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'A FEW RA V BUNG THOLGHTS
When the Kailway Commission vieil» 

Wntero Canada a great deal of the 
time i» occupied in hearing casea relat 
mg to the lack of fencing on the right»
of way of the different railways. 
Heveral rates were heard at the last 
eittiag of the eomiiiiuioi, held at 
Edmonton, and what happenedf In 
one rase the applicant »as severely re 
buited f',r bringing the case t ■ 
being told that he should not go to the 
commission seeking cheat* law and that 
the killing of his stock was only a 
result of his own negligence in not 
keeping his gate closed, thereby letting 
hia stork get out and onto unenclosed 
land. The commissioner» did give some 
small relief by ordering the railway 
com pa ay to fe ace jte right of way along 
the vncent piece of 'and.

The question is, what is going to be 
done about ill If a farmer applies to 
a railway company for damage» lie get» 
a stuck answer in return to the effect 
that after in\ caligalmg the emtio# the 
company Bade out l**at the stock were 
ruaaing at large, contrary to the pre­
vision» of the Kailway art and, there 
fore, the company 1» not liable Then, 
for fear some fight might be left in 
the man. the claims agent sometimes 
adds » clause to the effect that the 
farmer cas consider himself lucky if aa 
action for damages to rolling stuck, etc , 
in not taken against him, and the awful 
responsibility reeling on this man in the 
et eat of any human lit es being lust is 
also pointed out- Sometime» the farmer 
is not bluffed that way and possibly 
after several moat h» of scrappiag, a 
compromise at the rale of about twenty 
Bte cents on the dollar is made. In 
other cases aothiag results, sad t’»e far 
met haowe he will stead au rtiasr* i» 
a court of law If he won in the lower 
ceerl he would soon lose out by beieg 
unable to |«y the coats entailed through 
the numberless appeals which woald be 
catered at every stage of the game.

The farmers have, therefore, turned 
to is# Railway Commission, knowing 
that the members thereof were net who 
would give a equate deal, and have 
naked for relief. The aaswer they have 
received is a rebuff, which is taken in 
many cases as as insult added la injury. 
The Beal outcome is that the complain 
eat become» eue mere agitato# » he 
will da what he can ta make hta 
wrong» kaowa Hack action and talk 
•III net make a contented people

What thee #»a be doeef The Rail 
way Commission caaaot make laws and 
the rhaiemaa he* tculhfall* staled thel 
the rommlesioeefs are only H er# to ad 
minister the laws already made. I*e# 
ha|-e If Judge Mate# were glees the 
pane# la adjust a few of I hew# laws it 
wee Id be a %ery sheet time eat il the 
whole mette# was righted as he hae 
shewn himself a shrewd, level headed, 
commonness# man who is aleera ready 
ta give c* cry ene a square deal

The railway art meat be amended and 
the fell eaaa mi preef meet be pieced 
where if belongs It is net right that 
all Ih# ham •» neil a* the raapeasitdlity 
should be on the farmer The com

aie» shoe id hear I heir share as well 
day the change will come and let 

an tope that the change will entwe 1 
qwiehly.

Changes required Include the placing

err,
•f the full oses mi proof um the rail 

rompantes, mskleg them rsepoa 
•IMe for stock killea upwe their njM 
•f way at nay petal rarer* where th# 
highway intersect» the right of e»t. the 
fewe lag of all rmilaay line* with eArieot 
fearea. and proud.eg eSrleat rattle 
gwarda

If thfta la done the ramplaiete will be 
far bet area, leg M wiM piucc 

th# farmer en aa eues I footing with 
I he railway end the little catch c ternes 
aedee which the rempnalee work will 
be eliminated

It seems a tea that the etrwse la made 
escient cattle guards have not 

boon devised The answer V# that re 
mark Is If Ike railway act calls for »f
•riant gwarda. the guards will he forth

coaiing, but the farmer will go one step 
farther ayd state that the old pit cattle 
guards were safe before and would be 
safe again. Block will not go over a 
bole in the ground no matter what 
people, may say, unless, of course, they 
have been badly scared by something.

