A correspondent of the Ulsterman gives a most
shocking instance of the fanatical feeling -which per-

vades among some of the landlords of the county

Down. "It is nG less than the exclusion of Catholics

fram the possession of lands in several parts of that

county: “He meations a case in point. In'the vicin-
ity of -Dondrum there is part of an estate called the

Seven:Towns, from which, he says, agreat many

families were evicted in the famine years. Latterly
a great many biddiggs have been made for farms on
this piece of land,which.is beautifully situated neara
seapott town. ~But siich js the bigotry that has taken
old of the landlord or agent, thatnét a Catholic wonlid
be rented a farm.  The vsual question on application
«vas ‘¢ are you a Cathelic,” dnd to the answer in the
affirmative, came a refusal of the farm. Recently a
sespectable farmer residing in the neighborhood, ap-
plied for a portion of the land. * The piece he asked
for runs like a wedge into the small farm he holds al-
ready, so that what he demanded weuld square ofT his
farm in a very nice manuer, which would, doubtless,
become of increased value to him.  For the piece of
around so asked for, he offered a pretty high rent, but
being a Catholic he would niet get it on any terms.
‘The proprietor of the land is the Marquis of Down-
chire, and as he is absent in England with his regi-
ment, we know not to whom to atiribute this disgrace-
ful and fanatical feeling either to him or his agent.
But this wretched spirit of intolerance does not seem
10 belong solely to the Dowushire estate, for he says
-similar cases have occuorred on other properties in the
neighborhood.— Free Press.

EMicraTioN.— A’ very few are leaving this part of
the country at present for America, whilst we remark
wilh pleasure that several parsoas are returning home,
“with the wntention of investing the capital they amas-
sed abroad in industrial pursuits in the old land. The
-qumber of the latter is, we admit, inconsiderable as
compared with the former, and cannot be deemed a
set off,in even a remote degree. But the return of
the few ; 'with the accountthey give of the toilsome
fife the emigrant has 10 endare, and of the moral evils
to which he is exposed in the greater part- of the
Dnited States, is producing a deep impression on the
public mind. ¢ Know Nothingism’® has given the
-deathblow to the rage for emigration. We have been
speaking to some of the returned emigraunts, and the
general answer was that we in Ireland could form no
conception of the moral iniquities prevalent amongst
the classes with whom the unfortunate [rish wete
compelled to copsort. These and similar canses are
cteating a disinelination in the minds of the peasan-
try lo quit their homes so long as they can eling to
the rooftree of their birth-place. If the hands of the
avictors were restrained, and a security given by law
that the improvements of the tenaotry 1 and on the
soil would be their own, the country would not only
forget 1the famine, bot}would make rapid strides
tewards a state of comfort and independence never
yet known. Of these ameliorations there seems very
fittle prospect, and hence some not distant disturb-
ing element, proceeding from the operation of unjust
laws, may at any moment arise and leave the pea-
santry stranded in distress as before. Those who wish
that we may never witness a second exodus should
unile in seeking to secure such an alteration in the

tand system of the country as would create and foster

@ elass of peasantry not to be shaken and uprooted by
temporary shocks, which in every other country on
the globe might produce temporary inconvenience
and distress, but which in Ireland prodoce famine,
destraetion, and a wholesale emigration.— Tuam
Herald. : o B B

Tye Monery MisstoNaRiES.~-A young boy named

Thomas Geraghty was charged at the College street

alice office, on Monday, by the Rev. Wm. Wallace,
of Upper Rathmines, with irreverently teariog up a
copy of the Hely Bible. ‘ _

The Rev. gzentleman stated that on the previsus
day, he saw the prisoner who is an itinerant vendor of
sugarstick tearing the leaves out of a copy of the Holy
Bible, and wrapping them round portions of sugarstick,
which he was selling to various parties. As the pri-
sener was attracting a good deal of altention, the wit-
ress, in order to satisfy himself that the prisoner was
tearing up a Bible, went up and purchased syme
sugarstick from the prisouer, who wrapped it up in a
feal of a Bible. Wilness also saw him sell to a great
number of persons and wrap the sugarstick in the
lenves of the Bible which he carried about for that
parpose. Witness had no leeling against !he_prisoner,
hut ne wished 1o know whether the proceeding could
he , prevented. )

