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mcnts in the Eull Indies, from this fin-

't\q Circiimflancc, that they ingrofs the

Spice Trade. But whatever it be to thcni,

it leenis to be granted by all who under-

ftand the Subject, that the Eail-India

Trade is hurtful to the reft of Europe.
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^ fancy to niyfelf that fome of my
Mercantile Readers will have long ago

perceived that I am no Merchant, and

therefore will be faying within them-

felves in the moll: contemptuous Man-
ner, What has this Author to do with

Trade ? How can he take upon him to

v/rite upon a Subjecl he does not under-

hand ? I am fure if I was a Merchant, I

lliould reckon myfelf utterly unqualified

for fpeaking on the Queflion v/hich

flands at the Head of my Paper. Ac-
tual Merchants are fo ingrolTed by the

Gain or Lofs of their own particular

Branches, that it is impolTible for them
to perceive the Kurt or Benefit cf the

whole Body. Thefe proceed upon ge-

neral principles , on which any Man of

common Underllanding may write clear-

ly, and thofe who are not Traders them-

selves mufl be fuppofed to judge with the

greatefl


