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PRISON LABOR

A !pochl Committee of Toronto
T. and L. Council

INVESTICGATE AND REPORT ON
THE MATTER.

Your committee respectfully submit as
follows : Referring to the circumstances
which called this committee itito existence,
we would remind the Council that at the
annual meeting of the Dominion Trades and
Labor Oongress; held at Quebec August-
September, 1891, the following resolution
was passed, viz. : “ That it is desirable in
the interest of the working classes that all
articles manufactured in prisons or reforx
matories shounld be exported and sold in for-
eign markets; instead of being brooght into
competition with the products of private in«
dustries in the Canadian market, and that
the Federal and Provincial Governments be
requested to so dispose of prison products.”

It was felt at the time by this body that
that -resolution was '‘sormewhat orude and
illogical, and that it did not properly voice
the sentiments of organized labor on the
important question of prison labor. And
that, as a ml!zlon of the problem, it was,
in fact; no solition at ally’ A further ex-
preesion of opinion on the matter was felt to
be desirable; and hence the formation of this
committee. At the outset your committee
fully realized that they had a formidable
question to grapple with and one that has
engaged fhe attention of thinking men and
reformers for many years past. And even
now no one would be ‘bold enongh' to' say
that he had arrived at & final solution of the
whole difficulty.

Therefore, in submitting this their report
as the result of their labors in their attempt
to find the path that will ultimately lead, as
they hope, to a final and #atisfactory solu-
tion of a difficult problem, your committee
venture to bespeak the kind indulgence and
due consideration from this body which the
importance of the question demands;

A proper consideration of the whole ques-
tion of prison labor involves a consideration
of so many other questions, among which
the labor question is but a part, though all
are so intimately connected, that a proper
understanding of one part is not.complete
withioht some knowledge of ‘the ‘others. It
will be obvious; therefore, that in a report
of this nature it is utterly impossible to en-
ter fully into the many questions affecting
this oue of prison labor. To those who de’
sire to go fully into the question and $o in»
westigate for them:elves we cannot do better
than refer them to the report of the com-
missioners appuinted ‘to inquire into the
prison and reformatory sysiem of Ontario
in 1891, In that report the searcher after
facts will find abundance of such dealing
with the causes of crime and the many sys-
tems of punishment and reformation, here-
ditary tendencies, juvenile crimes, drunk-
enness, idlenese, punishment as a deterrent
of craime, ipdustrial and educational systems
of reformation, TheSe questions are al)
fully and comprehensively dealt with. And
your committee have no hesitation in de-
claring that if organized labor desires to
speak and to be heard onm this important
qestion, which affects not only themselves
but the welfare of the whole commaunity, it
is the bounden duty of organized labor tu
honestly inform itself of all matters con-
nected withthe problem ; and that it should
be manly and independent enough to arrive
at and present its conclusions, free of all
party considerations or influences whatso-
ever. Among the systems of labor adopted
in prisons are what are known as the ‘‘ con-
tract system,” the * piece price system,”
and the “ Btate or public account system,”

Regarding the necessity of industrial em~
ployment of prisoners, there seems to be no
difference of opinion among the most en-
lightened of those who have ever given the
question their study, or of those who have
had the management of prisons. Punish-
ment and brutality as a deterrent to crime
has become, or is fast becoming, among all
enlightened nations, an exploded idea. Ab-
golute idleness is so terrible and disastrous
in its cousequences that it is impossible to
give it, na a/system, ‘& moment’s -considera-
tion.

Insanity and death both physically and
morally, being the sure and speedy results
of a system of enforced idleness and confine-
ment,

Admitting, then, the necenxty of labor in
some form, it is our dutyto find out in what
way it will not be & menace to outside free
labor. Of the three systems enumerated
above, the contract system ig the one most
universally condemned,  ‘Fhe contraot sys-
tem is that by which the labor of the con-
victs is hired out to the highest bidder;

A committee of Congress of the United
States reports the following as among the
evils of the contract system: The contract
system is wholly adverse to reform, and,
therefore, should be abrogated. The pris-
oners are treated as if they were so many

‘dumb beasts, bdng driven to their daily
task by men whose sim is to get a certain
amount of workiout of them each day."” :