Mr. Stronge—That depends upon Lhe circomstances
af the case. [fthis was doae with the intention you
ascribe to it—— _ _

Witness—1 do not go into the inteution. [ merely
wevish to knuw whether such an outrage on public de-
=ency cfn be prevented. ) _

The Prisoner—Your worship, { did not know whe-
tirer or not it was a Holy Bible. [ buy okl books at
1d per pound in Coox streel when 1 cannot get waste

er. )
pa‘rv)Vimess, to prisgaer—You did not suy te me (hat
wott did not know.lhe beok was a Bible. You said
vou thought it was no harm.. ‘
* "Mr. Stronee-—Did he admit that he krew it wasa
Bible? - ) )

Constable 45 E—The prisoner said to me that he
4id not know it was a Bible. .

Prisoner—This gentleman asked me for a halipenny
worth of sugarstick, and_then he showed it to the
sonstable, and gave me in charge without saying any
rore. ‘ o _

Mr. Stronge —There are two classes ol ¢rime: one
elass‘which s prohibited by law, but whicly, in their
esserve, are not criminal : and the other, also pro-
tibited by law, the gist of which isthe intention with
which they are done. This case comes under the
fatter calegory, and there must be an - iantention to
aomnit the oflence, which offence is to convey insult
10 the word of God, I take it upon the whole of this
case, the boy’ was acting inadvertently and withost
zuy sich intention.’ _ [
patties together, no_words were used, and -upon Lhe
whole 1 am glad to be able to come to the conclusion
that there was no intention upon the part of the boy to
do that which would be an indictable oflence. .

Rev. Mr. Wallace—IT you examine the Bible you-

will see that it is not a Bible thrown aside becavse of
its age. . It is a new book. L

Mz. Stronge—1 cahnot say that ; it is soiled 1o some
extent. The bay denies that he knew it was a Bible,
and unless he did it intentionally, the ofience was not
committed. Therefore, I must’ discharge him. He
and every ane else knows that it has been decided by
eminent judges that wilfully 1o destroy the word of

There was uo public ealling of

THE TRUE WITNESS
God is ag indiclable offence ; but 1 discharge him now
from the counvictien on my miad that he had no inten-
tion to offend against the law, as laid dewn by the
judges of the land.

Rev. Mr. Wallace—Wheun after | had spoken to him
—Mr, Stronge— Really [ cannot go further; I have
decided the case, -

The boy was then discharged from custady.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The position of Eugland at present is rather absurd
—not to say disastrous. It appears that Louis Napo-
leon has determined to have Peace at any price, and
in pursuit of it is sliding back into his old dream of
an Austrian, perhaps, in good time, even a Russian
Alliance~leaviog England miserably in the lurch..
They are altered times with her since her stalesmen
faced an alliance of the Freach Cmsar, the Austrian
Kaiser, and the Russian Czar betore ; and although
such a contingency seems te be at present the most
remote, still there is enough in the attitude of < our
angust ally’’ Lo inspire her with intense apprehensions
of another Continental conspiracy. England knows
perfectly wel! that the moment Louis Napoleon pre-
sumes it to be his interestto make Peace, that instant
he will ratify what he may consider to be good terms
whether it be her interest and her convenience or not.
Were peace made lo-morrow, France comes out of
the war with an exalted military prestige, and with
all the honours of European Pacificator. England
stands in the ridiculous position of being atterly un-
able either (o recruit, supply, or genetal an army—
having had to glay a very subordinate second during
the war, and being notoriously quite incapable of
continuing it single handed for one month more—yet
in & malignant humour for fighting, when the whole
world is imploring Peace. Louis Napoleon would be
very blind indeed, if he did not thoroughly see through
this, and if he were not astute enough to carry his
point withal, He has no particular object at present
in continuing the war. He has gained out of an en-
terprise in which the real solid success of a magoifi-
cent defensive war are on the side of Russia, the
teiumphs of two or three feats of arms, whose fame
will sound in the annals of the army with the viclories
of the emptre. He is gratifying his pacific Parisians
with the idea that in their own good city, their Au-
gustus will cloge the gates of Janus. While, if per-
chance he remembers the waste and exhausted. em-
pire to maintain whose independence, Europe went to
war, it is to teflect that an Austrian army is o the
Principalities and likely to stay there—that a French
army occupies Constantinople, and makes itself at
home. In good time, might not this prove the basis
of a satisfactory arrangement for the dismemberment
of a used up ally ?—Nation.

