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trade,) but only tliat fiich breach, if

difcovered, \% furely punijhed,!* What
more can be faid of thtf beft country

upon earth ? Yet Governor Hutchin-

fon does not fcruple to charge them

with having b<*en all fmugglers, and

to throw an odium upon their ftrug-

gling for their rights by the impu-

tation of their fole objefl; Heing to

renew that illicit trade with impu-

nity.

It mull alfo appear frOm their pro-

ceedings, that their great crime has

been their conftancy in petitioning

for redrefs of grievances } which has

been attempted ro be reprefled, even

by the moil uiijaiHfiable mean.s of

refufing them an agent to vindicate

them when mifreprefented, and fup-

port their complaints< While this

Common right of jufticc is denied

them, perfons are notoriouily hired

here to load them in the public pa-

pers with every fpecies of opprobri-

um, falfhood, and abufe. There are

two things which dclerve the moft

particular attention : ift. That when-
ever affidavits were taken on the part

of the people, they were taken in

public, with fummonfes to all perfons

concerned t^o attend, and crofs ex-

amine the wjtnelTes : on the contrary,

thofe which were obtained by the go-

vernor and commiflloners, accufing

the people, were made in fecret, the
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are, the Governors Bernard and
Hutchinfon : the former of whom
has long laboured under an accufa-
tion upon oath of grofs corruption
in his office ; the latter has been de-
teaed in the bafeft plot againft their

liberties ; and both are at open en-
mity with the people, having been
petitioned againft by their reprefen-
tatives, as univerfally odious^ How
far the reprefentatives of men fo

circumftanced can be prefumed fair

and impartial, or deferve credit,

muft be left to the candid to deter-
mine. ^

We have feen their petitioi. thei*

intercepted, or treated with a con-
temptuous filence, or anfwered with
the fevereft cenfures. Seven years
fupplication has brought no relief.

And now, to fill up the meafure of
their misfortunes, their,port is llopt

up, their charter is to be fubverted,
and a lawlefs army Jet loofe upon
them. They have been tried, con-
demned and puniihed, unheard and
unapprized of the whole proceeding.
They are left to weep over their ap-
prehenfions, realized in the utter fub*
verfion of their liberties. This ac-
cumulation of calamities is heaped
upon them, becaufe high, and ftrong

refentments, as they naturally muft,
have followed fevere and reiterated

injuries : becaufe difcontent has arifen

perfons accufed unapprized and to- from difappointed and defpifed com
" '

< ' 1- - .1 plaints; and. violence from inful^ed

difcontent.

Whoever will take the trouble of.

reading, in the hiftory of this moft
iTieritorious and unhappy people, the

unparalelled hardfhips with which
they purchafed thofe liberties we have

,

now torn from them ; and view the de-
plorable, the defperate fituation, to

which they are now rcduccd-^how-
ever obdurate, however prejudiced he
may be, he muft think, at leaft,

one human tear may drop, and be for-
given,
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tally ignorant of the proceeding, they

were tranfmitted in fecret, and the

injured perfons by mere accidents,

and after they had operated to their

hurt, had an opportunity of feeing

and refuting them. The inftances

on both fides will be found in the

affidavits taken on the feizure of the

floop Liberty, and the riot, and in

Mr. Oliver's affidavit, and the nar

rative of the town, refpecling the

maftacre on the 5th of March. 2d.

That the chief and almoll only con-

tinual witnefles againft the people.
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