
tm ioAriAiN cook'i

expressed the deepest concern at hia departare, and
were continually importuning hina to return. Oreo, the
chief, and his wife and daughter, but especially the two
latter, scarcely ever ceased weepins. Their grief was
80 excessive, that it might perhaps be doubted whetU.er
ft was entirely sincere and unaffected ; but our com-
mander was of opinion that it was real. At length,
when he was ready to sail, they took a most affection-
lUe leave. Oreo's last request to Captain Cook was,
^at he would return ; and when he could not obtain a
promise to that effect, he asked the name of his bury-
ii]£ place. To this stranse question the captain answer-
fid, without hesitation, that it was Stepney, that being
tfie parish in which he lived when in London. Mr.
Forater, to whom the same question was propo&ed, re-
plied, with greater wisdom and recollection, iliat no
ijiian, who us'id the sea, could say where he should be
buried.

As our commander could not promise, or even than
Buppose, that more English ships would be sent to the
Boufhern isles, Oedidee, who for so many months had
been the faithful companion of our navigatorH, chose to
remain m his native country. But he left them with a
regret fully demonstrative of his esteem and affection,
nor could any thing hava torn him from them, but the
fiWir of never returning. When Oreo pressed so ar-
dently Captain Cook's return, he sometimes gave such
snawsrs as lefl roo.m for hope. At these answers Oedi-
dee would eagerly catch, take him on one side, and ask
him over agam. The captain declares that he had not
words to describe the anguish which appeared in this
joung man's breast when he went away. He looked
tip at the ship, burst into tears, and then sunk down into
the. canoe. Oedidee was a youth of good parts, and of
ik dbciif , gentle, and humane disposition ; but as he
was almost wholly ignorant of the religion, govern-
ihent, manners, customs, and traditions of his country*
Inen, and the neighbouring islands, no material know-
fedge could have been collected from him, had our
coniimander brought him away. He would, however^
in every respect, have been a better specimen of the
nation than Omai.


