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was nine, with the request that they might be brought
.

up by him in the fear and knowledge of God. The
same Indian and two others sought and found situa-
tions in English families, with a view of being better
instructed in religion. Difficulties of various kinds had
to be overcome. Iti addition to accepting the religious
faith offered to them, by the English missionary, the
Indians copied the English fashion of cropping their
hair. This exposed them to the derision of their uncon-
verted brethren. But they had a still harder trial to
undergo. Speaking for his fellow converts, Wampas
told Eliot that "on the one hand, the other Indians
hate and oppose us because we pray to God ; on the
other, the English -wilj not put confidence in us, and
-suspect that we do not teally pray." Eliot admitted
that such a suspicion was entertained by some of the
English, adding that, for his part, he considered it
groundless. #

.,
It was natural that the Powaws, or priests, should

have objected to Eliot's work and have placed obstacles
in his path. He had the triumph of converting one
Pow^w,but he found it hard to satisfy another who
asked him how it happened that the English were
twenty-seven years in the country before attempting
to teach their religion to the Indians. The Powaw
urged that if this had been done sooner much sin might
have been prevented

;
" but now some of us arc grown

old in sin." All that could be said by way of defense
aitd explanation wa$ that the English had repented
tl|ei» of their neglect, as was evinced by the efforts
jyhjch, Eliot and othprs were theiv makifig?
sequence of the adoption of Christianity, the Indians
had to change many oM habiti and customs, and in
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