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Bave been made “rom Time to time of the officials of the various
Joeal unions. No sconer have the officials been arrested and tem-
porarily taken from the field of work than new officers are ap- |
pointed to fill the vacencies. Miners have beem arrested on the M d h

fightest: pretext and despite the protesis of the great producing it ,
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ilies. Despatehes appedring in the “‘press that always does its
master’s” bidding,”” would lead one to believe that the mipers were |
responsible for the outrages that are daily occuring in the mine |
Seld of West Virginia. ‘The faets are to the contrary nntwlfh-f
standing the f":v\\s specials’” appearing in many of the dally‘
WSpapers o this eountry. :
e Thrl'mlrd Mine \\"(:’;'krrs of America have fought a clean |
fight in West Virginia. They bave been subjeet teo many hard- |
ships. Some of its members bave been brutally murdered h_vf the
operators’ hired gunmen. The tented -colony, whenee the miners
with their families were driven by the operators, have been molest-
ed by these paid murderers. Despite it all the miners have stood
$irmly together There has been no desertions. The United Mine
| Workers Ktate tha-if the ‘‘armed guards,’’ private detectives,
soldiers and thugs are removed from the mine fields of West \’n-¥
ginia, peace will once more be restored. T
Some idea of the appalling conditions in West Virginia may
 be gleaned from a letter written by James A Baumgardner, finan- |/
cial secretary of Loecal Union 4804, Williamson, W. Va, to the
Mine Workers Jourital recently in which he said he was arrested
at the Norfolk & Western station on June 10 for no offense exeept
that of baving a copy of the United Mine Workers” Journal in his
possession. Members of the state police saw the paper, he said,
‘and placed him in jail at Williamson. ;
““We are not allowed to talk, under Governor Morgan's mar-
ial Jaw, but the boys are brave,” Brother Baumgardnmer said.
. “We have stood firm and held on for a year and a month. This
arrest will show you what we are up against in West Virginia.'
The story of the strikes in the coal fields of West Virginia
- and Alabama, two gigantie strikes which Bave in operation
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Labor editer declare, not so very long ago; *‘Come and free us.™
He was referring fo the "Il.‘ﬂ constabalary™ of Pennslyvania,
this being the system of police protection adopted in that state,
due to “mterests’’ of the United States Steel Corporation. We
suggest thst all lovers of justice and freedom ase someé of M*
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