Boxa FipE StarvaTion.—1n the storm of the night
of Tuesday the 16th ult,, at about ten o’clock, the
schooner Ellen, of Wisbeach was east ashore at the
entrance of the Tay. At the momeat she struck a
poor boy was washed away and perished, and aftera
time the master, the mate, and two hands succeeded
in gaining the inhospitable shore, and made for the
lights on tbe railway.- Unfortunately, it was past
eleven o’clock before they were able to claim admit-
tance at the door of an inn, where they were Tefused
shelter, and on application at other houses of so called
eatertainment these unprofitable cuostomers were
«not beard.”? In fact, in Carnoustie the law is so
rigorously observed that it was three "hours befora
these poor, halt-drowned, perishing strangers received
that shelter they thovzht they kad a right to expect
a Christianland. At last, it -appears, they fell intn
the hands of one who considered them to be boib
¢¢ bona fide travellers and bona fide fellow-creatures 3
and regardless of the law, took them in and made
them as comfortable as his circumstances would allow.
— Nortk British Datly Mail.

Rencion in ExcLaxp.—The Britist Bunner (dis-
senting organ) thus discourses on the state of religion
in Protestant England:—In several populous places
which I have visited the spirit of hearing has so abat-
ed as to remind one of ‘valleys full of dry bounes very
dry;? I wag at , a few days ago, and walked on
around oace consecrated by the steps and tears of —
The attendance at the chapels wretched! No certain
sound in the churches. Tractarianism the golden calf
more than 20,000, perhaps, in the whole cirele,25,000,
and all places of worship together not abie to accom-
modate, as [ was assured, more than6,000 or 6,500,
Terrible poverty, from past strikes, -and power looms,
and the war, and long winter and high prices ; 7,000
kept, or at least relieved, every week by charity un-
til' now; and yet God’s house forsaken! So general
a depressian, and one so deep, in former days would
have been attended with crowded sanctuaries, and a
mourning as in the valley of Hadadrimmon. People
who carnot pay a farthing a quart for good soup man-
age to roll drunken in the streets. Baths and wash-
houses are unappreciated.’

Cemiovs Casg oF Atrtemerep Poisoning.~—The
Leeds Intelligencer narrates an occurrence which took
place at a village near Halifax. A wife baving be-
come tired of her husband, went to a druggist’s shop
for arsenic, and refused to say for what she required
it 3 the druggisi, therefore, refused to let her have the
poison, and having had his curjesity a little: excited,
sent for the woman’s husband, and infermed him of
thefact. It was agreed that if she went a.second
time something hatmnless shonid be sold to her, and
the man infermed of the fact. This was done and a
small portion of magnesia was exchanged for the six
pence. When the husband went home to his dinner
he pretended -at first to-have no appetite, and his wife
was in the same condition. At last, however he set
to work, and made a hearly meal, and pretend-
ed to be Lhirsty and siek, and eventually toall appear-
ance died, the woman during the time putting on the
appearance of great alarm.  The 'woman’s tears and
cares, now that he was dead, all left her, and she
went up stairs to put a strong cord through a hole in
‘the floor, going down again to adjust it nicely. round
the dead man’s neck ; after which she again went up
the slairs and began to pull away at the rope. . In
the meantime the eord was put round. the table leg,
and that useful domestic article was suspended in
place of the other one. John having now seen the
« move® slole up quietly to see the rope rightly fas-
tened. Ou the feelings of the perfidious woman, on
seeing her husband so suddenly come to life. again,
we cannot enlarge.  Suffice it to say, that in addition
te her internal feelings of dismay, she very shortly
had her extarnal feelings also, for we are told that
the tragic scene ended in the man giving her a ¢ right
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"ANoTHER Coxversior.— We see it is stated {u the
Sussex Ezpress that the Rev. W. A. Weguelin, of
South Stoke has left, in consequence of the death of
his. father and his ewan ill-health. It is, however, now
generally known here that the rev. gentleman has
left to join the Church of Rome. He gives up his
living, worth about £200 a year, with a nice house,
and a few acres of glebe land. Mr. Weguelin is bro-
therto T. M. Weguelin, Esq., a Director of the Bank
of England.— Brighten Guardian.

