
INTROOUCTIOlf.

bear able to difcorcr. The place where a lawyef^

wouM naturally look for materials of this forti is

the books of reports, containing decifions jand

opinions of the courts. This fearch has . been

made, but it has not anfwcred the expe^attoni

that might be entertained either front the import-»

ance of the fubje& or the lapfe of time, which

promifcd many occafions for judicial difcuifion ot
thefe laws* All the cafes to be found in the printed

books, from the timeofpafling the A£b of Navigju^

tion to the prefent moment, do not exceed ten {a)i

nor has repeated inquiry been able to draw ^tk
any information of this kind frpm manufcripits*

One great fource therefore of illuftration, andjfait

which principally commands the attention ofHid

profefTors of the law, is extremely deficient in tills

branch of jurifprudence. ? '*

'< This dearth of recorded jcK%meiits mufb furelj^

be afcribed to no other caufe than that there were

very few wordi recording : for it is not to be bc-»

lieved that, among the vanety of matter colledled

from term to term in Weftminfter-haU, that fur-

niihed by the laws of navigation fhould have ef^

(a) That iS|, in June 1792* when this book was &cSk puh-

Ilihed ; a greater number are to be found in the books, during

the fliort period which has iince elapfed. Thefe, however, are

not in Exchequer caufes, inftituted by the Crown, for enforcing

the regulations of the Navigation Syftem ; but in caufes between

party and party for adjuUing private rights ; many of thefe

queftions have been on the Regiiler A£l, Stat. 26. Ceti. 3. upon

the transfer of property in (hips ; fome have arifen incidentally

inJnfurance caufes, where objeftiohs have been raifed on the

illegality of the voyage inibred* - .
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