Dr. Wines says : “ It places for the entire
working day all the priaonm contracted for
to a great extent under the control of men
with no officibl responsibility ; men who see
in the convict only| 80  mueh machinery for
making money ; men who only, or at any
rate, whose ‘chief reoommenduion to
the positions they hold in the prison is that
they are the highest bidders for the human
beings: hired by them. ' It introduces into
the prisons agents of the contractors, who
for the most part have not only no inferess
in aiding the reform of the convicts, but are
too ready to oppose it by offering mischiev-
ous indulgences to the convictsas axi induce-
ment to further industrial efforts. The con~
tract system works great injury to honest
labor in many branches of industry. - Inves-
tigations by committees of State Legisla~
tures have shown this fact repeatédly. There
is no room for doubt as fo the evil effect of
this system upon theinterests of free labor.”

The ‘resalt of thé investigations by the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Stat-
istics of the Btate of New York is: ¢ The
contract eystem of .prison labor is directly
responsible to & great extent for' the reduc-
tion of wages and loss 6f employment snf-
fered 'by “wechadics engaged in the same
branches of mdutry which are carried onin
the prisons.”

By the - pneoe price system " jsmeant the
system by which the State receives payment
for the product of the Iabor of thé prisoner
upon materinls and machinery furnished by
the person making such payment, or fur-

nished partly by such person and partly by
1 tain: amonnt of free labor might be employed

the State. ;

This system is carried outin the Central
Prison at Toronto, Mr. Massie states in
bis evidence before the commissioners that
the Nelsons find all $he raw material and
the superintendents, but that the machinery
belongs to the Government absolately. This
system is but the contract system under an-
other form,

The supervisor of the New Jersey State
Prison, in which there are from 870 to 940
prisoners, said in his report for 1887 : ‘‘The
second year's experience in working the
prisoners under the piece price plan seems
to afford no element of hope that either as a
revenue measure or as a preventive of undue
competition with honest labor will it ever be
even as potent as the contract system which
it supplanted. - In its practical working it
is but a modification of the old system, pos-
sessing all ite evils and none of its advan-
tages."”

Another expert says: * The piece price
system does more injury to the laboring
classes outside, because it enables the con~
tractors to sell their products at lower
prices.”

Under the State or public account sys-
tem, the State furnishes machinery and ma
terial for thelabor of the prisoners and mar-
kets the product of such labor thereon.
That is, the state sells its goods direct on
the market without the intervention of any
contractor whatever and reserves the profits
to itself.

This system is preferred by most of the
experts above all other systems as being
less injurious to honest labor and best sunited
for reformatory purposes.

Mr, Carroll D. Wright, the commissioner
of labor, speaks very highly of this system,
but would have it worked without the use
of power mrchinery, tools and hand ma-
chines only being allowed. Hesays : *“ With
such a plan in vogue throughout the United
Btates there could be no complaint as to the
effect of convict labor upon the rates of
wages or upon the sale of goods either in
price or in quantity, The convicts would
be constantly employed under the di-
rcotion and supervision entirely of the
prison officers. None of the objections or
disadvantages arising under the contract
system or the piece price modification
thereof, or under the public account
system with power machinery, can be raised
against this plan. The adoption of it wonld
leave the state free to undertake the very
best and most harmless efforts for the re-
formation of prisoners,

The chief aggravation in the employment
of convicts in productive labor arises from
the use of power machinery.

‘While recognizing the high authority of
Mr. Wright to speak on all matters con-
cerning labor, your committee cannot en-
dorse the suggestion as to limiting the in-
dustries to the use of tools or hand machin-
ery.

Warden Brush, of Sing Sing, says:
% When the eontract system was abolished
almost everyone wius of opinion that the
prisons would run'into extravagance and
corruption, and that it wounld be impossible
to manage thém honestly under the State
account system. This theory is entirely
contradicted by our experience here for the
last twenty months,”

After carefully considering the question
fully your committee are unanimously of
(1st) the opinion that the ‘‘ Public Account
System ” is the best solution of the difficulty
yet offered, so far as it goes, and would

ltrongl’y recominend that its general adop- |
tion be petsistently urged’ npon both: the
Federal and Provincial Governmenta by all
organized labor bodies.