The Craw{ord peerage is about to be claimed by &
farmer tn Montrose, who traces his descent from the
head of the house of Lindsay.

Epvcatrox s Excraxp.—[u the report of Mr. Rud-
dock, Inspector of Workhouse Schools, siven in 1553,
in reference tothe counties of Cornwall, Devonshire,
Somersetshire, Dorsetshite, and Hampshire, he
states— The new children thns admitted were
grossly igncraut. [ have been painlully struck with
the uniformity of ignorance which is shown to prevail
ameong the newly-admitted in all the returns sent to
me. It is not only that children from twelve to
fifteen years of age cannot read or write, but they are
not acquainted with the Creed, or with the Lord’s
Prayer, and scarcely know that there is a God in
Heaven, Personally | have made inquiries in most
of the unions in my district whether suei) cases were
of frequent occurrence, and the invariable answer has
been that they are the rule, notthe exception. The
most complete and heathenish ignerance secems ts
prevail amongst the children of those whom a tem-
porary pressure obliges to apply for parochial relief.”

Marrrace witH a WIFE’s SisTER, — A st impor-
tant decison has lately been pronounced by the Courl
of Session in Scotland, which has given an entirely
new aspect tothe question of marriage with a deceas-
ed wife’s sister. [t has been constantly asserted in
parliament and elsewhere, by the supporters of the
Bishop ot London’s clause in the act commonly called
Lord Lyndhurst’s act (5t and 6th Wm, 1V, ¢. 59),
that such marriages are totally repugnaut to the an-
cient faws as well as to the modern feelings of Scot-
land. So much was that assumed to te the case that
the Scotch claimed and got exemption from all opera-
tion of that act, because they repudiated the ratifica-
tivn of past marriages of affinity (which Lord Lynd-
hurst provided for England), and tuck for granted that
they did not require the prohibition of future marria-

es of this kind, which the Bishop of London 1hen,
or the first time, imposed upon England. Accord-
ingly, it is expressly enacted that nething in that act
shall be construed to extend to Scotland. Some years
afterwards it began to be doubted whether marriages
with a wife’s sister or niece really are incestucus and
invalid by the law of Scotland. The late Lord Ru-
therford declared his opinion that they are not, but he
had roopportunity of declaring it judicially. It is
stated in Mr. E. B. Denison’s pamphlels on the ¢ Va-
lidity of Marriage with a Wife’s Sister Celebrated
Abroad,?? that unless this marriage is a capital felony,
as all “incest”? is by the law of Scotland, there is no
prehibition whatever of it in the Scotchlaw; that
incest is expressly defined by the Scotch statutes to
be a violation of the express prohibitions of the 18th
chapter of Leviticus; and that all marriages not so
prohibited are declared 10 be lawful. This view of
the Scottish law has now been affirmed by the deci-
sion of the Couvrt of Session in 3 case of ¢ Livingstone
v, Livingstone,?” which -has been pending for severa!
years. The Lard Ordinary deciares that he would
willingly defer {o the authority of the.Scotch Confes-
sion of Faith if he could ; but silting as a civiljudge,
he is obliged to decidethat “ marriage with a deceas-
ed wife’s sister is not incestuons by the law of Scot-
land, and that the issue are legitimate.”? The conse-
quences of this. decision are most important. Mar-
riages in Scotland are expressly declared to be free
from the operation of Lord Lyadhurst®s act. Whatever
doubt may be raised as toits eflect upon marriages
celebrated in other eountries, respecting which it is
silent, litere can be none as (o itseflect in Scotland ;
and as no Ecclesiastical ceremony is requisite fora
marriage there—nothing beyond a declaration before
witnesses—the Ecclesiastical law of that country is
altogether immaterial. There iz, therefore, now no
reason to doubt that a marriage in Seotland between
an Englishman and his wife’s sister is just as valid in
Englaud as a marriage in Scotland between minors
(the common Gretna Green mairiage), though both
are equally prohibited in England; aud so there is
practically an end of the prohibition, against which
also it should be remembered that the House of Com-.
mons has already three times solemnly dJecided in
three different parliaments.— Times. )

A case was under investigation on Wednesday af-
ternoon, at Manchester, in which two childrenin a
buriai club, and whose parents would be entitled to
£6 ou their death, are suspected to have been poison-
ed.— Daily News.

