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It is prol)able, however, that the econo-

mical politicians may attach iHoro impor-
tance to the commercial than to the politi-

cal results of Canadian independerce. Tho
trade of Canada confessedly employs a very

large portion of British shipping, and, being

susceptible of indefinite extension, will

en)ploy from year to year a still larger

portion. By an adequate improvement ot

the navigation of the St. Lawrence, and by
a judicious and liberal system of tolls, the

Canadas, without permanently sacrificing a
shilling, can concentrate in Montreal, which
is destined to be the largest city in the new
world, the trade of the whole basin of the
St. Lawrence and the lakes. For man^'
years at least this trade Avould be carrieif

on in the ships of the domestic empire, for

vessels, though built and registered ire

Canada, cannot winter in the river undei
the penalty of being crushed by the forma-
tion or the removal of the ice. With the
raw materials of shipping, growing almost;

as weeds, this country cannot aspire, with-

out very lavish expenditure on docks and
basins, to stand high among the shipping

powers of the world.

But were the Canadas independent, they
would undoubtedly, like all other nations

but England, attach a national importance
to the possession of a mercantile navy, and
would, from political motives, cheerfully

undergo an expense, which^ perhaps on
merely commercial principles, would be
scouted as unprofitable and unproductive.
Not merely does Canada employ the ship-

ping of the mother country, and that portion
of it too, which is unfit for any thing but
the timber trade ; but by that trade she
supplies the United Kingdom with navul

stores, the sinews of its security and ita

grandeur. Much has been spoken and
written against the encouragement of the
timber trade, in regard to its bearing botk
on the mother country and the colony. So
far as the mother country is concerned
the objections are purely economical, and
if admitted in their full force, cannot be
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