These are just a few rambling 
thoughts which came to the surface 
after reading the re{*ort of the recent 
sitting of the commission at Edmonton. 
I'erhape someone else will add their 
thoughts and even vet we might get 
something done. It’s worth trying any 
way.

E. J. F

FOREST FIRE CASE
Realising that the time allotted to the 

delegates of the L. F. A- nould be all too 
■burl to enable them to present in <JrUil 
all the questions in which they were 
interested to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and his 
colleagues, the delegates from C os ley 
Lai va. lusudisj of Messrs Horn and 
kemrnis. knowing the Hoe. Frank Oliver 
personally, interviewed him on the evening 
previous to the public meeting on the 
question of the prevention of forest Brea, 
etc. We had the satisfaction of seeing

ranchers and others in the neighborhood, 
and a ho not unl> had to |gfi| the IfM 
but to feed the men a ho t ame from a 
distance. The forest aardt-n had to 
locate the fire. thra^ome out aud procure 
men and then go back and »u|«eriutvad 
operations, all of ahich hot vaiuab e time, 
millions of feet of timber being destroyed 
fur want of proper organization to tight 

. the fires. These fires in the foot hills 
destroyed timber that »aa peculiarly 
valuable to the farmer and resident» in 
the district, for these small bodies of 
timber are generally handled by small 
mills outside the combine, and formed a 
mean» of providing compétition a huh 
the minister acknowledged a as heartily 
detested by the big mill owners who 
classed them as pirates.

We pointed out the utter inability of 
one #nau. uu nailer how strong. Billing 
and able, to haaule fires in these moun­
tains It needed many more and at lead 
one man with authority over each distiirt 
to hire help sad purchase provision*. 
The minister said it a as aLstJuttly im­
possible to thoroughly safeguard the 
forests of the Dominion and asked if this 
a ere a genuine appeal to protect Dominion 
property or an attempt to secure private 
property, and oa our answer proving

that the minister was tharaagkly tel cr­
ested and before •» left be gave ws every 
aw arm are that (be qwrstiuw •«•aid be 
taken s» m bh return lu Ottawa lie 
labawwd ws that
bhweljr allie le I be wrro.ii of pervert lag 
ewe nmbn and even I be tewsh growing 
•n I be bend eaters mi ibe streams, and 
that wee req wests wave raws ana bte and 
peerlssel .

Mr Une latnodwejLlbe wdijt I by 
•Utsng I test a Irwet d hdl and mwnntate 
rwentrs from I be I rune Seat Csm north 
te High River had Uen burnt ewer I tea 
eamewf that in Ibe iMatly ■# C»alry 
the Fare*! Warden tend mere than thirty 
notes «qanre lu wwlrvd and te Ibe salure 
mi I king» be rwuLl M be nnj p-qs.i .1.1* 
•were tie gmsd furtbeeawge b»Xsd an
• nthneit» la here mm *r Ina.a* pnrrhme
• eiq lue te the 6»e fighter». wbn were e
vJwelarj fane raised from (be farmers.

anlla/netary be I bee nahrd nby l bte
sudden interest bad drvetegwd if firm 
d«l md tarer «very summer and a by our 
•f • • i r *. t had been rage, tall, * surged by 
Ibe tre fired

We posuird «ut I bal I bte reentry was 
sere aril milled sy. that Ur,, Use ns 
and an mere ws vdtegee are# sprvwgvag wp. 
I bet eitb the ad* vet of ibe bids; 
ere «un bandred nf rampre» a ret to Ik, 
tells and bred anUn «d ewr streams 
TW wouds area foil a# lboar rwmpm «II 
•saner and f*«m war wen espmwect 
•Kb I beer peuple en bad found tbnt te 
eery mat ram they errs eUnJ»i,l> 
ipworwwi mi tbr dan#rr af teevvng iteW 
•era alatbl. lint e# lbought in a asajorvly 
af ism l bear fifre errs dwr to tbr a nsrr- 
teosnrai and Igeorwers A Ire errs 
Perhaps mreedtery and a fen «ses started 
by the railway For I hear rewssiai wow# 
•rn ear# hiwnry le vnfl art tied 4»*-
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tricts than in those more remote in (*<te 
that the timber might 1er safeguarded.

