
PREFACE.
Notwitlistimdinj,' all that has ln'cii said, simjj;. and writtt'ii ahoiit tlu?

new Anicrican Enii)iiv in the (iolden North-Wist, that rich and wondt'r-

ful rc^'ion is to-day coniparativfly little understood rr ai)i>re('iated, in a

practical way, hy the nuisses of the ])eople, especially in the far ea.t: >

states. Even yet the f^laniour of horder romance linj^ers in every allu-

sion to the older portions of the section, where civilization has almost

iiiotted out the memory of ])ioneer days, and the honest farmer of New
Eiifiland ht'lieves now that the man who raises corn in lAfinnesota is in

constant dan<,'er of himself hccomiu}; an Indian meal. It is true that

tile compai'iitively recent discovi-ries of precious metals in the still wild

districts of Dakota and Montana, the extension of the Northern i'acitic

]{. II., the surprisinji; develo|)ment of the country alon^ the lines of tlu'

Milwaukee and St. Paul road in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and other

allied causes, have within a few years done nnudi to spread the knowi-

edf^^e amonfi the jx'ople of these states and territories, teeminjr with

resourc(s of every description calculated to excite the acipiisitive enerj^y

and industry of man. But, after all, the (4olden North-West with its

rich ])rairies, its stately forests, its mountains of <,'old and silver, its

ini«,dity rivers and crystal lakes, its vast stock ran}j;es ; scenery une([ualed

in the world for heauty and <j;randeur ; flora and fauna so diversified,

extended and al)undant as to cover all the wants of our race ; its hills,

yalleys and streams, the ])aradise of the hunter and the angler, and its

railroads, steamers, mills and i'actm'ies—of all this enough remains un-

known to render further and reliahle information concernhig it of prac-

tical value to the civilized world. It is the want of such informatiim

t?!iat the puhlishers of the (lolden North-West have undertaken to supply.

i The growth of that portion of our country, including the adjoining

British province of Manitoha, which we have called "The Golden North-

West," has heen truly miraculous! Of Wisconshi, Iowa, Mhmesota,
Dakota, and Montana, it mey he said that their whole history under

sivilization is spanned hy the recollections of people yet living, while of

the newer sections, included in the list, a few, a very few years covers

:he complete record of their development. Of the states and territories

Mentioned, only Wisconsin and Iowa appear in the census of 1840, with

jopulations respectively of 80,945, and 43,11'^. or only 74.057 whites in

41 this great division of the country. At the next census, 1850, Min-

lesota was added to the list, with the modest return of 6,077 popula-
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