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FOUL BROOD.

Read at the A. B. K. Convention.
The Ontario Bee-Keepers' Association has,

I believe, two or three accredited representatives
At tUis Convention, though but one with port-
folio. But as the present membersbip of our
Society would entitle us to a dozen or more
delegates, this communication from me will not,
1 hope, be any encroachment on the time, busi-
Dess, or patience of the meeting. At any rate
the paramoant importance of the subject I wish
to oring before you must be at once my justifi-
eation and apology.

On looking over the programme for this In-
ternational Convention of beekeepers, t am not
A little surprised to find that the question most
Vital to them to-day bas no place there. I
therefore propose to step it under cover of "Vol-
tiuteer Contributions," and fill the gap thus
left open.

The question I refer to as being the most ser-
lens and difficult one co»fronting the apiarist
t o-day is the "Foul Brood" question.

The other prime difliculties in bee-culture
have been removed-the largest obstacles sur-
Inounted. The winter prcb'em has ben solved;
the "spring.windIing" probAin is stived ; thu
evolution of the -best bee" is w ell under way ;
While a host of other minor matters have been
resolved into a multitude of solutions to suit
this bee-keeper, that one, and the other one.

The foul brood problem has stood the longeet
'a defiance to our heads and a menace to ou-

Pockets. But it too, bas been practically solved,
though still hot in theoretical dispute. But one
goodfact rightly interpreted,ought to kill a dozen
dubious, opposing theoriec. I remember writ-
l4g when at school from this copy : "Theory is
WOrth but little unless it can explain its own
Phenomena" -and the idea has been usef u' tu
rIne. What.ver tha theories of foul-brood pre-
*ented, and whatever the dragopathia remeuies
Proposed and predicated thereon, I undertake to
Say here, thiat we in Canada, have practically
solved the prublem of cure, during the past sea-
son.

As soon as I became satisfied of this, I sought
to Convince our big cousin over there of the im-
Dortaut Lct, but apparently with poor success
'that is so far as the periodicals and profes-

hiOnais arc concerned. I wrote to the two lead-
111g Am rican bee-periodicals on the subject,
Stedng a copy oi our 'Foul-Brood Bulletin" to

each, and suggesting that they give their readers
the benlefi of its contents. The contents, how-
ever did niut appear, though, of course my own
letters did.

Our inspector (before hi. appointment. how-
ever), wrote 'out this method of successfully
trating foul-breod, and sent it to another
4terican periodical, that number of which was
to be wholly taken up with the foul.brood sub-
lect. This communication did not appear, it
COntained a great truth, and perhaps more vaui.
able information for those scourged with the
foul-brood, than all else that appeared in that

unrinber.
Now, "brethering," (I mean ye three editors,

aid doubtless all present), please bear in mind
thiat tits is- n;ot me at for an attack on you er

your periodicals. I attack brother "Jonathan,"
for I suspect he is to blame. That tremend-
ously big brother of ours, armed with the Mo-
Kinley Bill, is just now straightening himself
up In our presence, and giving us a. withering
glance-"on the slant" The "sovereign" citi-
zens of his have no doubt caught the infection,
and naturally enough imagine that "no goód
thing can come of Nazareth," or Canada.

Be that as it may, I repeat and reiterate for
the benefit of whom it may concern, that we
have practically solved the foul-brood question
in Canada-that is, so far as its successful treat-
ment is concerned, and that, of course, is the
main point ; and we shall charge you nothing
for the information of how it was done. Though
you may be unwilling to import the "furrin"
article without a tariff or McKinley.tax, we
shall nevertheless smuggle it in to you by "Her
Majesty's mail" and "Uncle Sam's post."

By this little digression we mean nothing
amiss. It is only a fritndly return of barmless
banter which 1 somet.u i observe coming over
here, from down there. Nor do we mean to
boast over our achievement in apicultural thera-
peutics. Our determination to give you this
information how to cure foul brood does not
ariL from that motive. On tne other band the
motive may not be wholly benevolent or disin-
terested. There may be a triale of selfishness
about it, but of a kind beneficial to you as well
as ourselvet..

The matter bttnds thus: F'oul.brood has been
and is scourging bee-keepers everywhere iri the
Eastern Continent as wtIl as this, and to an
extent not g.neraIly known. We, in Ontario,
have undertaken to grapple with it, and over-
come it. We are successfully accomplishing
the task, and we want our nearest neighbors
"e (r th-re" to do the sa ja, not only for their
benefit, but that they uiay not injure us. You
wili now perceive that our ntive is boh egotis-
cic and altruistic, but for the ultimate good of
both countries. In view of the fact tuat there
is considerable interchange of bees and honey
between the two countries, Our solicitude is not
unnatural or unreasonable.

We intend to etamp out the pest hiere, and we
offbr yo tthe advice-to do the same there, and
the instructions how to do it. Thcugh the
"great guns" and the tribunes may be toc high
to look toward Nazreth, the poor sufferers are
not, of which fact I have had ample evidence
lately ; and this is the chief reason why I write
this letter to the International Convention of
bee-keepers. Since my letters, above referred
to, appeared in the Anerican Journal and
Gleaninge, I have had rany inquiries from the
different States of the Union, and applications
for our foul-brood pamphlet. I responded to all
though the wôrk was considerable.

To cover this ground, and meet this want, I
shall here give in concise form the desired infor-
mation-how to cure foul-brood among the bees
-in a simple hygienic manner, without the aid
of drug or druggist, and outside of, as well as
during the ont-y season. Of course, during a
honey flow is th best time for operating.

In the evening rernove the bees and queen
f rom the deceased c <nv, and place them in a
clean h i ., wit b feu ati n starters. Four day.

363


