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The keeping a powerful Squadron before an
Enemy's Port, is both dangerous and expcndve,

efpecially in Winter, and often doth not anfwer

the End; for there are many Difficulties and

Difappointments attending a Fleet at Sea, whofe

Butinefs is to keep near an Enemy's Coafl : And
Experience teaches that Ships may efcape out of

Port, notwithftanding the greateft Diligence in a

Fleet at Sea to keep thetn m ; I mufl acknow-
ledge I cannot help being fomewhat pofitive that

Means may be ufed (by a Nation that is fb

greatly fuperior at Sea as Britain is to France) to

go into Breft, or any Port in the World, and
deftroy the Ships there, at a much lefs Expence of
Blood and Treafure than the keeping Fleets at

Sea to block up Ports.

It is evident that Britain (at prefent) has the

Means to protect any thing upon the Sea; and
can, in fome Meafure, block up the Enemy's
Fleets in their Harbours ; but by many Year*
Experience it is known, their Ships have often

found Opportunities to flip to Sea, notwithftand-

ing a powerful Squadron imployed to block them
up in the Port $ and I think there are few In-*

ftances of our Fleet intercepting the Enemy's
Fleet, particularly the Brefl Squadron.

If there was indeed a good Road where ouf

Ships could lye fafely all Weathers, at the En-
trance of the Enemy's Harbours, they might
keep them Uocked up 3 but, except in nne

Weather


