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''he annual ieetingof the OntarioSocie- a
ty af Retail Druggists was held in thie lec- w
titre theatre of the OntarioCollege of Phliar- o
macy, Toroato, on Wednesday, Septem- o
ber 9th. 'l'le meeting vas called for one b
o'clock, but the niembers were very dila- %
tory in gathering, and a protracted execu- t
ive meeting in tie forenoon detained the t

officers, so that it was nearly half-past two
o'clock before President G. E. Gibbard
took the chair, the attendance then lunu- r
bering nearly One hundred. i

Iliving opened the proceedings with a i
few words of welcone, the president t

ealled Mr. W. A. Karn to the chair while
he read the following address

In tlhe- course of his remarks the presi- s
dent said the evil we undertook to figbt .
had taken fast hold of nany places in the
provinces, and this evil is such that the
present tendency of trade is certain to
forter its growth. lIn those places where
the druggists themselves had given way
to the Cvil tendencies, demoralization was
complete. 'I'lie last vestiue of profit liad
been swept away. Men lad turned their
places of business into free distribtting
depots of patent medicmnes, mn soie places
even offering a preminum to the public to
comle and relieve theni of the stock. I
one town a niember of the trade inforned
your president that on the sale of $2,ooo
worth of one prepatationl he ad not made
a profit of $io. in the city of Brantford
at the present time twenty-five articles are
being advertised at five cents. These
places areasample ofwhat occurs when the
druggists are the transgressors. 'l'le seri-
ousness of this condition of affairs cati be
appreciated when WC consider that fully
fiity per cent. of the trade of a country
druggist is im patent medicines. With the
cities of Toronto, Hanilton, Ottawa, and
Brantford as centres froni n% hich to radiate,
the pernicious practice had spread to
nany places im their vicinities. and threat-
ened every town and city in the province.
'l'le danger was most immient in the west,
vhere a feeling of feverish unrest existed

which augured ill for the trade im general.
To check the spread of the plague and
restore to a healthy condition the trade,
whebre attacked by the disease, vas the
task imposed on your officers.

Entire success during the short time
which has elapsed simce our organization
is too much for even the inost sanguine
to expect. When the work was actively
entered upon many unforeseen difficulties
were encountered, and a number of these
have still to be overcone. First aniong
these I might mention the lack of conplete
unity in our own ranks. Again, we dis-
covered that large stocks of patent medi.
cines are carried by wholesale grocers of
Montreal. Froni these the cutter lias been
able to replenish his depleted store whien
his orders were declined by Our friendly
bouses. Ainother serious difficulty fâced
us early in the cainpaign, and one whicli

aipered the work more than ail others, ai
refer to the shortnless or funds. Tie v
rst two of these difculties still exist, but im
he last lias happily heenî overconie. There S
re a iuiiber of minor troubles, but these h
ould rapidly disappear before a perfect w
rganization and a sho ' period of vigor- d
us activity, leaving the way clear for a t
old onslauglht upon Our principalenies.
Vhile conoing our operations principally
o the Province of Ontario, we yet realize d
le great advantage a united Douinion ri
would be in securing the end aimied at.
Accordingly we placed ourselves in comn- o
mutnication with the mienbers of the trade
nu other provinces, and have had the sat-
slaction of seeing the formation ofsimilar
ocieties in aIll the other provinces but E

onle.
lThc questions, " What good bas your

society donc antyway-' " aud, Why
should we contribute noney to keep it
going ?" have been olten addressed to
your oflicers.

yole r ficrt state briefly, then, somne of
the results of aur work.

(t ) 'l'e spread of cutting lias been
preveîted. Only one neuw cut-rate store
lias coulc under aur notice within the last
iimie îiionths. Whereas, hiad it not been
for the influence of our society, ve believe,
iîîd it is also the opinion of others well
iformned, that the whole of Eastern

Ontario would have been overruil with the
l)ractice before: maw.

(2) p hiei e started ninîe iionths agao
therc were at least twenty-five places in
different sections of the country wliere

persistent cutting" prevailed. That
nîuunber is nîow reduced to about five. Inî
aIl but one of these five the conditions
are iiucli improved, prices geierally have
advanced and dernoralizing advertising
lias alînast ceased.

