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an iiitii-fst ill Ilii' <iut'.sti(>ii as to wlictlitT iinioii >j(ivcniiiu'iit is a

practical jJiMJcct in tlic times of peace or not. The liherty of tlie

siiliject is certainly only i)artially protected by party jrovernmeiit

jiist as the ])iil»lic interest is too often overlooked altojrether. Witii

this recurrence of party-rule for party-rule there is apt to he a

recurrence of the ^rros.sest of self-seekinj; within its initiating.'

tyrannies. Justice and injustice lieconie too often, from certain

hastenin!; activities, the stran^'est of lied-fellows, with their heads in

close iH-oximity on the pillows of an overturiiinj^ patronajre. There
is too ready an escajie for the latter, and too open an impatience with
the former, when once the public interest demands attention from
Ixitli of them. And, when they are brou<rlit to confront one another,
the liberty of the subject is too often also confronted by ridicule

should i)iiblic opinion esixmse the eau.se of ju.stice a<jainst its aeeidental
bedfellow. The choice of the people, if he be a party-man. finds it

difficult to eseajie becominjr a slave lo party rule, or a too ready
victim to its venfreance. ]n a word, jiarty jroverMmeiit is a poor kind
of an arena wherein to cultivate the broader-minded .statesmanship.
Yet it has not altoj^'cther failed to present the country with the most
•striking' redeemin<r results, which cannot but plead in iS favour as
a ready means of jretting at public opinion. And, were it only to
lie stripped of its ethical oblicpiities o^" action "in gettiiifr there and
while bein-r there", it may never come to lose favour altofrether as
the "best means to an end" democracy can have for rnlin<r itself.

.Meanwhile, all "{rood and true Canadians", irrespective of what hil^
happened or may happen, liave their eyes turned .sympathetically
and patriotically on the experiment of a union or non-party <,'overn-

ment, as the fires of -i past partyism .smoulder in its vicinity to lielji

it maintain a rectitude of administrative rule, and in time, perhaps,
illimiiiie the e(.nsuiiiiiiati(;ii of the nation unity Canada is lonjrinv' for.
as an()iiteome from the Canadian patriotism that has been aidinr; in
tile winnin«r of the most momentous war the world has ever witnessed.


