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The Béok of Obadiah.
BY REV. H. M. WOL¥, JR.

The shortest book of the Bible ia the Book of Obadiah,
coneisting of one chapter, which coniains twenty-one
verses, and occupying one page. Indeed it isso brief
that many church members sre not aware of the fact
t 'at there {s any such book, and mauy more who do not
know what is its aim, ohj ct or purpose

Little, if anythiag antaentie, is known concerning the
writer, oras to the date of his provhecy. A Hebrew
tradition declares him to have been the Obwdish of
Ahab's court,s mighty man in the palace of theinfamous
king, bnt there are uo prodfs to support this tradition.
In regard to the date of this prophec; there is also doubt,
althongh the eleventh verse would indicate that it was
in {he nelghborbocd of 690 yesrs before Christ, becavse
the gaptivity ap ke of wonld seem to bethe ciptivity
of Nebuchudnerzar which cecurred in the year 588

We fiad the prophecy of ubadlsh to be d'rected
Hdwm ;' Tae shon of Obsdiah = Thus seith
It may not be presump
tuous 1o speak & word copterglog Klow, for it js not

agniost
the Lawd comeeiniog Hdom

AW vult matter to Bod professed Chirlstions who have po
en from whence H1om spreng or her relations ‘e
Terne Herrys however, ' P iline with the tueldent
o the family o Tosar when Hesw a9id Bie blathright 1o
his besiher Pavol For o weds of pottage, and fram this
won der ved thie some Rilow, wesping ntd.  God geve
Faau -4 posscenton {9 the Jand of Mount Selr, Sleeet
Iy sonth of e dend sen  and sl extremaly
monniwinious . reghd Here B wes that  Jacoh sest
wieanengess a wosuse of his fear thet Hesw
woald be aogiy with Blm and wouid destroy bk
bis feuilly - and- hioself,  While' the  mesting  be! ween
the brothore was & fdendly onr, yet thers was bt
ween fn the heart of Hean which beesmie losttiled

into his spdantis so that they beoame Ditter epemice
of Tevael, for'when larnel wes on the muarch fepm Waoypt
to the lapd ¢f Cassan an attempt was made to pass
through the land of ¥ lom, and Moses sent messengers
from Kadssh un'o the king of Kdom {nstracted to address
the king as followe | * Thus saith thy brother larmel,' s
very conclfistory message, bringing forcibly to the m'rd
of the'king of Edom the fact that Ierse) and Rdom were
of the same descent, in reslity brothers,  Alter dwelling
le uoon the condition of Israel in Egypt and their
mifaculous escaps and thelr jrurney, till they arrived at
Kadesh. the uttermost border of Edom, he comes to the
request that he wanld make for Isrsel. ‘' Let us pass, I
pray th e, through thy conutry ; we will not pass through
thy fiz'ds or through the vineysrds, neither will we drink
of the water of thy wel's; we will go by the king's high-
way ; we will not turn fo the right hand or 1o the left,
outil we bave passed thy borders.’’ This reminder of
brother'y ties, and ss:urance of utmost carefuiness in
paesing throngh the lend of Edom did not inclise the
king of Edom (o grant thelr req1est, and he very plainly
save i0 lerae), ! Thou shalt’ not pass by me lest I come

t sgainst thee with the sword.' Then Israel replied
titat she would g» by tue highway, and wonld psy for
whatev 1 water might be required ; bnt the re-
ply-of the kicg of Elom wsa the same, so Israel turned
sway {rom the land of Edem and from that day forward
1be bitterness «f1he stiife between the two nations con-
finned to jucrease.  Flom prospered and becamea na-
power which was constantly exerclsed
so thit Kdom was lonked opon by Israel
as ber gieateet enemy, sgalnat whom her mightiest forces
were every arraved.
the hiistory of Israel and Hdom into consid-
eration we can understand how the wrath of God should
be ex pressed against hdom through prophetic utterance.
aud a carefu! study of the prophecy will also revesl the
fact that this prophecy aguinst Elom, jsa typs of the
wrath of God egsioet all th» enemies of Israel, Althongh
they appear great and la sirong fortrewses, yet wi'l they
be.brought low, aud shorn of thelr power.

