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ftf frora Mfriingtl.at th« ftctf iiMe)ow<l ««laWishcJ
«he cla.a; ^f Great Britain, a» that the map oxhibiteJ
If the one to which Franklin referred, in his note ta
the Count de Vergennes, the French Minister

; but it
cannot be doubted that the conlbrmily of the line *!«•
linealed on the map, with lt« jine deccriioj Jo bi«
•jote, would iiav*. the fnVct of «tfengthenin<' , ot a tH-
iJe the clam', of Great Britain in h^r own"stiaaation
and that oi tfie world. But the facts stated, and tfa»
njapexhibjted by lh« chairmarj of theCommiliee o«
foreign Retatjonc. [Mr. Rives,} ar« not the only or
*b» strooTftt iliscloKuW! made dwring the iliscussion.AM Ffoficti map intr<xJacc«l by ibe Senator (sim

Whmww, (Mr. Benton,) f;om Mr. JefTerson'o collec-
tion mthe Congress library, in order to rebut the in-
ference trom the former, turned out t» be«till more so.
1 hat was made in the village of Passy, in the year
alter the treaty ofp^ncewas nepotiated, where Frank-
lin (who was one of the ncf;oiiators) resided, and was
dedicated to him ; and that has the bound-ry line
drawr in exact conforaiitv to the rther, and in the
manner described in the note of Dr. Franklin—aline
somewhat more adverse to us than that claimed fey
Ureal Britain. But, cs striking as is this coincidence,
Ue was far IVorti regarding it as sufficient to e.-tablish
•n?ciaiai ftf Oi«at Britain. It would, however, be in

by the Unlteil States, by Great Britain, and by the
»«at« of Maiue. if such ao alternative should be
contemplated b» anv one as preferable tothe' ar

ich had beeti made, it is fit to bear in
rangement whic- „„^,
mind the risk and uucertainty, a» weiras' the inlv^ta
We delay and expense, incident to that mode of de-
ctsjon. We hare already seen, in the instance of the
avbilration by the King of the Netiierlands, how
much weight a tribunal of that sort is inclined to
give to the argument of emvinicncc, and a supposed

**e"iiT't
*"* ""^ '"*'' ^^ **'* negotiators of the treaty

of I7b3, against the literal and positive terms em-
fioyva by the instrument in its description of limits

8 ttere no danger, in the event of another ?rbitra-
lion, that a farther research into 'he public archives
of t-urope might bring to lip-ht some embarrassino-
(even though apocryphal) document, to ihrow a new
sUade ot plausible doubt on the clearness of our titleW the view of a sovereign arbiter? Sucli a docu-^
Btent nas already been communicateato the cotntr.it-
tee

J
an.] J feel it (said Mr. II.) to f.e my duty to lay

It before the Senate, that they may fully appreciate
H8 ficani.gs, and delemme for themselves the wei-'ht '

and importance which belong to it. It is due to the
learned ^iid distinguished genllemsn, (Mr. Jared
fcpark* of Ucslon,) by whom the document referred
to was discovered in the archives of Frar.cc, while
pursuing his laborious and intelligent researches con-
nected with the history of our wwii country, that the
account of a should be given in his own words, as
«ontained in a communication addressed by him to
the Department oi State. I proeced, thewfore. to
itad Jroin that communication

:

•• While pursuing my researches among the vnj«.
mmous papers relating to the American Revolutionw the .'Irrluve* des Affaires Etiangeres in Paris, I found
in one 01 the bound volumes an original letter from
wr. Jrankiii to Count de Vergennes, of which lije
following IS art exact transcript

:

««..!»> .V ,
" ^**?' December 6, 1782.

B.a
. 1 nave tlie honor of returning herewith the

ifiap your Excellency sent me yesterday. I have
marked with a strong red line, according to your de-
sire the limits of the United Stales, as settled in the
preliminaries between the British and American d'c
iiipotentiaries.

"^

" Witb great respect, I am, &c.,
«' B. FHANKUN."

"This letter Wi, written >:'S days after the nre-
Iir>iiianes were signed

; and if v- could procure the
idei.Mcal map mentioned by Franklin, it would seem
io aitord conclusive evidence as to the meanihg af-

fined by th« commissioners to the language of th?
treaty on the subject of the boundaries. You may
well suppose tliat 1 lost no time in making inquiry
for the map, not doubting that it would confirm all
my previous opinions res^ectiig the validity of our

I

claim. In the geographical department of the Ar-
j

chives are sixty thousand maps and charts ; but so
j

well arranged with catalogues and indexes, that anv
' one ol them may be easily found. After a little re-
:
search in the American division, with tne aid of the

i keeper, I came upon a map of North America, by
j

D'Anville, dated 1746, in size about eighteen inches
I

square, on which w.s drawn a strortg red line through-
i

out the entire boundary of the United Sta'es, cn-
swering precisely to Franklin's description. The

I

line is bold and distinct in every part, made with red
:

ink, and apparently drawn with a hair-pencil, or a
;

pen with a blunt point. There is no other coloring
;
on any part of the map.

I

"Imagine my surprise on discovering that this lir^e

runs wholly south of the bt. John, and between the
head waters of that river and those of the Penobscot
and Kennebec. In short, it is exactly the line no>
contended for by Great Britain, except that it con-
cedes more tiian is claimed. The north 1 ne, after
departing'from the source of the St. Croix, instead of
proceeding to Mars Hill, stops far short of that point,
and turns ofl" to the west, so as to leave on the Bri-
tish side all the streams which flow into the St. John,
between the source of the St. Croix and Mars Hill.
It is evident that the line, from the St. Croix to th^i

Canadian highland, is intend-d to exclude all the wa-
ters tunning into the St. Johi

"There is no positive proof that this map is actt;-

atly the one marked by Franklin
; yet, upon any other

supposition, it would be diflTicult to explain the cir-
cumstances of its agreeing so perfectly wi'.h his de-
scription, and of its being preserved in the placv>.

wiiere it would naturally be deposited by. Count d?

J

Vergennes. I also found another map in the Archives,
on wh'ch the same boundary was traced in a dotted
red line ivith a pen, apparently colored from the
other.

'•I enclose herewith a map of Maine, on which f

have drawn a strong black line, corresponding with
the red one above mentioned."

I am far from intimating (said Mr. Rives') that the
documents discovered by Mr. Sparks, curious and
well worthy of consideration as they undoubtedly
are, arc ofweight sufficient to shake the title of thi^

United Siates, founded on the positive language of
..:., ,,.,!., !,, ji., .j!.!.', ut,x .nej Culiiu nut lall, II! i:-
event of another reference, to give increased conii-


