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talents, hii influenc:, hi* name, and his authority, which he ha<l

taken care to preserve. In favour of the revolution, under thp

constituent assembly ; of the directory, on the i8th Fructidor

:

for the consulate, on the i8th Brumaire; for the empire, in

1804, he was for the restoration of the royal family, in 1814; he

seemed grand master of the ceremonies for the party in power,

and for the last thirty years it was he who had dismissed and

installed the successive governments. The senate, influenced

by him, appointed a provisional government, and declared

Napoleon deposed from his throne, the hereditary rights of

his family aboUshed, the people and army freed from their oath

of fidelity. It proclaimed him lyrattt whose despotism it had

facilitated by its adulation. Meantime, Napoleon, urged by
those about hiin to succour the capital, had abandon'd his

march on Saint-Dizier, and hastened to Paris at the head of

fifty thousand men, in the hope of prevent' ig the entry of the

enemy. On his arrival (ist of April), he ' ird of the capitula-

tion of the preceding day, and fell back 01 . ontainbleau, where

he learned the defection of the senate, and his deposition. Then
finding that all gave way around him in his ill fortune, the

people, the senate, generals and courtiers, he decided or abdi-

cating in favour of his son. He sent the duke of Vicenza, th*. > >nce

of the Moskva, and the duke of Tarento, as plenipoten ^ries

to the confederates; on their way, they were to take with them
the duke of Ragusa, who covered Fontainbleau with a cor|>s.

Napoleon, with his fifty thousand men, and strong military

position, could yet oblige the coalition to admit the claim of his

son. But the duke of Ragusa forsook his post, treated with

the enemy, and left Fontainbleau exposed. Napoleon was then

obliged to submit to the conditions of the allied powers; their

pretensions increased with their power. At Prague, they ceded

to him the empire, with the Alps and the Rhine for limits;

after the invasion of France, they offered him at Chatillon the

possessions of the old monarchy qnly; later, they refused to

treat with him except in favour of his son; but now, determined

on destroying all that remained of the revolution with respect

to Europe, its conquest and dynasty, they compelled Napoleon

to abdicate absolutely. On the nth of April, 1814, he renounced

for himself and children the thrones of France and Italy, and

received the little island of Elba in exchange for his vast

sovereignty, the limits of which had extended from Cadiz to

the Baltic Sea. On the 20th, after an affecting farewell to his

old soldiers, he departed for his new principality.