Tur FrRee v. Tue Estasuisurp Cuurce or Scot-
r.axp.— A young girl of Thurso, recently became de-
jected in consequence of some disappoiniment in love,
and drowned herself in the river Naver. On the dis-
covery of the body, a question arose where to-place
it till 2 coffin could be got ready for the inlerment.
The Free Church minister, though the snicide was
one of his own eongregation, ordered the body of the
deceased to be deposited in the parish church ;. this
proceeding the minisler of the Lstablished church
opposed. The Free Church party then proceeded to
violence; they broke open one of the windows of the
parish chureh, and thrust in the body of the suicide;
and, nnot content awith this, they placed. ity streaming
with blopd, on the communion table of the parlsﬁ
chureh, ‘where it lay till the following day.— Scofch
paper. , - ‘ o

The cost of constructing a railway tunnel between
England and France 1s estimated at £6,000,000, and
the time it would accupy at seven years. The whole
of these works are proposed to be carried out in con-
nexion with Mr.-Wm. Hutchison’s patent for coveri-
ing into an gindistructible building material river or
sea sand, shingle, ehalk, and other soft and compa-
ratively worthless substances. .

Tue War—France axp Exinanno.—The French
have immensely gained by the present war. We say
it in no spirit of envy, but as matter of honest congra~
tnlation. - Befure the war began, French ‘influence
had not much-weight in the Levant, nor, in the eyes
of Eastern nations, did France take the rank which
was really her due.. Orientals judge only. by events
which have passed in their latitudes, and in this re-
spect our friends and allies had been at some disad-
vantage. But this is no longer the case, . France has
sent 100,000 meu through the Bosphorus. Their

1.
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crowded legions have shown themselves in rapid sue-
cesgion in the port or on the hills of Constantinople
itself. To them has mainly fallen the glory of the
suceessvl storming of Sebastopol. There is no lon-
ger the fear that in any negociations affecting national
fnterests in Syria, Egypt, or elsewhere, the Turks can
ever hereafter be indifferent to the power and the
friendship of the French. e say all this without
gredging to that great feople ang one of the advan-
tages which they have nobly earned, and to which
they are fully entitled. But in admitting that they
have gained all they sought or could desire in the
Crimea, let us not affect to conceal what we English
have lost. A predominant interest with vs in this
war was totl merely tostrengthen the Ottoman empire
on the side of Eurape, bat on that of Asia. Russia,
by her encroachments and conquests south of the
Caucasus, has not only mustered Persia, but inflicted
danger aud material loss upon Turkey. What have
we done ta counteract this ascendauney, or even fo
demonstiate to the Asiatic powers and tribes that we
are able to make a stand against it 7 We have allow-
ed ke conquest of Kars; we have tulerated the in-
trigues und manauvies of Persia in favor of the Czar
we have quietly seen Herat taken, and the British
envoy obliged to retire from Telieran ; and all the
time we have utterly failed in making any use what-
ever of the boasted sympathies, sood dispositions, and
power of lhe Circassians. We destroyed the forts and
raised the blockade of their country, yet have mana-
ged matters so ingeniously that in relurn they have
not fired a shot or wielded a scimitar for us. Weate
told that 2t ary time Schamyl, by menacing Tiflis,
mizght recall the chiel {orces of Russia from Lhe ex-
wemity of Georgia; yet General Mouraviefl perse-
vered for months in besieging Kars, and not only
were we unable in any way to eflect a diversion, but
we utterly iost one of the noblest opportunities fora
triumph of the !ast importance which lay ready to our
hand, and which the skill and valour of our own
countrymen had prepared for us. We are not now
entering into any consideration of the cavses of all
this. We are simply explaining the manifest reasons
why Englishmen do not welcome peace with that
exubetant content which overflows very naturally
from the bosoms of the French. On the one side, the
French have gained enormously in politicat weight
through this war. On the other, our salutary power
and influence— we say salutary, for we would exert 1t
on behalf of peace, and not for concuest or aggression
—have diminished precisely in those regions where
it most warted increase and confirmation. I may be
that Russia, by the negociations on which she has
now entered, sincerely as well as formally abdicates
her design of augmenting her territories in BEurope,
But she may also do this with the secret resolve of
indemnifying hersell in Asia, and of directing south
of the Caucasus the aggression whicl has been te-
pelled from the Danube and the Eusine, We have
played her game if this he so, for it is now more
practicable and easy than it was at the oepening of
the struggle.— Icaminer.