2rd. That prisoners should be given an
interest in the product of their labor. That'
a fair share of his earnings should be re-
tained for the benefit of the prigoner, or be
given to the families of prisoners, if in desti
tute circumstances,

Bpeaking of this phase of the qnestlon,
Mr. T; V. Powderly says: * Keep what ia
given to the contractor of their (the prison-
ere’) earnings and give it to themselyes:
when they leave prison, or allow their earn-
ings to go totheir families, instead of throw-
ing these families on the charities of the
town, while the prison contractor reaps a
reward from crime that causes him o wish
that theerop of criminals may grow larger."

3rd, That where the establishmeat of any
prison indstry will in the least affect outside
labor, or at most only affeet a comparatively
small bumber of wage-earners in that in-
dastry, that sufficient notice should be given
of the Government’s intention to start such
an industry, and that after the expiration
of such notice it shall be considered a Gov-
ernment industry and shall be pursued
;gmmt all comers. {

‘It has been objected to this suggestion
that the men upon urv?pg their terna would
have no knowledge of any, other oceupation
that would be useful to them after they got
out of prison, To this objeetion yonr com,
mittee submita that it might not be incgn-
sistent with the general good of the. com-
munity that where such: an industry was-of
sufficiently large proportions, saitable ar.
rangements might be made whereby a cer-

in the same institution. Such arrapgements
are even now made, we helieve, nnder cer-
tain gircumstances.

FLIES A;‘JD HUMAN BEINGS.

War to the Death has Been Waged
for Centuries.

It is not generally known, except by those
familiar with tke literature of the Four-
teenth century, that the month of Angust is
dedicated to Beelzebub, the interpretation
of his name being Father of Flies, Flies
appear earlier in the season, but it is in
August that they take possession, says a
writer in the New York Evening Sun. Ba-
con quotes King James as saying, * Have I
not three kingdoms for you to expatiate in,
and you must needs fly in my eye?’ 8o it
seems flies occupy the earth. There is bat
one known spot where flies are not 1ound.
That is Mount Carina, in Candia, where a
honey is produced so abharrent fo flies that
they avoid the place. The estimate of
Spencer’s imagination has been measured
by his apostrophe to the silver winged pos-
sessors of the empire of the air. Flies,.in
fact, have no sense., There is scarcely an
ingect that has not'at times been trained or
shown intelligence. There is no such record
of the fly.

The peculiarities of his structure, his ma-
chinery of locomotion, his unce

|#hopkeeper's wife has officiated as his book- |
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Sugar Refining Co.,

(Limited) MONTREAL.

M anufacturers of Refined Bugars of the well
known bnnd

'keeper or: cashier, ‘and ‘very often late'at
night, while mapsieur is ‘playing dominoes
or billiards, or enjoying his cigar and his
“hock" at his favorite cafe, madame is
painfally le.ncmg her books behind' the
eounter of thc‘dﬁu“d but !ﬁll brillidntly

lit sbop. '+ 3w 1 PO

- Women, again, in anoa hnve an almost
entire monopo}y in selling newspapers at the
kiosques, or in keeplng *‘ bureaux de tabqu”

ey may also practice art, without let or
hindtence, and théy may sttain, it they have
the talént and the capacity, bright eminence
4 painters, sonlptors, éngravers or drafts
women in black and 'whitg ; but the Acad-
emy of Fme Artg peumeptly sety its face
against the ldmuuon of hdy membeng, al-
though, a8 Mme. Leon Bértaux, the presi-
dent/of the Uilion '¢f Feminine Artists, has
pointed out, there were in' the last century

'twg: lady. academicians—Mme. Terbursch

and the renowned portrait painter, Mme.
Vlgee Lebrun.—London Telegraph.

Flfty-ﬁve thousand tallon have been
lookéd: out in London owiug to ‘a’ dispute
with the employers regarding piece work,

The Java - Goyvernment, - heretoforg de.
pendent upon compalsory labor in: -eoffee
growing, iptends now. to try paid l;.bor by |.
the confrach system. . . .4 ;i 1

- In Greas Britain the yearly loss in wages
thmsh ill;health is-about $55,000,000, and |
it ie estimated: that 40 per cens of-thése who
start in business fail, March-being oconsid-
oryd; Eb? .eltclwt ponth, for ,'b“i'?’!fﬁ i
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1605 NOTRE DAME STREET

of the laws of gravity have been of interest
both to scientists and poets. Theodore Til-
ton’s well known ode to the fly has been set
to music, and is on countless lips in kinder-
gartens and nurseries; of this nothing is
owing to the fly himself.