(h ) ah bave revented nev prepar-
ations just being put upon the market
front falling imumediately into the lands
oi he cutters, and thus saved to the

dru ggist nany good dollars in profit,
whicli otherwise would have gone else-
whîere.

(w) h Ve have aroused the trade of the
Dominion to a icalization of the threat.
cîîed danger, and "I forewarnîed being fore.
arnied " it is iiow in a better position to
Protect itFelf against dangeious enenies.

.l'O these niglit be added the spirit of
good fellowshîip which such socielies as
ours engenders anmongst its nenbers.

Before closing, I wisl to bear testimîîony
to the valuable assistance renîdered yur
officers -by the neibers of the wholesale
jobbing trade, -nd also a portion of the
nanufacturers. Tieir friendliness to the

society fron the first enabled us to
accomulylisli mu,' *1 in a short tine which
otlerise would vet have renainied un-
done. Your executive have slown a
willinîgness to sacrifice :ersonal iatters
ta the general good which should receive
proper recognition at yotur hands. I cani-
pot refrain iroi a word of praise for your
secîetamy. Wh.en we enîtered upoin the
sork tliere was a fear tlhat the president

id secretary residing in different towlns
ould be a disadvantage, and probably
iterfere with the success of our plans.
uch a fear lias proved grouîndless, and it
as beei advantageous rather than other-
ise. Not only does the amiount of work
one ly Mr Pepper call for special men-
ion, but its manner of doaig has been
most praisevorthy.* \\ itli ability and

wlli ngness is coimum'd enhusiasm and
etermination, all gomnî to mnake up a
irst-class secretary.

Reference was also made to the death
of Mr. W. G. Smith, of Guelph, a mieii-
her of the e.<ceiîtive.
.We are obliged to curtail the presi.

lent's address on accouînt of lack of
space.

At the conclusion of his renarks the
pesident resumined the gavel, and Mr.
Karnl imiovc(l the reception of the ad-
dress, expressing at the saime timne his
regret that the druggists did iot take mare
interest ini the doings of the association.
'l'le future of the trade was in their own
hands, and negligence of the work the
society had undertaken must inevitably
mean disaster. Their very existence was
at stake, and who coukl be expected to
protect themî if they did not look after it
thenselves? (Hear, lcar.)

l'he adddress was received and laid on
the table for future consideration.

Mr. J. T. Pepper, Woodstock, present.
ed his report as secretary.treasurer. It
shoved the society to have a muemîîbership
of 65o, so that only about ioo druggists
were îlot in symîpathy with the miovemnent.
Many, however, had not paid the full
mîembersip> fee, and that mîatter vas dealt
with later on. ''lue receipts fromt mnei-
bers' fees were $1,167.79, and fromi other
sources $ 185.75, mîaking the total receipts
$1,353.34. The expen(liture lad been
$i,286.i9, so that there was a balance in
land of $67.35. The report vas received
and adopted nemi. eon.

A communication% was icad fromîî Mr.
R. W. Chambers, of Bllenhbeii, regretting
his inability to attend the meeting, and
asking how it was that Robert Simpson
conitinued in the drug business after hav-
ing been fiied in the police court.

lhe three ienibers of the trade in
Dunnville also wrotc congrattulations upon
the work so far accoiplished by the socie-
ty, and statiig that a ieeting of District
No. io a resolution lad been passed call-
ing on the society to take steps to place
Paris green and sulphate of copper upon
te poison list. This letter was referred
to the exectilive.

Upon the suggestion of the execttive,
tliouglh the president, a n( -ating coin-
nittee was struck, consist. , of a repre-
sentative fron ach district, to noiniiiate
ofhcers for the year. 'Tlie comimittee
retired to prepare their report.

Mr. Phillips, of Fergus, asked wlat
aiiswer the executive lad to offer to the
questionI Mr. Chambers had sent in re-
ference to The Robert Siipson Company.

Mr. W. A. Karn, as chairnan of tlîe
Inlfriigemient Commiîîittec of the O.C.P.