A Niout ix Loxvon.”—Under this heading Mo,
Dickens deseribes, in ¢ Household Words,*? what he
witnessed one night outside the Whitechapel work-
house :—#¢ On the 5lh of last November, 1, the con-
ductor of this journal, accompanied by a friend well
‘kaowa tathe public, accidentally strayed into White-
chapel. [t was a miserable evening ; very dark, very
muddy, and raining hard. ‘Fhere are many wolul
sights in that part of London, and it has been well
kaown to me i most of ils aspects, for many years.
We had forgotten the mud and rain in slowly walking
along and locking about us, when we found ourselves,
at eight o'clock, before the workhouse. Crouched
against the wall of the wakrhouse, in the dack street,
on the muddy pavernent stones, with the rain raiuing
upon them, were five bundles ol rags. They were
motionless, and had no resemblauce to the human
form. [five great beehives covered with rags—five
dead bodies taken out of graves, tied neck and heels,
and covered with rags—would have looked like those
five bundles upon which the rain rained down in the
public street. ¢ What is this !’ said my companior.
¢ What is this!” ¢ Some miserable creatures shut out
out of the Casuval Ward, [ think,? sajd I. (Mr. Diecl-
ens then described his inquiries in the workhouse ; he
found that the women were shut out simply because
the house was full.) ¢We went to the ragged bundie
nearest to the workhouse door, and 1 tonched it.  No
movement replying, I gently shook it. T'he rags be-
gan to be slowly stirred within, and by little and lit- -
tle a face was unshrouded. The head of a young wo-
man of three or four and 1wenty, as {should judge;
gaunt and wan, and foul with ditt; bat not naturally
ugly. ¢Tell us, said I, stoopinz dewn, ¢ why are
you lying here —¢ Because I can’l get inlo the work-
hobse.> She spoke in a faint dull way, and had ro
curiosity or interest left.  She looked dreamily atthe
black sky and the falling raic, but never locked at
me or my companion. ¢ Were you here last night??
¢Yes. Al last night. And the night afvre ton.?
¢ Do you know any of these otliers?? ¢I know her
next but one. She was hete last night, and she told
me she came out of Essex. 1 don’t keow uo more of
her.”  You were here all last night, but you have not
been here all day?* ¢Noj; not all day.’ ¢ Where

have you been all day 7 < About the streets.” ¢ Aund
what have you had to eat?’ ¢Nothing.” ¢ Come

sawd I, think a little.* ¢ You are tired and have been

-asleep, and don’t quite consider what you are saying
to us., You have had something to eat lo-day.
“Thijuk of it?” ¢No, Lhaven’t.
"as I'could pick up about the markel.  Why, look al

! Come. .
Nothing but such bits

me 1>’ She bared herneck, and I covered it up again.”
¢[f'you had a shilling to get some svpper and a lodg-
ing; should you know where toget it?? ¢ Yes, I could
do that.? ¢For God’s sake get’it then! I put the
money into her hand and she feebly roseé and went
away.. She never thanked me, never Jooked at me,
but melted away into the miserable night .in the
strangest manner [ eversaw. [ have seen many
strange things, but not one that has left a deeper im-
pression than the dnl} impassive way in which ths
worn-out heap of misery took that piece of money and
was lost. One by .one I spoke to all the five. In
every one. interest and curiosity were as extinct as in
the first. They were all dull and languid.” No.one
made any sort of profession or complaint; no one
cared to’look at me; ro one thanked me. hen1
came 10 the third, { suppose she saw that'my compa-
nion‘and I glanced, with a new horror upon us, at the
two last, who had dropped against each other in their
sleep, and wete lying like broken images. She said
shé.‘gelieved they were young sisters. These were

the only words that originated among the five.”