The vislon of O5ediak concerning Edom. A rumor is
heard of the Lovd, & btter translntion, an order from the
Lord. Itis his counsel aud decree and command, an
ambassedor, that is, a messenger, s herald to the beathen
bidlinw the heathen to rice up agninst Elom, is a type of
the wrath of God tory of the worll. All al'ng nations
that knew not God have played their part in the working
oul of the purposes and plans of God, just ss any one
who will take the trouble to trace the bistory of Bdom
w'll find that hesthen nations were used to bring abont
the fu'fillmert ¢f the propheey of Obadiah,

Now, Edom jn her mountain strongholds coneidered
herself unassai'a’le ; but the prophet uttering the words
of God, saye, *'1 bave made thee small among the
beathien ; thon art greatly despised. The pride of thine
hear! bath.deceived thee, thon that dwellest in the clefts
of the rocks, whose habitation is high ; that salth in his
heart. who shell bring me down to the gronnd. Though
thou shalt exait lh_)lcll a8 the esgle, aud though thou set
thy nest among the stars, thence will | bring thee down,
saith the Lord.”. God wou'd bring them down, the hid-
den things of Essu wounld be made known.  The shame
of his sold birthright would become the shame of the na-
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tion. Their fortresses and strong towers anl mouutain
fastnesses would prove to be of no avail against the power
of the Lard God Almighty. We read between the lines
God’s méssage to the sinner. It may be a source of won-
der to us oftentimes that sin seemingly appesrs to be
mighty in power and of invincible strength, The dis-
couraged and disheartened Christian often stands ready
tn give over every ¢ffurt. believing that it is impossible
to accomplish anything, when God’s miracnlous power
is mapifested, and sin, though exalted as the eagle, is
brought low.

The prophet continues, ‘‘Forthy violence against thy
brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be
cut off forever.” Ed>m had not only rejoiced over the
¢l ¢ fons ¢f Terael ; bnt as the prophet plainly declares
bad nsslsted the enemies ~f Torael, for when they entered
the gat=s of Jerusilem, and cast lote for the spoil of the
city, Hdom was there us cne of them, no doubt ready to
benefit by the spoliation of the city, when she should
have remembered her relationshilp to lsrael. There
should have bren pity iostead of rej icivg an justant and
roady assistance lostead of helplog the evemy of lernel
The prophet declares that the day of the Lord s neasr
upon all the heathen : as thou hast done, (ahsll be dore
anto thee | thy reward ahe'l upon  thine own
hesd. It fs eeay to make the sopilestion to 81! the ene
miee of Christtasity,  snd  eapecially to thow who have
bets hors aud brought up fa the Hght and Ruowledye of
the goodoces of Ood o 0 whe ofght v e sirong sed
sninemt supporters of the chureh of Gl bt who s
constantly o reyiug themel ves with thn enemies of the
ehareh
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ejptedng iv the chnrches o B otions ant glovy
fug te (e ahurckve overibrow, oil sueh will appess be
fore (ol os thie benthen sud shall be out off fiom Mis
fuvor st A promeios Tor ever ad overeoes .
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After the dsstrunction of the enemies of the
church then shall come the universal triumph o' the
church. '“Upon M uut Z on shiall be deliverance, sud
then #hall be holiness : and the house of ]icob shall
This part of the prophecy of
O%adisb, bas not as yet been fulfilled, for the history of
the wo*!d prove conclvsively that the conditions des-
Holinrss shall be in
the Jand and the house of Jacoh shall possess their pos-
sessions; but we are informed how this will be brought
sbout, ‘‘ The house of Jacoh shall bea fire, and the
house of Joseph a flume, and the house of Esau for stub.
ble, and they shall kindle in them, an1 devour them ;
and there shall not be any remaining of the house of
Fsau; for the Lord bas spoken it.”’ As I have stated the
house of Kmn repreeents all the enemies of the church of
God, and they will be as stabble when the honte of
Jacob becomes a fire, atd the house of Joseph a flame
We imagine that the forces of evil are invincible because
of their numbers, butit is not ro. We look upon the
mighty forces of evil and declare that they are all
powerful, and yet we know that their leader is the
greatest of cowards, for we learn from the Word of God
that if we resist the devil he will fl:e from ue. It does
not matter what the npumbers are that are back of him,
all we have to do ia toresist and he will fize. Itis nnt
true that the forces of evil are overwhelming in power,
but it is tru= that the church of Jeru1 Christ is not on
fire When it does become a fire then evils are as stub-
ble readily consumed. Have we not seen this in a very
imperfect way in revival services? Revivale that swept
the commnnity. Revivals sgiinst which all the forces
of Satan were a'rayed ; but which were put fo flight and
completely defeated on every H:d. Revivale ioto
which men came scoffing and scorning, sud with the in-
tention of defeatirg the pywer of God, and they have
goue ont of the same meeting broken and humbled; uay,
often vralsing God for removing blindness from their
eyes, and revealing to them Jeeus Christ asa personal
Savioar, I de not snppose that there is areader who
has not seen & revival meeting in which the power of
God was so visible and manifest that nothing wae able to
withetand ; but I do not belleve that any one has seen
the limit of God’'s power. Sarely in these latter days no
one hag seen the Pentescoital power, which changed a
multitude in » day throvgh one sermon, and yet a return
of that time is not impossible. In fact when the house
of Jacob becomes a fire and the house of Joseph a flame,
then will the scenes of the day of Pentecost be repeated.
Eenu will be as stubble and Jacob will possees his posses-
slons. This plainly proves that Jacob has been thrust
out cf his possessions. The church onght to possess the
world because it is her rightful possession, and when the
day comes that the church ia a fire, then she will possess,
even the land which now the Philistines and the Ephra-
mites and the Samaritans and the Canssnites, even wnto
Zarepath ; sud the captivity of Jeruslem, which is
Sephared, —8el. i
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It is our privilege to acknowledge the abundant mercy
of our Heavenly Father throughout another yesr. We
have begn preserved in our ordinary health and strength
for which we are grateful,

The comparative smallness of our field has given us
satisfaction ; but, as we still have well nigh three hun-
dred thousand in our parish, we have no lack of work.

