
3^ Chnsttanity and Agnostieum.

I»w» of nature obangrn the onier of
pb.wical n»inrp-dw8 in a word the very
Hiing we are told God cannot do r He
turn* a wiMerneHS into a garden-cuio a
o»nal through the iNthaniu» ofSnes—
driHn« a ni«-Hh and inakeM a fruitful
fleWaiid a healthy metea-i of sickly dwelling
place. In all tbew caneH he interfered
with the result of natural law } Uit he
does not violate natureti laws—he does
not even HU8p«nd them. And if man can
do this by an act of will, are we rea'ly
prepared to eav that God cannot t Nay.
^ God be a pereonal God we mu« giveUim the attributes oJ pernonalitr. WTe
nm^t allow that He io an intelligeoi Be.nif,

^?/ m ?• ^*" »b«olule free.l.nn of
will. To deny this would be fatal to the
conception of God. Man can suspend and
vary at his pleasure the laws ol nature,
lo deny God a similar power would b« tomake man greater than G<«l, and to
say with Strauss that there is no God but
m»n, God may conceivably perform a
miracle by using one force' of nature to
overcome another j or He may accom-
plish the result hy a direct act ofHie omnipotent will. But in any case the
order of nature \h not violate.!, the har-mony of the koomoe is not disturbed,
there i- no rent in the universe, bot on the
contrary, there is a healing of a breach a
restoration of loet onier efiected by means
of a miracle.

II. But Hume, that celebrate.] skeptic
of the last century, declared that mircles
wer- impossible, because th»y were, "con-
trary to all experience." the objection
IS speoioif, but untenable. It has been
overthPown repeatedly by the progress of
phyNoal science. Let us take one or two
examples. Alternate generation, which
pociirs in some of the lower orders of an-
imal life - the jelly flsh, tot instance, be-
gets » hydroid. This hydroid is an en-
tirelpr diflereut organism to its parent, and

•I!in5 k'^m"" ^^y^ "^ J*"^ ^*^' »h«» th«
grandchild resembles its grandparent, and
the hydroid is produced through a genera-
tion of jelly fishes into a hydroid again
aermaphroditism, i. e., the same amo/al
or plant unitinc in itself the sexual char-
acters of both the male and female, which
is now discovered to exist normally inmany invertebrate animals. Fertilisation
per saltnm, for several generations. All
thtM are scientific twit, yet ere bppos.
eU to the inductions of experience
down to our own time. Suppose Home

had been told that there were creature*
which at pleasure threw off a limb, that
this limb fortbwiti, Sejran an imleMndent
exi.tenoe,andbyai;d b7 impregnVted •
female of the t^ame species, he would haw
refilled the ntcry at once by bia de^truo- ^
tive fivmula againn miracles. It was
contrary to all experience down to his
time, ft IS now prove.! by such evidenceM would have sati^fle.1 Hn«e himself.
But the point IS that it was a« true whenHume wrote as it is now. Yet his ar«u-
ment then would have diaproved it abso-
lutely, and would even have fonbi >den en-
quiry. In like manner we may hereafter
»« able to perceive that a miracle is as sus-
ceptible of explanation ai some of those
secrets of nature which would have ai/-
geared miraculous to our forefathers!We must always remember that our
knowledge of the forces of nature is ex-
tremely limite.] a fact which the pro-
grrt* of physical science makes more
manifest every year. "There i^ always a
possibility," as the late Prof. Jevons' ob-
serves, "of causes being in existence with-
out our knowkidge, and these may at any
time produce an unexpecte.! effect," and
he gives the following illustration : "We
can imagine reasoning creatures dwellinir
ID a world where the atntoephere was a
mixture of oxygen and inflammable gat,
like the firedamp of coal mines. If de^
void of fire, they might have lived on for
long ages in complete unconsciousness of
the tremendous forces which a simple
spark could call into play. In the twink-
ling ofan eye new laws might have come
into »ction, and the poor rea«oning crea-
tures, who were so confident of their
knowledge of the uniform conditions of
their world, might have had do time to
speculate upon the overthrow of all their
theories, caused by that little spark. Can
we, with our finite knowle-lge, be sure
that such an overthrow of our theories ia
imposeible." (Principles of science.)
ra. Again, "belief 10 miracles has been

supposed by some to be incompatible with
the acc-ptMoe of the doctrine of

that the doctrine of evolution hasMwd the ordinary scientific position of
the den-er of miracles. For the doctrine
of evQlntiou impliestbat the crMtor of th»
nniyerae la energetically prewnt through
•11 the operations of oature. If this world
were a machine set going for a oertaia
period of time the reanltwoaM be cooataot


