
31

sol.liers anil loyalists, who liud lands assitrncd tluMii at tlio end of the first American

war, settled along the north bank of the St. Lawrence, ahont forty years ixao.

Since that time the population has received accessions every year of eniitfranfs,

both from Great Britain and the United States. From the fljrmer, indeed, it

received few, till within the last eight years, being overlooked as a place of little

or no importance; but of late many thousands, who could well be spared from

iiome, settled upon its plains, and are now employing their energies with advan-

tage, both to themselves and their country. The English language is, of course,

generally s])oken through the province.

" York is the seat is of government, and has already a.ssumed the appearance

of a town, though it was laid out only in IJ'Jl- It was taken, and partly burnt,

by the Americans during the late war. Its population is something short of 1J)00,

though some travellers have represented it as amounting to ni --e than twice that

number. The town stands on a plain, at the head of a bay, on the north shore of

Lake Ontario. It is 175 miles west from Kingston, and 375 from Montreal. It

contains a handsome building, lately erected, for the accommodation of the two

houses of Assembly. The country in the neighbourhood is well cultivated, and

sujiplies its market with abundance of provisions at a moderate rate.

" Kingston, which is situated at the outlet of Lake Ontario, though not the

seat of government, is both the oldest and the largest town in the province. It

is built on a point of land formed by a bay on the one side, and the lake on the

other. It was laid out in 1784, and contains, in 1823, a population of 2(X)0,

besides the garrison. The houses are mostly built of limestone, which is found

in the neighbourhood in the greatest abunda.nce, and of an excellent quality.

When first dug, it is of an azure colour, but after exposure to the air for some

time, it becomes nearly white. The fort and the naval dock yard are situated

about a mile to the eastward of the town, on the opposite side of the bay. Here

the little navy, employed upon the lake during the last war, is dismantled, and

rests in peace. The largest vessel is the St. Lawrence, built for lUO guns. Nia-

gara is the next town in importance. It is pleasantly situated on the west side

of the St. Lawrence, or Niagara rivf^-, where it falls into Lake Ontario. Queens-

town is eight miles higher up, „.id is the place where goods intended for the

upper part of the province are landed, to be carried beyond the fid Is. It is a

thriving and agreeable place, and already contains many good houses, though it

was burnt by the American army during the last war." Bell's Hints, page 175.

Mr, Bell states the expence of clearing at from twelve to sixteen dollars

an acre.

CANALS.

" The river Ottawa contains a long and dangerous rapid called the Longue

Sault, which neither boats nor rafts can pass without the greatest difficulty. This

obstacle is to be removed, by building locks, and cutting a canal on the north

bank of the river to the length of about twelve miles. This undertaking is now


