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«I would willingly listen to you, hcly father," said

Clevis, "but I fear that the people who follow me

will not giyo up their gods. I am about to assemb.e

them, and will repeat to them your words.

He found them more ready than he deemed. Ihe

story of his promise and the victory that followed

it had, doubtless, strongly influenced them. Before

he could speak, most of those wesent cned out-
« We abjure the mortal gods ; we are ready to

follow the immortal God whom Eemy preaches.

About three thousand of the Franks, hoTrever,

reflised to give up their old faith, and deserted Clons,

joining the Prankish King of Carabrai-who was

before long to pay dearly for this addition to h,s

"christmas-day, 496, was fixed by Eemy i:or the

ceremony of baptism of the king and his followers,

and on that day, with impressive ceremonies, Clovis

the ting and about three thousand of his warriors

were made Christians, and the maker of the French

nation was received into the fold of the Church.

With this ceremony the kingdom of France may be

said io have been born. From that time forward

dovis won victory after victory over his surrounding

enemies. He had been born leader of a tnbe. He

died king of a nation, to be thereafter known as

Prance. „

But the story of Clotilde and her work of ven-

geance needs to I- finished. It proved as Aridius

had predicted. Clovis, probably stirred thereto by

the influence of his wife, broke his truce with Gon-

debaud, and entered Burgundy with an army. Gon-


