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To the First Church. Oberlin.

Dear Ukethken ; — Yuiir kind requt'«t that this his-

tory mi>^ht be placed in yom' hands tor pui)hcation, I am haj)-

py to complv vvith. Some of the reasons for wr^tinjj the

history of this church at all, are

—

I. It has a history.

3. While several, excellent historical sketches of Oherlin

College have been pui)lished, no history of the chir.ch, as

such, has been uttemi)tcd.

3. The eaih- relation of this church to the other church-

es of Northern "Ohio, and to the Contjretjationa! body at

large, has, in some (piavters, not been well understc d.

In preparing llicse pages, no pains have been spared to

verify each statement by compari'on o^" the testimonies of

livii.g witnesses, a- well as by an examination of whatever

books and documents could" he found bearing upon the

theme.
It may be felt by som« that certain questions ot deep

interest have been passed over, and that others have receiv-

ed oaly a .lotice quite belo".' their real importance. This is

conceded and regretted. But a little leHection will show

that the fact is not without reasons. Thus th-- Doctriiie ()f

Sanrtification, which has occupied so large a place in this

ciii' 1, could not have bsen adequately reviewed and^ set

foi: without swelling this pamphlet to a volume. Sub-

stuntially the same maybe said of the subject of revivals.

It was found that, to give this topic a treatment correspond-

ing to its importapue, and one which would be of any prac-

tical value, would require quite a pampidct of itself. These

and other theme-, tl^Licloie, have received, not a special,

but only a gcnev.il hi; lorioal notice.

The writer ackuowiedj.tcs lv.;s indebtedness to Pies. J.

H. Faivchikl, Prof. Jann-- Dascomb, Prof. Henrv Cowles,

Prof. John Morgan, Piof. C. 11. Churchill. Rev. Geo. Clark,

Rev. T.J. Keep, and olhcr.s, lor valuable information.

J. B.

Oberlin, April la^th, 1877.
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