'of the auth'or, but of course

profited him. nothing. But it is in the"reï
gion of poctry that many find thcir greatest
pleasure in Mr. Kirbys works.- Ris 1' Ca-