The enmity between man and flies is hise
torie, but the warfare continued through
long ages is féeble, though unremitting.
The Cape Colonists, it is reported by James
Payns dip long wisps of straw in milk-and
hang them up ; when the flies have settled
down on them they draw a sack over the
wisps. . They often bag in this manner as
much as a bushel of flies in 8 day, The
fashion of poisoning flies with flypaper has
gone out, the paper being too easily dis-
solved into a summer dripk for one’s ene-
mies.

The flies, moreover, had an uncomforta-
ble habit of leaving their corpses on the
dishes and tablecloth. = Farmers’ wives
pleasantly lure the fly into glass cisterns of
sweetened waters, where it can die like a
rose in aromatic pain. The latest method
of fly catching is by means of pitch coated
papers ; lured by the resinous odor the fly
lights, Bheets of this paper, looking like
huckleberry tarts, are shown in druggists’
windows, ' But while the fly sticks to the
paper the pap.r sticks to everything else,
and unsuspecting members of the family are
likely to serve as a walking morgue for flies.

B o ol

Employments of Frenchwomen.

It is not at all unlikely 'that the jealousy
or the downright aversion shown by the
French medical students to female compe-
tition arisec from that curious social con-
servatism which prevails among a nation
who rarely miss an opportunity to proclaim
themselves the most democratic people in
Earope. There have always been a great
many. crafts and employments open to
Frenchwomen from which Englishwomen
were, until & very recent period, almost en-
tirely debarred. From time immemorial in

Paris and other large French towns the'

JOHN: O'GRADY,
BUTCHER,
Stalls Nos. 8 & 9
8t. - Gabriel = Market,

MONTREAL.

Fresh Meat, Salt Beef and Tongues
kept ‘constantly on hand.
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G—E.'N' ERA.L
Household Furnishines,

FURNITURE,
Upholstering, Bedding, Stoves, Etc.

199 WELLINGTON STE ET,

MONTREAL. N

8@ N.B.—A visit is respectfully solicited.

The Edward Cavanagh Company,

Imborters and Manufacturers.
O¥rice :

2647-'63 NOTRE DAME STREET.

Cor, ‘Seigneurs Street, Montreal.

TELEPHONES :
BELL 8025. FEDERAL 1585,
Drain Pipes and connections, all sizes.
Best Brands Cement. Calcined and other
Plasters, etc. Lubricating and Illuminat-
ing Oils. Boiler Compound. Coal,all sizes.
Plumbers’ Supplies, Painters’ Supplies,
Mill Bupplies, Builders’ Hardware, House-

hold Hardware,Shelf Hardware, Mechanics’
Tools, Stoves, etc.

Of the mghm Quatity and Purity.
Made by the Latest Processes; and Newest and
Best lhchm@ry, not; surpassed anywhere.
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In 50 and 100 1b. boxes,
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cm;m suens

YELI;OW SUGARB.
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l. EADEE” Stoves

E mbrace every requisite
" ecessary to
n elight the good housewife.
: ' n manufacturing them
" either time or money is spated,
u othing overlooked. Our
E ndeavor to make a stove second to
one, and the popular verdict is we

G ET THERE!”

What say you, Sir Knight (or his wife) ?

Saie rooms:

524 CRAIG STREET,
319 ST. JAMES STREET,
2495 NOTRE DAME STREET,
1417 ST. CATHERINE STREET,
CORNER
INSPECTOR AND WILLIAM STS.

W. Clendinnens & Son*
MONTREAL.
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CUSTOM MADE
PANTS

70 ORDER.
g Imported Goods:
Inspection invited

The Dommmn Pants Co,,
364 St. James st.. Montreal.

ADVERTISERS.

. It will pay you to advertise
in THE ECHO. It circulates
extensively in the homes o
the most intelligent working-
men in the City of Montreal
and other Towns and Cities

throughout the Dominion.