We further represented the ha/thhiy 
and esprOse entailed on those who Ul 
fought the tire» this year, not to menu* 
the lus» of their lime iu spring. h^Ug 
and lus/vest. C ases are km-un akrre 
men had lost three week» haying. tr« 
days harvesting and a week in the busiest 
time last spiiug sad some men I usd fougkl 
fire for iicuily a month straight. These 
BH*a had uu rompe«»atiou llivugk aa 
effort was being made to get it 
ram her* had fed the fighting rrtss, 
numbering from t went v to forty men. f# 
days, al»o without lompeusaliun. hat 
an application has been uiaue foe it.

The minister, while he would wot. Is 
he said hr was unable to promise »».. 
thing along this line mid he would lair 
the matter up with his evlleagues. Il« 
finally promised to go iulo the skdk 
subject aa«l have it carefully studied ug 
with a view to improving very uiatmufiy 
the cvm.ilions of terst protêt lion lit 
was good enough to say that the drpet* 
tioe had » for .le. I much light and infer am 
live oa the matter.

The hour bring late, the inlmirs 
was then terminated, hut there is m 
WMtt* I i It«a.I, u
following up the work already dour, that 
is that every forest ranger ought to te s 
fish a ad game aardrw as w«JI (Nr 
streams are ur| letrd in spite of iqvte 
tioas. and as ibe fishing ettrasU lie 
camper», aim aim the thief tense of fires, 
it would |iir I hr lurrst aarelrn» aa rtlrs 
hold user them. The suspitioa is state 
that aria and dynamite are u*cd ia ite 

«ad *• the
lured wartime are travelling ell the turn 
Iters «Louhi be is a good position In step

«b |such proceedings. 

Cow try.
JOHN ki:\imk

herretary

RALLY AT HOLDEN
Despite tbr fact lb.I Iter weal ter «as 

ideal, sad the fstwrf. were ikrfdte 
Uu.> making up f.a tU list 

lost during tbr relay *ptll in Aagteh 
there was a large |»rs> «l of iiwwhrn J 
the llohjra l alow at ibe ametiag tehl an 
heptripbe# Ikh. «ad they were rwte 
ahwrably ewgasrated by tustqmalr awl

lu hrai »b»l iW
l F. A aæ Uosag A#f*ngr aareie bte 
here am dr l>r Mr K. J hna. geird 
wrtelary d the L‘ F- A. lu U prvoMd 
•ad «lari tbr fall work *4 tbr 11*« Ite 
«bair aa* lakra at lb**w » « lock ht W
Apprlhre. vhr prr.Mrat of ite llUdte
( asa. ate* iaaa.b|#ly tailed aw XI' 
Freem to address tbr amejlag la Ite 
?*-Wf«r of e niter Kagth. ed*ew R» 
Ffrwas tbaakrd tbr rnaVv te ite 
■ppialaaHy ttey bad glvrw tear •* 
mrwi.ag a Kb item, a ad ttea M «• 
la dHail tbr work doer by tbr **•»• **!»■• 
tetter it* iatrytlua, d>«l.ag adb the 
qwesls-as lafira sy at I be firte rue* relate 
end fteteemg I term <tewn Is Ite prmrte 
day He also rtyUard abat ite P^k 
paikiag «t bras# ameal a ad look ep <te
qwrteànw» abhb art, disswe*rd mm Ite
oreastew te Nr Xldfiid La after 
to lb# XXml Mr Item kraardy J 
I lte«r. Mteard ms tetsslf of ite (Uàw 
Agfwwllar»! Rastely ami epmrahd te Ite 
—embers fur ami4aee# Ite awtetefi 
I bra «lord silk a tea ft y ««sir mi tkld* 
te Mr Irma far bte ieler#»Uag add—

DISTRH T CONVENTION COMING 
At ite l«*l amiiaj « f ILMalt t te— 

lb# *al«|rtt of wa*liv| >t> legale** I * * fit»** 
aæ teww* ht wp a ad Ite enr friary ate 
èwslrwi l#d ta savftsis ite pdd* 
e.uea •#» of thin act a ad Ite Haw Ite 
d>t'psl s would be reqeirrd iter# te* 
man—U ar# ala# a#**e#sisag qte


