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MISCELLANEOUS PAl'KRS,

MEMORANDUM
ON RAILWAY PHOGHESS IN THE DOMINION OF CANADA, AND I': S BENEFI-
CIAL EFFECT ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE COINTKY,
MORE PARTICULARY IN THE PROVINCES AND TERRITORIES WEST OF
LAKE SUPERIOR,

Bij the hoii. Sir CiiARi.iis TUPPER, Biimict, G.C.jM.G., C.B.,

I COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN LONDON, FORMERLY MINISTER OP RAILWAYS AM) CAN
MINISTER OF FINANCE OF THK DOMINION OF CANADA, ETC., ETC.

{Sec the accompanyimj map o( the railiva}/ system of Canada.)

The euilcavoiu- lo Iract' in llio hisloi-y of the ilCTclopiimnl ol' Canada llu> pi-tiiiorlion ol' Ms
advance fairly allrihulaldc, diiTclly, lo llic exlonsion of lis railway system, is a matter
of dillicnlly, in view of tlic exoeplioual facilities for eoinniuniealion by water wliieii the
country possesses, and which, e\en in the pi-csent day, must he regarded as a main factor
of its commcr<ial prosperity. A water way wliicli extends from the mouth of the Hiver
St. Lawrence to Port Arthur at the head of Lake Superior, a distance of 2,260 miles
(3,637 kilometres) made navifrahle i»y a system of canals, has constituted an independent
element of advancement which must he considered in dealing with the general question,
while immense internal rivers anil innumerr.hle lakes have home in the past, and still hear,
their share in the progress of the country. The proximihj of these water ways, however,
I'ormcd the limitation to general settlement.

It is not until the vast extent of territory west of Lake Superior is reached, that the par-
amount importance of railway communication, if these great fertile plains and valleys are
ever to be utilized for the public good, is realized. The extent of this section may be
understood from the single statement that it has required the construction of 2,257 miles
(3,632 kilometres) of railway lo span the tlistance between Lake Superior and the waters of
the Pacific.

IJut though this generous and ready means of water communication exists, it exists only
for the warmer portions of the year, and for the long winter months, from the end of
November to the end of March, the whole interior of the country would be in a state ol
isolation, aiul trade would be dormant or paralysed were it not for the railwavs, which
now, from east lo west, with their ramifications to the north and south, pierce the country
in every direction, collecting and distributing the products of the forest, the field, and the
factory, through the length and breadth of the land, and giving ready access to and from
all the centres of population, without heed to the restrictions and barriers of the winter
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