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privileges Canada exchanged with the Soviet Union. By the end of the year, the 
Department of External Affairs was also moving tentatively in the direction of 
‘psychological warfare’ with Canada’s adversaries in the cold war.

In other regions, there is a pattern of indifference or wariness about involve­
ment, as was undoubtedly the case in our relations with Latin America. Certainly, 
the exchange between T.C. Davis and Pearson (whose response mirrors marginalia 
he had scrawled on the incoming letter) provides eloquent testimony to the oc­
cidental orientation of Canadian policy — a similar low priority to Asia was indi­
cated by the Cabinet’s decision on representation in Ceylon. Concern about China 
and Korea was elevated by cold war tensions (in the latter case complicated by the 
remarkable Cabinet crisis over Canadian participation in the United Nations 
Temporary Commission on Korea), though there were Canadian interests in China 
which merited close attention. Of course, one consequence of this inattention to the 
Far East was that when the Security Council of the United Nations fixed its gaze on 
Indonesia, the Department of External Affairs had to seek out alternative sources of 
information to its reports from The Hague (Documents 141, 147 and 152 to 154). 
That was simply symptomatic of a foreign ministry whose burgeoning resources 
and personnel still had not kept pace with its overseas interests, responsibilities and 
commitments.

For this survey of Canada’s international relations as seen from the East Block, I 
have relied on the files of the Department of External Affairs (now the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade), the Privy Council Office and the 
Department of Finance, supplemented by other departmental records where neces­
sary and by private collections in the National Archives of Canada, including the 
papers of William Lyon Mackenzie King, Louis S. St. Laurent, Lester B. Pearson, 
Hume Wrong, Escott Reid and others. The guidelines for the selection of docu­
ments in this volume remain those quoted in the introduction to Volume 7 in this 
series. The editorial devices are described in the introduction to Volume 9. A dag­
ger (f) indicates that a document has not been printed in this volume; an ellipsis 
(...) represents an editorial omission. I had full access to the records of the Depart­
ment of External Affairs and the final selection was my responsibility.

In the preparation of this volume, however, many people assisted. The staff of 
the National Archives of Canada make a vital and sometimes unacknowledged con­
tribution to scholarship. I would like to thank particularly Paulette Dozois, Paul 
Marsden and David Smith of the Military and International Affairs Records Unit of 
the Government Archives Division whose professional dedication is matched only 
by their patient good humour. Several research assistants helped collect material for 
this book: Michel Beauregard, Neal Carter, Christopher Cook, Lisa Dillon, Brian 
Hearnden, Ted Kelly, Steven Lee, Leigh Sarty and Jacqueline Shaw all made my 
task easier. Fellow editors Greg Donaghy and Norman Hillmer were always avail­
able for consultation about those apparently inevitable problems or questions which 
arise almost daily in the preparation of such a volume. The general editor of this 
series, John Hilliker, is unrivalled for his attention to consistency and accuracy. 
Through reorganizations and reassignments, several managers have been respon­
sible for sustaining this project: Peter Daniel, Fernand Tanguay, Alain Dudoit, 
Peter Lloyd, Janet Bax, Brian Long and Mary Jane Starr. Their commitment has
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