Our Sunday services at the station have probabiy
been more largely attended than ever before. The Sun-
day School, averaging 88, under the saperintendency of
Mis* Archibald, has had a prosperous year. The im-
provement of our young people in ringing and in their
grasp of Bible truth has given us great joy. The gospe
meetings on Sunday evenings have often been of very
great interest. O 1e evening seven manifes'ed by rising
that they were loving the Lord.

THR CHURCH,

It hgy'been a year of harmony and one of encouraging
spirfttfal progress. Wae are especially encovraged in re-
gerd to two of the members, Thelr highest desire ap.
pears to be ho'y In spesch thought and bibavloar.
The Holy Spirit s belug granted to them In a special
Heasure,

The chureh snd cougregati~an now sepports two
evrugeliste. Thay work under the direction of a com-
mities of the chaseh, the chaliman of which conducts
the monihly busiuess mestings. That one of the grand
obfsctn of the existence of the church of Chylst ln the
evangellast'os of the world, is belng more clearly sp
prebended.  The ehucel has no pastor and needs - none
for the present, Rlcven were bapt's'd during the year

THE GOOD BAMARITAN HOSPITAL

After wiors thas Lwo yeurs of service, Mise D'Sliva left
us for & government appolutment enrly fn December, We
wre plessnd Lo testify to her profese’onal skill, energy snd
love for hee work and sleo to her kind and sympathetic
treantment of hor patients, smong whom she {s popular.
The following Is s summary of the work of eleven months

New patients 38 5 repeats §218, total treatments 8023,
The averags attendance of women and children in the
mornines wee about 24, Upwards of 1000 treatments of
men.-were given in the afternoons, . In-patieuts, 'ncludiog
five obstetric cases, numbered over 40, more than 70
operations were performed, 15 of which were dengerous
to life,

THR RECEIPTS

amounted to $816 94 as follows : Foreign Misslon Board
$500 sale of medicine $132 65 sale of other thinge $10 44
rent of rooms $2 85, donations from Europeans residing
in Indis §32 62, from people of other comntries $93 69,
from natives of ladia $4 6y, from in-patients and others
trested in hospital $§7 68 and from Miss D'Silva $32 11,
THE RXPENDITURKS

amounted to $803.56 a8 follows : Support of steff $431 63,
medicines and ivstruments $282 81, contingencies $37 53,
repairs of bulldings and improvement of grounds $28 15,
and other expenses $:0 44. We close the year with a
balance of $r23.75.

The hospita' is fulfilling its great mission of helping
the people to understand the compis slon and love for the
lost and the suffering that fills the heart of Jesus. Many
of our patients are from distant villages. In several cases
their {ree will cfferings of gratitade for healing have
touched our hearts, Mrs. Archibald conducted the daily
morniag services which were frequently franght with
great interest, Five women gave evidence of a change
of heart. The hosp'tal will be reopeved as soon as a sait-
able lady apothecary can be secured. A-lady doctor from
home is nrgeutly needed for the medical work of the
mission,

TOURING

Seventy-eight days only were spent in this important
work, Oar chief centres were Pondur, Chilpkapalam,
Nar peta, Calingapat and Jalmur. I was ac-
companied by from three to six native assistants, who
worked nobly. The ununsuslly large number of hearers
avd much of the special interest manifested was due to
the nse of the megic lantern. The attendance for six

ings in Calivg must have averaged well nigh
300. The preacher residiog there testifiea to a greater
interest ever since in Christian teaching, and reports the
receipt of 37 subscriptions to Christian papers for the
new year. A teacherin a Hinda school near Jalmur
glves undoubted evidence of conversion. His inflaence
for good has already been felt by many and we trust that
he will soon break caste and publicly profess his faith in
baptism. A series of seven meetings was held in Pondar
in September which was wel! attended by the educated
and illiterate and we are assured that results will be
manifested in duetime.

NATIVR HRLPERS,

Their spirit on the whole has been commendable, Twa
have been added during the year—Messrs. Subraiadn
and D, V., Jagsnadham. Both have dome good work.
We miss Mr. A. Narasimhamurthi from our Reading
Room and the writlog and lating he was
ed to do here, but we h-artily acquiesced in his heeding
the call of Dr. McLaurin to be bie assistant and are glad




