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9.0 ef LoUISBOURG.

7««/8.The 27th of April w^':i?,d. Day o'i (wch Rime an-^l

Siorms of SnoWy that wc could not fee one of our
own Squadron but once, towards the livening.

I'he Method of keeping Ships together on inch

Occafions, is either by lyin^-to, or by firing

Fog-Guns every half hour that they make Sail.

Lc trudent and fome other trench Men of War,
having made the l.aad the Day before, dole un-

perceivetl along Shore to the Mouih ot Louifljourg

Harbour, with the greatelt Security, from having

heard our Fog-Guns at a Diftance, as they have

fince tokl us. Now, what Prudence or Vigilance

could poflibly have prevented what, you fee, was

out of the Power of both ?

Let me add another Inftance to give you fome
Idea of the Thicknefs of the Bank-Fogs on the

Coalt of Cape-Breton—In the Night of the 5th of

May we had fo fevcre a Froll, that the next Morn-
ing all our Rigging was caled over with fuch a

thick Ice^ that it was not capable of being worked,

till the Ice was beaten off from the Ropes, which

took up fcveral hours of that Forenoon. That Ice

was nothing elfe but congealed Fog, as we had no

Rain or Snow the whole Night. Our Officers com-
puted the Quantity of Ice beaten off from the

Rigging of our fingle Ship, between 6 and 8 Tun
"Weight. After this, you will not be furprized at

my telling you, that we were for 16 Days together

without Sight of Land, on Account of the Thick-
nefs of the Fog, though we were every Day within

a proper Diftance to fee it, had the Air been tolera-

bly clear. On fuch a Coaft, what can the niceft

Vigilance do, without fuch a Number of Ships as

might form a Line of almoft equal Length to it ?

9. The Remainder of the Troops were debarked

from the Tranfports, that could not conveniently

be
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