
» A HISTORY OF THE

century
;
but the space allowed in a short introduc

tion to the history of one denomination of Christians
would not admit of a more ample detail of general
facts m relation to that period of our colonial history.

About sixteen years since I commenced writing a
" History of the Methodist Episcopal Church," and
had actually brought it down to about the year 1810;
but the whole manuscript was consumed by the dis-
astrous fire which destroyed our Book Room and its
valuable contents in the winter of 1836. Of this
casualty I was not apprized until wy return from the
last General Conference, when, on searching my pri-
vate desk at home, where I thought it had been
deposited, my manuscript was not to be found ; and
hence the fact was disclosed that it must have been
consumed, together with some other documents of a
similar character, in the conflagration of our book
depository.

It was under the impression that my manuscript wasm existence that I asked and obtained liberty of the
General Conference, in 1836, to have access to their
journals and documents, to enable me to complete my
design with the greater accuracy and more in detail.
Of this privilege, however, I have not been able to
make any use in the present volume, as I can find no
journal of the proceedings of any General Conference
of an eariier date than the year 1800. But should
my life and health be spared to complete my work by
adding a second volume, I trust I shall be enabled to
enrich it wjth such extracts from those journals as
will be found interesting to the general reader, and
particularly to those to whom the affairs of the church
may hereafter be committed.
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